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Winner: What Hi-Fi? Best Wireless Soeaker £800+ 
2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 


Let the voice of Naim take 
you inside the music. 


Music is a never-ending journey of pure passion and emotion that needs to be 

explored. That’s why at Naim we engineer systems of such astonishing texture 

and detail that draw you inside the music - as though you are with the artist as 
they perform. 


Mu-so is a powerful, complete music system, finely tuned by our engineers in 
Wiltshire, England. Built upon an intelligent digital brain, Mu-so commands 450 
watts of power through six custom designed speakers, that delivers the most 
exceptional sound quality. 


naimaudio.com 


Features: Apple Music via Airplay, TIDAL, Spotify Connect®, Bluetooth®/aptXx® 
UPnP™ (access your stored music), Internet Radio, USB, Analogue and Digital inputs, 
Apple iOS and Android App for complete control. 


John Lewis | Selected Apple stores | www.apple.com | Specialist Naim retailers 


AirPlay is a trademark of Apple Inc. 


‘If you want the best Wi-Fi speaker...this is it... 
you have a near-perfect 21st century speaker.’ T3.com 
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Sonos Beam 

The Playbar's little bro has a few big surprises 
Fitbit Ace 

Parents, time to give your kids the runaround 
Mini (2018) 

The hottest hi-tech hatch on the market? 
Fuji X-T100 

A compact cam for the Instagram generation 
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We've stopped droning on about DJ! for once 

Budget in-ears 

Stick the best-value buds in your lugs 
4K projectors 

BenQ TK800 vs ViewSonic PX747-4K 
Playr 

Looks like a sports bra... can it lift your game? 
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How to play Steam games on your phone 


VVeELCOMe 


| have a confession to make - I've never owned a 
Windows laptop. My portable computing odyssey 
began back in 2006 with a first-gen Apple MacBook 
in Stay Another Day white polycarbonate, and has 
since evolved to not one but three MacBook Airs of 
eileen VariOUS ages and specs running all at once. 

By the end of the decade Id descended so deeply into the macOS 
well, Id become too lazy to contemplate climbing out and trying 
another ecosystem. Fast-forward to today, however, and a growing 
reliance on G Suite and Office 365 has got re wondering whether 
to go down the Windows or Chromebook route. 

Fanning the flames of indecision further is the fact that, in this 
age of productivity, PC laptops have diversified to such an extent 
that it's now easier than ever to find the perfect portable to match 
your lifestyle. 

In this months issue we've assembled six laptop setups to meet 
the needs of Stuff readers, whether youre preparing to go back to 
school, back to university, or back to bed because you work from 
home... like a boss. There's no shortage of PC foxiness to pick 
from either - adorning the cover is the Asus ZenBook Pro. It's 
got a seductive second screen. In the trackpad. I've never seen 
anything like it before and | want it like crazy 


James Day, Editor / @james_a_day 
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| SAW MASSIVE 
AT TACK REDEFINE 
LIVE CONCERT 
VISUALS... AGAIN 


» Cornwall's Eden Project is 
amesmerising backdrop 
for any band to perform when its rainforest 
biomes are illuminated at night. When 

that band is Massive Attack the on-stage 
visuals cause sensory overload — especially 
when frontman Robert Del Naja manipulates 
his face in real time with augmented reality. 
Check out Fantom, an algorithmic sensory 
app allowing you to remix their songs in 
tandem with your heart rate. 
James Day, Editor 
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Raving nights, electric bikes and helmet lights 


LAST POLAROID 
ORIGINALS 
FACTORY 

The Impossible Project was 
made possible when a few analogue-heads 
pooled together to take Polaroid Originals 
back toits former glory. In full swing, the 
Dutch factory is ahuge and complex network 
of living, breathing, spluttering machines, 
andit takes at least two years to train as an 
engineer to command such beasts. There's 

a great luxury to photography that's instant, 
and I've now seen first-hand that it comes at 
the cost of aprocess whichis anything but. 
Natalya Paul, Online Editor 
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| FINALLY FOUND 
THE BIKE TO GIVE 
ME_THE PUSH 

| NEED 

I've always thought electric 
bikes looked about as coo 
as Creme Brulee, Les's bandin The League 
of Gentlemen. That was before we called in 
two AM1 models by Analog Motion. Light 
and stylish, with five assist levels anda 
range of 20 miles, they're pretty handy for 
nipping to the park for an ice cream, or even 
longer commutes. There's little giving away 
that it's electric, but my word do you feel it 
onhills. Fake athleticism all the way! 

Matt Tate, Hot Stuff Editor 
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\ | LIT UP MY 
fame =§=IEADLIKEA 
; § }=CHRISTMAS TREE 
In over a decade of London 
cycling, I'd never thought of 
ahelmet as anything more 
than protection for my noggin. But the 
Lumos Helmet has brought a whole new 
evel of cleverness to my commute. | tell it 
which way I’m turning using the Bluetooth 
handlebar remote or holding my Apple 
Watch-adorned arm out, and the 22 bright 
LED indicators alert/blind the person 
behind me. It even senses when 'm slowing 
down and applies the brake light, while also 
automatically syncing sessions to Strava. 
Guy Cocker, Global Brand Director 


The recognition 
you deserve 


As wellasa25MP sensor, 
the front camerahas an 
iPhone X-style dot projector, 
floodilluminator andIR 
camera, to scan 15,000 
points on your face. 


Acertain ratio 


The Find X's screenisa 
whopping 6.42in andtakes 
upnearly 94% of the front 
of the phone, butits narrow 
19.5:9 ratio should ensureit 
doesn't feel like holding 
apaving slab. 


21 PAGES 

OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM, 
PLANET TECH \ 


Color me rad 


Oppo phonesrun Android 
but with abespoke skin called 
ColorOS. Version 5.1has been 

designed for the full-screen 
experience, so you won't 
beusing abutton- 
based OS. 


Screen 6.42in 
Processor 
Snapdragon 845 
RAM 8GB 

OS Android 8 with 
ColorOS 51 
Cameras 16MP + 
20MP rear, 25MP front 
Battery 3730mAh 
Storage 256GB 
Dimensions 
157x74x9.4mm, 186g 


THE SLIDE OF 


YOUR LIFE 
OPPO FIND X 


We've all got hidden talents. You, sir, with 
the haircut, that thing you can do with your 
elbows is spectacular. You should doit 
more often. And you, madam, wearing that 
snazzy hat, don’t be ashamed of your 
weirdly flexible nostrils — they'llcome 
in useful one day. Oppo's Find Xis no 
different. With phone designers now 
banishing almost everything except the 
screen from their devices, but users 
demanding things like multiple camera 
lenses and fingerprint scanners, 
these talents have to be hidden away 
somewhere else. Vaguely reminiscent 
of the old slider phones that used to hide 
their keypads behind the screen, the 
Find X’s sandwich design means aportion 
at the top slides upwards on demand to 
revealboth front and back cameras. And 
what cameras they are: 25MP onthe front, 
complete with 3D ‘structuredlight’ tech 
that enables face unlocking, plus a20MP 
and 16MP duo onthe back that’s boosted 
by Alscenerecognition. The slide actionis 
motorised but takes less than a second, so 
the only reason you'llmiss the shotis your 
lack of talent — hidden or otherwise. 
Ashotas... curried charcoal 
€999 / oppo.com 


Slide away 


Adding moving parts 
toasmartphone seems 
like arecipe for an extended 
warranty, but Oppo says 
the Find X's mechanism 


can manage over 
300,000 slides. 


Full-frontal 
moodity 
The iPhone X's Portrait Mode 
only works with the rear 
cameras, but the Find X can 
add fancy lighting effects 
to pictures taken with 
its front snapper. 


Purple haze 


Oppo only offerstwo 
finishes: Glacier Blue and 
Bordeaux Red (or asnormal 
people callit, purple). The front 
and back are both made of 
glass, butit doesn’t have 
wireless charging. 


@OOOs ture 


Turtly amazing 


When you activate selfie 
mode onthe Nex S, the 8MP 
selfie-snapper automatically 
popsup. Exit the camera app 
or switchtotherear one 
andit’lltuckits head 


’Scuse fingers 
Withsomuchofthe front 
taken up by screen, there’s no 
room for a fingerprint scanner; 
but with 3D face recognition 
said to be 20 times more 


secure, do youreally 
need one? 


Jack and jilt 


Despite being able to hide 
allof the cameras, Oppo 
hasn't been able to find space 
fora3.5mmheadphone port. 
Butit does have USB-C 
for charging the 
3730mAhbattery. 


back inside. 


VIVO NEXS 


Oppo’s Find Xisn’t the 
only notch-avoider 
announced this month, 
but the all-screen 

Vivo Nex Stakesa 
somewhat different 
approach. Its 8MP 
selfie-cam pops out 

of the top of the phone 
wheneverit’s called 
upon, like a submarine’s 
periscoperising up out 
of the sea. 

Unlike the Oppo’s 
front-facer, the Nex S's 
pop-up camera doesn't 
have the necessary 
scanning tech to unlock 
the phone for you, so 
Vivo has embedded 
a fingerprint scanner 
into the bottom part 
of the 6.59in Full HD+ 
screen, with alittle icon 


showing you where to 
touchit. The phone’s 
earpiece is built into 
the screen too, and 
to make a call youcan 
just press your ear 
up against any part 
of it— who said phone 
makers had forgotten 
how to innovate? 
Elsewhere there’s 
a12MP+5MP dual-cam 
setup round the 
back anda powerful 
Snapdragon 845 
processor, with 8GB 
of RAMand 256GB 
of storage inside. 
There’s no wordon 
availability outside 
of China yet, but we'll 
see youinthe queue 
if it does make the trip. 
£tba/ vivo.com 
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Saving 
face 


Thanks to the front-facing 
5MP camera, you canuse 
Windows Hello facial 
authentication tolog into 
the Surface Go rather than 
having toremember 
apasscode, 


ovr 


Get your 
specs on 
Are 64GB storage and 
AGBRAM too puny for your 
workaholicneeds? For an 
extra £130, youcanupgrade 
your Gotohave128GB 
of storage and 
8GB of RAM. 


LAPTOP 
SPECIAL 


YOUR SLATE 
FOR SCHOOL 


Microsoft 
Surface it 


Schoolkids' backpacks are usually so 
jam-packed with textbooks, writing pads 
and stationery that one slight push will 
leave the poor mites stranded on the floor 
like a capsized tortoise. Fortunately, 
Microsoft's new lightweight Windows 10 S 
tabletis arriving on 23 August, justintime 
for the new school year, andis capable of 
replacing all the gubbins in your child’s bag 
once paired with the bundled 30-day 
Office 365 trial and (sold separately) type 
cover. What's more, buy a Surface Go for 
your kids and they won't just be thanking 
you for lightening their load. Withits 
relatively modest Intel Pentium Gold 
Processor, 10in display and headphone 
jack, it’s ideal for watching Netflix during 
lunchbreak — or maybe oncelessons 
have ended, since the Go's nine-hour 
battery life will easily outlast the school 
day. And don't think this iPad competitor 
is solely for kids: there’s enough power 
and ports here for themost serious of 
business presentations. 
Ashotas...the school canteen’s curly fries 
from £380 / stuff.tv/SurfaceGo 


Pen 
pusher 


Doodlers willbe delighted 
to know that the Surface Go's 
touchscreen supports 4096 
levels of pressure-sensitivity 
for smooth sailing with 
Microsoft's dedicated 
Surface Pen. 


The Sleepbuds don't 
just help younodoff. Paired 
with the Bose Sleep app, 
available for bothiOS and 
Android, youcanuse them 
to wake youup again 
without disturbing 
anybody else. 


¢ LIKE ALOG 


Bose Noise-Masking 
Sleepbuds 


You've tried everything: meditation, 
drinking chamomile tea, and so far you’ve 
counted exactly 4238 sheep, but you're 
stillhaving trouble getting to sleep. Could 
it be something to do with the 24-hour 
bagpipe-testing facility youlivenext 
door to? It’sno use knocking on the door 
and asking them to keep it down abit, 
they won't hear you... but you can fill 
your ears with Bose’s Noise-Masking 
Sleepbuds. The product of anIndiegogo 
campaign, these wireless earphones are 
designed to fit snugly inside your lugs and 
play one of 10 pre-loaded soothing sounds 
or noise-masking frequencies to help you 
drop off. They're rechargeable, but with 
a16-hour battery life and charging case 
they’lllast longer than even the most 
slumber-challenged snoozers. 
Ashotas...a duvet full of lava 
USS250 / stuff.tv/Sleepbuds 
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Whisper 
toascreen 
The 3in, 1240k-dot 
TFT-LCD touchscreen 
shouldbe good for framing 
most of your shots, anda 
2.33MP digital viewfinder 
lets you get up close 
and personal. 


SAY WHAT YOU C 


Leica C-Lux 


Evenif you're holding this magazine at 
arm’slength, you probably don't need to 
use the Leica C-Lux’s 15x opticalzoom 
lens to work out you've seen something 
alot like this compact camera before. 
We'lltry to jog your memory: 1in 2OMP 
sensor, ISO up to 25,600, 4K video 
shooting, 3in touchscreen, plus Wi-Fiand 
Bluetooth for sending pics immediately 
to your phone for uploading to Instagram. 


Stillcan’t place it? What if youimagineitin Stron 
black and stick aPanasoniclogo where the and stable 
Leicaoneis? That’sright, the C-Luxis The C-Lux canshoot 10stills 
essentially arebadged Lumix TZ-200, per second. Paired with 49 
but that’sno bad thing. Those specs are points of autofocus and 5-axis 
stonking, and as globetrotting travel opticalimage stabilisation, 
cameras go you'dhave to search high and you'dhave tobe sitting on 
low to find one as capable. Well, aslong as anangry llamato get 
you don't count the Panasonic... blurry pics. 


Ashotas...naga viper chillitoothpaste 
£875 / stuff.tv/LeicaCLux 


TECHNOLOGY, AESTHETICS, AND PASSION 1S WHAT MAKES US EXTRADDINARY. 


GET ALOAD OF TOP SPECS 
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SKEW THE 
MUSIC 


S699 / astellnkerncom 


The A&norma SR15 
seems anything but 
normal. Despite being 
one of Astell & Kern’s 
more affordable premium 
portable music players, 
it’s by far its boldestin 
terms of design—andthe 
on-paper specs suggest 
it should sound just as 
remarkable... 


@ Wonky-tonk women 

The SR15's skewed screenis 
atrouser-twisting breath of 
freshair. The 3.3in 800x480 
display looks like it's beenrotated 
afew degrees, andthat hasn't 
been done simply to confuse 

you — it actually gives the user's 
fingers more places to grip onthe 
chunky aluminium body without 
blocking any of the screen. 


@ Jumpin’ DAC flash 

Of course, ahi-res music player 
truly lives and dies onits audio 
performance, and on that front 
the SR15 looks well-served. 
Inside are not one but two Cirrus 
Logic CS43198 DACs — ahigh-end 
variety you're more likely to find 
infull-size hi-ficomponents 
thanin pocket-sized players 

or smartphones. These DACs 

do the bulk of the legwork in 
making those obscure Neil Young 
B-sides sound studio-fresh 
through your headphones. 


@ Get off of your cloud 
Alternatively, the SR15 can 
outputits pristine digital sounds 
viaUSB. There's areasonable 
64GB of built-in storage, and 
once you've stuffed that full of 
lossless Venezuelan folk music, 
youcanslotinamicroSD card for 
up to 400GB of additional space. 


@ Paint it FLAC 

With integrated Tidal streaming 
and Wi-Fi, you've got millions of 
lossless tunes ontap, but those 
who prefer to buy and download 
music willfind the SR15 able 

to play just about anything, 
including 24-bit /192kHz PCM 
and DSD64 hi-res files. 


er with a twist 


ma 


The angled screen 
opens up more 
grippingroom, 
evenif you’rea 
left-hander. 
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HIGH-END DACs 
MAKE OBSCURE 


NEIL YOUNG 


B-SIDES SOUND 
STUDIO-FRESH 


UTOMATIC FOR THE PEOPLE 
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MILES BAVIS 


HI-RES 
HIGHLIGHTS 


REM, Automatic 
for the People 
Re-released in 24-bit/192kKHz 
quality for its 25th anniversary, 
REM's fifth-best album — 
featuring Man On The Moon 
and Everybody Hurts — sounds 
better than ever, 


@ Daft Punk, Random 
Access Memories 

The French synth-poppers 
have always made abig deal 

of production quality, andthe 
impeccably mastered hi-res 
edition of their last album feels 
like the only version youshould 
be listening to. 


@ Miles Davis, 

Kind of Blue 

Despite being almost 60 years 
old, Davis's seminal jazz record 
remains eminently listenable. 
This version of one of the 
most celebrated albums ever, 
remastered from the original 
sessiontapes, is the next best 
thing to atime machine. 


—= 
It’s only clock’n’roll but we Leicait 


LEICAL1&L2 


The Leicanameis wellknown to anyone with a passing interest in 
photography, but aLeica watch? That's anew one. Or anew two, to 
be exact, as the company is launching the LeicaL1andL2 timepieces. 
Naturally, they take design inspiration from the company’s cameras, 
fromthe fluting onthe crown to the cambered form of the glass, 
whichis supposed to be reminiscent of acameralens. Both models 
are mechanical with manual winding, and you can have an exciting 
little peek at the internal components through the transparent 
sapphire crystal back. No exact pricing details yet, but we do 
know the L2 willbe available with an 18-carat rose gold case. 
Expect that one to make abit of adent. 
Etbc/uk.leica-camera.com 


Midnight RAM-bler 
APPLE MACBOOK PRO (2018) 


Apple tends to announce new kit with all the fanfare of aZamundan 
wedding in Coming to America, soit feels like they slipped something 
inour drink for the stealthy reveal of revised range-topping MacBook 
Pros. Thelatest 13in modelis claimed to be twice as fast as its 
predecessor, andits two 15in siblings 70% faster than before. 
Allfeature 8th-gen Intel six-core and quad-core processors, 
beefed-up RAM, upgraded displays and tweaked keyboards, 
while Apple has integrated always-on Sirifor the first time. 
These MacBooks are aimed at awfully important people, like 
developers and creatives, and should give our ultimate laptops 
line-up on p32 arunfor its money. 
from £1749 / apple.com 


*, .. - The bigger picture instec 
bhai in \ . -. a 


If youhaven't played this year's 
rebooted God of War yet, you're 
duty-bound to rectify that as soon 
as youfinish admiring this issue 

of Stuff. And what better way to 
remember the violent adventures 
of Kratos and Atreus than by 
immortalising them on your 
living-room wall? The picture 
you're currently looking atis part 
of Cook & Becker's six-strong 
God of Warfine art print collection, 
made up of official concept 
artwork for the game. Stick 
itabove the TV —when you're 
being forced to sit through a crappy 
rom-com for the eighth time — to 
remind youthere's always abeardy 
godin aworsemood. 


Buy the prints at candb.com 


NEWS FEED 


LAB YOUR 
OPPORTUNITY 

Still looking for a sweetener 
to tempt you into picking up 
a Nintendo Labo kit? How 
about Mario Kart 8 Deluxe 
compatibility, so you 

can use your cardboard 
handlebars to play? 
Nintendo says Labo 
support for other Switch 
games is in the pipeline. 


+. . 
? 


“ 


While they may look like 
toothbrush heads, rumour 
has it that the second 
version of Apple's wireless 
in-ear AirPods will have 
water-resistance and 
noise-cancelling — good 
news for fitness types and 
those who hate the sound 
of howling babies. 


EASED LIGHTNING 
Is there anything more 
exciting than anew portable 
powerbank? Yes, loads 
of things, but iOS users 
should pay attention: 
Belkin's Boost Charge 
Power Bank 10K can be 
topped up via a Lightning 
cable. That should shave 
a few seconds off your 
daily untangling routine. 


¥ 


This month’s mobile must-downloads 


Continue Listening 


Vic Galloway 


1 Audiokit Synth One 
/ 


Synth One's freebie nature 
instantly makes it the bargain 

of the year. You get superb presets, 
loads of Knobs to twiddle, and 
support for IAA, MIDI and Audiobus. 


4 BBC Sounds 
/ 


Video may have killed the radio 
star, but the Beeb thinks there's 
life inthe old medium yet. Its new 
app provides 80,000 hours of radio 
and lets you save track lists. 


7 Microsoft News 
/ 


Microsoft's News app takes over 
100,000 stories a day and filters 
them through 800 human editors 
and an Al algorithm to give you 
what it thinks you'll like. 
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2 Please, Don’t Touch 
Anything VR 
/ 


A colleague nips to the toilet, leaving 
you before amysterious console in 
allits VR glory. But it's impossible 
to not have a fiddle... Oops! 


5 Picnic! 

/ 
Got a perfect holiday snap, bar grey 
clouds hiding the sun? Now you can 
replace the sky with fluffy white 
clouds, a sunset, or animprobable 
follow-you-every where rainbow. 


8 Clarity 
/ 


The premier iOS wallpaper app gets 
a big upgrade. Along with gradient 
and blur wallpapers, you can make 
lock screens with framed photos. 
There's pre-made curated fare too. 


3 Kind of Soccer 
/ 


Kind of Soccer replaces goals 
with cathartically booting the 
ballinto aref's face. Do well and 
you get power-ups like lasers, 
so he has nowhere to hide. 


6In The Dog House 
/ 


Give the dog a bone in this sliding 
puzzler — then snatch it away to 
make the pooch go where you want. 
You get 50 puzzles; later ones are so 
tough you'll be driven barking mad. 


9 Silly Walks 
/ 


This bonkers one-thumb game has 
you dodder for your life, to rescue 
chums who are about to be juiced. 
Never before have cartoon kitchen 
appliances been so vicious. 


Efree / iOS, 
Android 


Dot-munching 
goes extreme 
as the rotund 
yellow hero 
faces an endless 
procedurally 
generated maze. 


a= 


SUPER MEAT 
BOY 
£11.99 / Switch 
Help ameaty 
hero leap from 
Wall to wall in 
a super-fast 
platformer 
where death 
comes quick 
and often. 


TOMB OF 
THE MASK 
Efree / iOS, 
Android 
Blaze through 
an eye-searing 
retro-style 
maze. Eat dots, 
jump between 
walls and try to 
avoid getting 
horribly killed by 
all manner of evil 


monsters. 


Immerse yourself in real stereo power and finesse. Two-box fully integrated music system with an 
audiophile-grade 230W x 2 dual mono amplifier. | Never before have small music systems produced such scale 
and detail. Industry-acclaimed and patented Uni-Q concentric drive technology. _ Five minutes from 
unboxing, turn on your music and enjoy. Custom room EQ and integrated streaming. An acoustic 


performance so innovative, no wonder the most respected of reviewers are calling the KEF LSS0 Wireless 


24bit/192kHz  @ F Y OPT APPCONTROL * TIDAL foon 


WHATHI-FI? WHATHI-FI? 
AWARDS 2017 AWARDS 2017 
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR PROOUCT OF THE YEAR 


Hal of fame Best alt rone system over £1000 


KEF LS50 Wireless KEF (550 Wiredess 
KEF.COM OBSESSED WITH HIGH RESOLUTION 


Now that’s what you call 

a proper icon! 

Isn't it just? This is the 2018 
incarnation of Honda's legendary 
Monkey bike — and because it’s 
probably not completely clear from 
the picture, here's alist of things it’s 
about the same size as: a pretty big 
dog, a large suitcase, or a standard 
wheelie bin. But do you know what 
it's bigger than? The 1961 original, 
which had 5in wheels, foldable 
handlebars and no suspension. 
Anyway, both versions are small 

in stature but big on charm. 


: Why the embiggening? : 
: Unless you were a child or anactual_ : 
: ape, riding the original Monkey : 
: made youlook like you should be 
wearing ared nose and massive 

: shoes. (In fact it was designed for 
: getting around an amusement 

: park at Suzuka, not commuting 

: to your job at Clowns'R' Us.) This 

: new oneis supposed to be ridden 
: onthe road, hence the larger 12in 

: wheels and 125cc engine. It’s still 

: pretty titchy but at least you can 

: ride it without having custard pies 
: thrownat you. 


So what else is new? 

This isn't the first time Honda has 
reimagined its Monkey — there 
have been many other versions 
since the '60s — but this one 
definitely has the most mod cons 
of any incarnation so far. It's got 
ABS disc brakes and an LCD display, 
and all the lights are efficient LEDs. 
Push a button on the key and they'll 
even flash at you, so you can find 

it in a crowded car park... although 
that’s only likely to be anissue if 
you regularly park among troops 
of other tiny motorbikes. 


: Isn'tit just piggybacking on the 

; name, then? 

: No, far fromit. Features like the 

: stamped exhaust shield, circular 

> mirrors, high-rise handlebars and 

: chromed steel high-level front and 
> rear mudguards are all straight off 

: the early Monkey models, while 

: the old-timey Honda wing logo 

: justrubber-stamps its simian 

: credentials. If you want one, they'll 
: beonsale later this year in a choice 
: of three colour schemes: Pear! 

: Nebula Red, Pearl Shining Black 

> and Banana Yellow (obvs). 


Strong contender 
PANASONIC FZ-T1 


Rugged gadgets that can survive the rough-and-ready lifestyle of 
aconstruction site are usually bulky, heavy and evenmore unpleasant 
tolook at than Alan Sugar's tweets. Panasonic's new FZ-T1smartphone, 
though, fits snugly in one hand andis surprisingly lightweight, weighing 

lessthan 240g. There's beenno compromise interms of ruggedness 

here either, with |P68 resistance to water and dust as wellas tempered 

glass that can withstand a drop up to 1.5 metres without cracking. 

But what's the point in being toughifit's as feature-loadedasa 
paper weight? Fortunately, this handheld device has Android Oreo 
onboard, a Snapdragon quad-core processor anda 5inHD display 
for quick YouTube binges during your lunch break. 
from £1142 / panasonic.com 


instax 
fc 


Instant calmer 


FUJIFILM INSTAX SQUARE SQ6 


Social mediahas madeit easier than ever to share snaps of your crab 
salad with the world. But the fad for analogue instant cameras, requiring 
youto hand someone an actual physical photograph so they can see the 


WTFIS 


iim nad 


Sounds like the outburst of 


a Mancunian parrot. 

You're not wrong, but yo 
a way off. Imagine, if you 
Nintendo and Sega toge 


u're also quite 
will, PlayStation, 


ther under 


one roof. Mario, Sonic and Crashin 


a pizza-box-littered hou 


se share. 


Sounds like the stuff of geeky fantasy, 
doesn't it? But that's exactly (sort 


of) what Polymega, the 
ever-lengthening line of 
is bringing to the table. 


atest inan 
retro consoles, 


Wow! I have absolutely no idea 


what you mean. 


Allow us to explain. Thanks to something 
called Hybrid Emulation, which allows it 
to read specialised graphics chips, this 


modular machine is able 


to play any 


cartridge-based game from the NES, 
SNES, Mega Drive and TurboGrafx-16 
(remember that guy?), while its built-in 


optical disc drive means 


it'll make friends 


with your PS1, Sega CD and Neo Geo 


collection too. Get a few 


mates on the 


sofa and you'd probably be convinced 
you were back in the ' 90s, were if not 
for the fact that the games are natively 
upscaled to sheeny 1080p. 


Got it. Anything else interesting 


Ineed to know? 


Once they're installed, you can archive 
games, make playlists and quickly search 
for titles on the homescreen. And if 
you're feeling particularly cocky about 


a Super Mario Kart time 


trial, you can 


share screenshots on social media, 
and even broadcast straight to Twitch 


or YouTube. 


Do | have to go back to 
a wired controller? 
The $250 base modelis 


using 


bundled with 


quality of your vinaigrette, rolls on. The Fujifilm 
no truck with Wi-Fi and digital, instead shooti 
film, and after about 90 seconds spitting out 


nstax Square SQ6 has 
ng to square-format 
adinky 62mm print. 


This camerahas additional smarts too: colour filters, macro and 
double-exposure modes, aten-second timer for group selfies, 
auto-exposure, anda flash that automatically adjusts the shutter 


speed to ensure your image isn't a gloomy me 
work out at about £1each, that last one's p 
£125 / fujifilm.com 


ss. Giventhat the pics 
robably just as well. 


je) 


DualShock-esque Bluetooth pad, 
but each console module you add 

has aretro controller that apes its 
respective original. Once plugged in, 
you'll be able to play lag-free — pretty 
much essential for beat-'em-ups and 
the brutally unforgiving platformers 
of yesteryear. 
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PLAYING ae 4. 
CARDS eo 


All hands on decks 


PLAYING CARDS 


1Air Deck 

Durable, waterproof, lightweight 
and about half the width of a 
standard deck, these are perfect 
when travelling, especially if your 
bag is already full of Jaffa Cakes. 
£8.99 / thefowndry.com 


‘Forma’is Spanish for ‘shape’. 

If youknow how to do one of 
those fancy shuffling tricks, 

it'll look extra-impressive using 
this stylish deck. 

£9.99 / jpgamesltd.co.uk 


3 Marvel Universe 
Waddingtons No.1 
Watch for your mates' reaction 
when youreveala grinning Groot 
front and centre of your winning 
handthenext time you play poker. 
£3.50 / amazon.co.uk 


4 Bicycle 

The best-known card brandon 
the planet has been producing 
decks since 1885. Soif youneed 
some cards for your summer 
break, youreally can't go wrong. 
£7.99 (2decks) /johnlewis.com 


5 Minim 

“The thing about traditional clubs, 

hearts, diamonds and spades \ 
is that they're abit showy," Se 
said nobody, ever. Still, Minim's : ) \ 
understated cards are very cool. \ 
£10.95 / areaaware.eu " 


oeesvocee deerndcccvesrcesccedecsoesse Y ; \ 


6 Product Red a. am 
Every purchase of Product Red's e 
cards contributes to the global 

fight against HIV/AIDS, plus i aia ae ain \ 
they're made of paper from Noveskaesea AY 
sustainable forests. Right on. iia \ 
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Lens be friends 


OPTOMA UHDS1A 


The Optoma UHD51A isn't mucking about whenit comes to specs. 
When you want some seriously goodhome cinema, this projector offers 
4k resolution, 2400-lumen brightness, anda500,000:1cortrast ratio. 

For connecting other kit, you get two HDMI 2.0 ports plus VGA, and 
there's anintegrated USB media player as well. Handily, verticallens shift 
gives youa wider range of options regarding where to place the unit 
without projecting cinema classics onto the back of someone's head. 
But the standout for many willbe that youneedn't lift a finger to control 
the thing. Alexa smarts mean youcan bark at the UHD51A to change the 
volume, switchinputs, andlaunch content. There's no word onhowit 
responds to ''Now get mesome popcorn, my metal and plastic slave". 
£1550 / amazon.co.uk 


eee 
Plastic blur trend 


S5DOODLER CREATE+ 


Some gadgets just slap abig ol’ grin on your face. The 3Doodler of 2013 
was one such device, evenif our artistic prowess left alot to be desired 
(let's just say Big Ben didn't look quite so iconic once we'd finished with 
it). The original product has been tweaked numerous times since then, 
but the latest iteration sounds like the biggest upgrade to date. The 
3Doodler Create+ employs what its maker calls the first dual-drive 
systemin any 3D printer. Not only does this mean youcan draw with 
more plastics, but it should also lead to fewer jams interrupting the 
creation of your 3D masterpiece. Other improvements include anew 
heating algorithm, an auto sleep mode andmore defined fast and slow 
settings. And to think we used to make do with apacket of felt tips. 
from £80 / the3doodler.com 


EADROP 


EVERYTHING 
& DOWNLOAD 


Unfold 


E free / iOS, Android 


Whether it's on 
‘stories’ areone 


Snapchat or Instagram, 
of fastest-growing social 


media trends, and you'llno doubt be familiar 


withthe endless streams of avocado on 


‘influencer 


toast, #nofilter beach views and extremely 
thought-provoking motivational quotes. 
But youdon't have tobe a wannabe 

to enjoy mucking about with 


the software — andthat becomes even 


more fun with U 


nfold. 


It'sastory-formatting app that lets you 


apply tidy temp 
videos. This hel 


lates to existing photos and 
ps youtotransform your 


questionable smartphone photography 
into slick-looking #content, plusit's alot 


of fun collaging 
one frame. This 


photos and videos onto 
is what scrapbooking 


looks like in 2018. 
What really makes Unfold stand out 


from other layo 


ut appsisits multimedia 


approach to displaying content. Previously, 
your story could be either a photo or video, 


with any captio 


nor hashtag overlaying 


the content. Now you can display pictures, 
captions and videos all atthe sametime, 
creating an all-singing, all-dancing visual 


treat for the eyes. 


Marvel's Spider-Manhas been 
one of the PlayStation 4’s most 
anticipated exclusives since its 
revealin 2016. Fans’ enthusiasm 
has been balanced by some 
cautious optimism, however, 

as Peter Parker's previous 
interactive outings have been 
less than stellar. 

We're pleased to announce, 
then, that Marvel's Spider-Man 
is shaping up to be afan-pleasing 
hoot that could stand next to 
the Batman: Arkhamseries as 
one of the very best superhero 
games. Ithelps that Spider-Man 
is forgoing ‘origin tale’ tediumin 


26 €) 


MARVELS SPIDER-MAN 


favour of putting players behind 
aweb-crawler who's already 
comfortable with his crime- 
fighting powers and, of course, 
the responsibility that comes 
withthem. 

Within seconds of picking 
up the DualShock 4, we were 
zipping through Marvel's 
open-worldNYCin acrobatic 
style. Intuitive, responsive and 
sporting an amazing sense 
of momentum, the swinging 
mechanics possess plenty of 
pick-up-and-play appeal. 

The unbridledfreedom you 
feel swinging above the streets 


of the game’s beautifully 
detailed city also translates 
to combat. Spider-Man can 
essentially pinball off and 
around environments — and 
enemies —asheunleashesa 
variety of web-based powers 
and projectiles. When combined 
with his lightning punches, kicks 
and aerial attacks, his webs offer 
an endless variety of ways to put 
goonsin their place. 

If the story and pacing of 
the missions canmatch the 
gameplay, this couldbe the 
game Spidey aficionados have 
been daydreaming about. 


FIRST LOOK 


pagresses 
—_— 


HITMAN 2 everyone's favourite ruthless entirely up to you. Want to episodically, Hitman 2 will 
assassin with a penchant for ghost through levels hiding have six areas from the off, 
C, PS4, X fancy dress. knocked-out guards in with aload of DLC promised 
Yep, ol' baldy is back in conveniently person-sized post-launch. Developer IO 
Flamingo outfits and slapping Hitman 2, the sequel to 2016's containers? You can do that. Interactive has revealed that 
someone in the face with soft reboot(ish) of the thinking And you're equally welcome one of them will see 47 issued 
a fish — sounds like a hazy man's stealth series. As usual, to disguise yourself as a giant acontract at anF1-style race 
recollection of a stag do you'll be dropped into dense pink bird and machine-gun event in sun-soaked Miami. 
somewhere in an Eastern and varied sandbox levels — your way to the mission The game is out in November, 
European city that got a bit now packing more NPCs than objective, as experimentation So you've got plenty of time 
out of hand, doesn't it? But ever — and tasked with taking is uSually rewarded. to dream up the weird and 
no, this is in fact just another out atypically elusive target Unlike the last game, which wonderful scenarios that 
day at the office for Agent 47, or two. How you do that is drip-fed players new missions could unfold there. 


BEST OF UPCOMING LICENSED GAMES 


Once you've come to accept that you'll With Champions League rights now in the Even if all your basketball knowledge 


never experience the success or wealth bag, the world's biggest football game is is derived from Space Jam, we'd still 

of Lewis Hamilton, the next best thing ooking like the complete package. You can recommend giving the NBA 2K games 

is to pretend you're him in a video game. take Huddersfield allthe way tothe Wanda — ashot. You won't find abetter simulation 
After the critical success of last year's Metropolitano — and as FIFA also has the of asport on any console; and as the latest 
entry, F12018 brings a deeper career Europa League in the bag, there’s no need entry marks 20 years, there’s never been a 
mode and even more classic cars to drive, for Arsenal fans to feel left out. better time to see what all the fuss is about. 


AUGUST 
OVERCOOKED 2 
WARIOWARE GOLD 
WE HAPPY FEW 
YAKUZA O 


SEPTEMBER 
MARVELS SPIDER-MAN 
SHADOW OF THE TOMB RAIDER 
SPYRO REIGNITED TRILOGY 


e latest startups, crowdfunded projects and plain crazy ideas 


Have everyone fuelled 
AMPLE 
POWERBANK 

Gadgets are great for doing 
things on the go — until they run 
out of juice. Then you might 
reach for a bulky power-bric 
nestled in a tangle of cables an 
wonder why you bother usin 
anything more technologicall 
advanced than a Biro. The Amp 
Powerbank says it doesn't hav 
to be this way. This slimlin 
charger packs in a 5OOOmA 
battery, and has a clever cab 
system that lets you mix an 
match USB-A, USB-C, microUSB 
and Lightning — allin a charger 
that can quench a phone's thirst 
while stillin your pocket, or 
refuel two simultaneously in 
pass-through mode. 
€49 / amplecharge.com 
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BACK IT 


STACK IT 
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Fizzy cool graffiti 


SCRIBIT 


People have always loved 
scrawling on vertical surfaces, 
but now arobot can do the job 
for us. Like a combination of 

a Roomba, Spider-Man and 
Picasso, Scribit uses erasable 
markers to draw custom art. 
Great to get something new on 
your wall every night — or for 
nutcases to broadcast tweets 
on their bedroom windows. 


$349 / scribit.design 
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Yes, it’s an extender 
DUO 


Multi-screen setups aren't 
viable when you're mobile, 
short of you lugging a second 
screen and apile of cables 
about. Until now, that is. 

Duo is a Full HD screen that 
attaches magnetically to your 
notebook's lid. It'll swivel 180° 
too, for business meetings 
and random bouts of extrovert 
behaviour in the coffee shop. 


$189 / mobilepixels.us 


It's more fun to compute 
BLIPBLOX 


This colourful hunk of plastic 
wants to turn your family into 
an electropop band. For tiny 
hands, there are smackable 
buttons, twisty knobs and tons 
of ear-bending noises. But 
there's scope for adult fun too 
(not that kind), because this is 
a working MIDI synth with two 
low-frequency oscillators and 
an integrated drum machine. 


$139 / blipblox.com 


Widget cube 


This six-sided gadget has 
surfaces to rub and switches 
to click. Butit's also a Bluetooth 
4.0device, for controlling a 
mediacentre with atrackball, 
or touse as apresentation aid. 
Just take care to not prodthe 
‘Bluetooth off’ switch during 
that vital presentation, or 
accidentally fire the laser pointer 
at your boss's face. 


CAS37 / mastabox.com 


Grille seeker 
That funky front grille 
is actually a screen - it 
can animate symbols and 
messages, and warn 
other drivers of 
potential dangers. 


Byton K-Byte 


edan Concept 


TAKE/A BYTE 


Price N/A (concept) / byton.com 


So, what makes this so special? 
This is Byton's K-Byte Sedan 
Concept, a vision of what the 
humble four-door saloon car 
couldlooklikein five years' time. 
Ifthe sensors onthe roof andside 
panels didn't give the game away, 
it's level-4 autonomous — meaning 
it pretty much drivesitself. Electric 
motors should give it more power 
thana Tesla Model S, andbatteries 
underneath could provide arange 
of up to 300 miles. 


Agreed, it’s acorking concept, 
but who the heckis Byton? 

No, it's not ahouseholdname just 
yet, but that's because Bytonhas 
only been around for afew years... 
andits first car, the M-Byte SUV, 
isn'tevenontheroad yet. The 
company is steered by ex-BMW, 
Renault and Infinitiexecs, and 
backed by some of China's biggest 
carmakers, so you'd better believe 
they're going to see some of these 
concepts into production. 


How much of that tempting tech 
willendup onthe car, then? 
Almost all of it, atleastinside the 
cabin. The dashboard-spanning 
touchscreen and steering wheel 
with built-in tablet are already 
confirmed for the M-Byte SUV, 
sothere'snoreasonit won't also 
appear onthe saloon. Eventhe 
animated front grillehas been 
giventhenod. Thelaser-ranging 
sensors andscanners aren't alock 
just yet, though. It'll depend what 
stage we're at with autonomous 
driving laws as to whether they'll 
make the road-going version. 


So when willit hit the road? 

You could bein for along wait on 
this one — and whenit does arrive, 
don't expectit to look exactly 

like the concept. Byton's M-Byte 
SUV is due first, in China by 2019 
and Europe after that, so expect 
a2021 launch for this one. But at 
least that gives youtime to save 
up for the deposit, right? 
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Say hello toa 
blinger Bimmer 
Going big onluxury 
and performance, 
this reborn BMW 
8-series two-door 
coupé hasallthe 
leather, huge 
touchscreens and 
interior opulence 
you'dexpect from 
apremium car, plus 
afire-breathing V8 
under the bonnet, 
goodfor 523bhp 
andO-60ina 
911-baiting 3.7 
seconds. 


: Ford’s new Focus 


is a hole-y driver 
Potholes onsome 
of Blighty'’s B-roads 
have got so badthe 
tarmacis starting 
tolook like the 
surface of the 
moon. Thenew 
Ford Focus arrives 
later this summer 
with an optional 
sensor pack that 
scans theroad 
ahead, stiffening 
up the suspension 
so the wheels don't 
take abattering. 


Contracts aren't 
just for mobiles... 
.. They're for SUVS 
too. Jaguar Land 
Rover has launched 
asubscription 
service that for one 
monthly payment 
covers renting 

the car, servicing, 
insurance, 
breakdown cover 
and maintenance. 
Itisn't cheap, 
though: aRange 
Rover Sport willset 
you back £2200 
amonth. 


PRO EVOLUTION 
SOCCER 2019 

Sure, the all-conquering 
FIFA might have hoovered 
up its Champions League 
icence this year, but for 
football-gaming purists 
PES will always be the 
No1 choice. If anything, 
Liverpool fans should 
be grateful: losing the 
authentic representation 
of European football's / To celebrate its 40th 
most prestigious / anniversary, Michael 
tournamentmeansthey Ff Cimino's career-defining 
won't have to virtually / EVERYONE’S war dramais getting the 


relive that final. ACRITIC 4K treatment. Soif it's 
beena while since you 
revisited it — and you're 
ucky enough to have 
three whole hours to set 
aside for some top-class 
harrowing drama — now 
is the time. 


October 
Top 100 
gaogets 
On sale 
06/09/18 
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YOUR MONTH 


16 years ago 
Interpol release 
their debut stuoio 
album, Turn on 


THEN the Bright Lights 


Who needs holidays? 


NOW 


Listen to 
new album 
Marauder 


THEN 


7 years ago 
Ready Player 
One published for 
the first time 


PLAY EXPO 
What better way to 
celebrate how far video 


ANT MAN AND games have come than 
THE WASP NOW Thought the MasterChef by shuffling around 

After the dizzying contestants had it tough? ANIMATION asweaty show floor 
superhero onslaught Well, we're yet to see ARTISAN | battling your fellow geeks 
of Avengers: Infinity War, John and Gregg task Segas Duncan. for a go on Pac-Man? 

we welcome a Marvel Watch the their wannabe culinary Gutteridge will Bringing together retro 
flick that only asks us to film adaptation sensations with be running a Classics, indie gems, VR 
concentrate on a couple on Blu-ray successfully navigating a Sonic Drawing andloads more under one 
of very small ones. Well, kitchen located in a falling Masterclass roof, the Play Expo this 
the first Ant Man turned hot-air balloon. Standard throughout year hits London for the 
out pretty funny... stuff in Overcooked 2. the weekend. first time. 
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WIN A PS4™ PRO, A 4K SONY TV & 
A COPY OF FIFA 19 WITH AO.COM 


HOW TO ENTER 


For your chance to swoop on this bundle 
of swanky Sony goodies, simply go to 
stuff.tv/win and answer this question: 


The World Cup's been and gone, everyone's had a 
nice summer break and it’s time to start preparing 
for the big kick-off again — that's right, the new 
version of FIFA comes out next month. 

To celebrate this key event in the British football 
calendar, we've got together with online electrical 
retailer AO.com to line up the perfect Sony gaming 
bundle: one lucky Stuff reader will be snaffling a 


Sony KD43xF7003BU telly with 4K resolution and | [ne SOIC AARIPIONS , 
HDR (worth £649), along with a PlayStation®4 weet HURRY! 
Pro — our favourite console, with 4K gaming* and | A». RealMadrid & Liverpool = COMPETITION 


“<<< ee we ee ee 


WHICH TEAMS CONTESTED 


1TB of onboard storage (£349) — plus a copy of B... Unreal Madrid & Everton CLOSES 


FIFA 19 once it's released on 25 September. Put C... Highly Improbable Madrid vara 
those three together and that’s basically the rest 
of your year sorted. 

And there's no need to thump the turf in anguish 
if you turn out not to be our winner: just head 
over to AO.com to browse over 7000 products, 
from washing machines and laptops to TVs and 
food processors, delivered at a time that suits you. 


& Accrington Stanley 


' 
Terms & conditions: 1 Open to UK residents aged 18 or over. : 
Entries close 1.59pm, 13 Sept 2018.3 Prizes areasstated. + 
4Prizes are non-transferable. 5 Only one entry per person. : 
' 

' 

' 

* 


N 


Full Ts & Cs: kelsey.co.uk/competition-terms-conditions/ 
Promoter: Kelsey Media Ltd, Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry's Hill, 
Cudham, Kent TN16 3AG 


PS4 Pro upscales lower resolutions to 2160p. HDR not supported by all games 
and entertainment streaming services. 4K/HDR TV required for 4K and HDR. 


*Games and entertainment streaming services can output up to 2160p; 
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LAPTOP SPECIAL 


STUDENT 


Get a first-class machine that’s capable of working 
the night shift before that Jam essay deadline 


ACER SWIFT 3 [2018] 


from £499 / stuff.tv/Swift3 


The Acer Swift 3 is the 
computing equivalent of a 
King Pot Noodle washed down 
with snakebite and black: a 
powerful cocktail representing 
proper bang for your buck 
that frees up student loan 
funds for more important 
things, like bucket hats. 

For under £500 you get a 
generous 14in Full HD display 
with super-narrow bezels 
and up to 10hrs of battery life, 
ensuring you can get through 
every episode of Atlanta 
during lectures. There's 
also aplethora of ports and 
a capable backlit keyboard for 
larking about on Reddit. 

There's a specification for 
every budget, but for peak 


performance the range-topper 
features an 8th-gen Intel 

Core i7 processor, an Nvidia 
GeForce MX150 graphics 

card, 8GB of RAM and lashings 
of storage: a 1TB HDD and 
128GB SSD dual setup 
provides the best of both 
worlds for fast loading times 
and large capacity. 


Study buddy 
In top spec it'll run Windows 10 
smoother than a single malt... 
if you don't mind swapping the 
smoking jacket and Director's 
Edition whiskey for afew nights 
on the white cider in order 
to afford it. Anyway, don't kid 
yourself, you're not Finch from 
American Pie. 

Whichever derivative you 
plump for, everything comes 


wrapped in aluminium and 
housed behind glass. You 
also get a fingerprint sensor, 
so there's no need to worry 

if you drunkenly changed your 
password to the forgotten 
name of the girl you met in 
PopWorld last night. 

We'll give you a clue: it's not 
Cortana, although Microsoft's 
personal assistant is on hand 
if youneed someone to talk to 
when all the coursework and 
exams become too much. 


Tech specs 

Screen 14in Full HD LCD 
Processor Up to 8th-gen 

Intel Core i7 RAM 8GB Storage 
Up to 128GB SSD & 1TB HDD 
OS Windows 10 Dimensions 
340x235x18mm, 1.5kg 


Stuff says Powerhouse performance to match the looks from 
a laptop that really should cost a whole lot more KKK *K* 


COMPLETE THE SETUP 


@ 
Ruark Audio MRx 


£399 / ruarkaudio.com 
Odds are your pokey student 


digs won't entertain a massive : 


stereo, So Some minimalist 
class is what's needed. 

The MRx from British brand 
Ruark is a wireless multiroom 
speaker with exceptional 
sound. Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, 

USB, optical and analogue 
connectivity are joined by 
Alexa support, all smothered 
in sexy acoustic fabric. 


- GEE WiFi Mini 


from £50 [PAYG], £12 
{monthly] / ee.co.uk 


For the times when you can't 
find free Wi-Fi to connect 

to, or when it's slower than 

a dial-up connection, EE has 
redesigned its broadband 
dongle range for improved 
performance. The new 

CAT 12-enabled 4GEE provides 
access to EE's 4G+ speeds 
and can connect ten devices 
simultaneously, 


m XX 
: Herschel 
- Anchor Sleeve 


£30 / herschelsupplyco.co.uk 


Canadian hipster brand 
Herschel has achieved the 


* sort of status where nobody 
* scoffs at it no matter what 

: their social class — and this 
fleece-lined sleeve is the 


perfect partner to the Acer, 
Other designs are available, 
but all come fully padded with 
an exposed plastic zip anda 


* classic woven label. 


te 


itso he ae 


Prefer old-school 
radio stations to 
Spotify playlists? 
This speaker has 
a built-in internet 
radio tuner, so 
you never have 
to miss out on 
Chris Moyles’ 
nattering 

ever again. 


Does your 
smartphone 
have terrible 
battery life? 
Fortunately, 
the 4GEE 
features a 
4300mAh 
battery bank 
with USB-C 
fast charging. 


eee 

There are 15 
different colour 
variants for this 
laptop sleeve, 
including the 
Dark Chambray 
Crosshatch 
pictured. But 
some options 
only come in 
specific sizes. 


LAPTOP SPECIAL 


GAMER 


LAPTOP SPECIAL ®@@@ 


Don't stay rooted to your desktop computer: 
game on the go with this portable monster 


from £1700 / stuff.tv/Blade15 


Time was, most gaming 
laptops were so bulky they'd 
give even Dwayne Johnson 

a crooked spine if he hauled 
one around in arucksack. 
Meanwhile, those machines 
that were lightweight enough 
to merit the portability tag 
could barely run Candy Crush, 
never mind the hordes of 
hyper-realistic shooters that 
PCnerds worship. 

These days, though, gaming 
aptops have finally cracked 
the fine balancing act between 
portability and power, and 
there's no better example 
than the Razer Blade 15. At just 
over 2kg it's light enough to 
carry to work without causing 
your back any grief, yet packs 


RAZER BLADE 15 


the power to play absolutely 
any game you please without 
performance worries. 


League of legends 
Actually, that's not doing it 
justice. Thanks to its 8th-gen 
Intel Core CPU, 16GB RAM and 
GTX 1070 GPU, the Blade 15 
lets youcrank The Witcher 3's 
video setting to the max and 
ogle glorious graphical fidelity 
that makes the PS4's look 
like cardboard cutouts. Just 
bear in mind it can reach 
ege-frying temperatures 
when running such power, 
so it's best to keep this laptop 
off your lap top. 
Of course you also need a 
Snazzy screen, and the Blade 
15's delivers. Its 144Hz refresh 
rate ensures ultra-smooth 


performance, while the 15.6in 
Full HD display has vibrant 
colour popping out of the 
screen like a confetti cannon. 
And if even that's not enough, 
there's also a 4K option. 
What's more impressive 
is that all this power has been 
stuffed into a slim frame that 
won't look too out of place 
in the office... though you do 
have the option of a colour- 
shifting backlit keyboard if you 
eally want to draw attention. 


Tech specs 

Screen 15.6in Full HD LCD 
Processor 8th-gen Intel Core i7 
RAM 16GB Storage 256GB 
/512GB GPU GTX 1060/1070 
OS Windows 10 Dimensions 
355x235x16.8mm, 2.07kg 


Stuff says This ultra-portable has enough power to make your 
games console jealous, but can get unbearably hot K**& *&s* 


) 
SteelSeries Rival 600 


£80 / steelseries.com 


Imagine missing out ona 
Fortnite victory because 

your mouse was too sluggish. 
That's a one-way ticket out of 
the window for your gaming 
peripheral. You won't have 
such problems with the Rival 
600 thanks to its dual-sensor 
system; and with 256 weight 
and balance configurations, 
you'll be able to customise it 
for optimum FPS skills. 


COMPLETE THE SETUP 


Nanoleaf Rhythm 
Smarter Kit 


£220 / nanoleaf.me 


These music-reactive light 
panels are wasted on the likes 
of Kanye's nonsensical raps. 
Instead, blast out the gunfire 
from Call of Duty or the Norse 
soundtrack of God of War, and 
Nanoleaf's lights will dance like 
the youth in an'80s disco. And 
once the gaming's done, you 
can use Alexa to activate a 
more relaxing light display. 


- LogitechG G560 
- Lightsync Speaker 


£209 / logitechg.com 


You'd think a speaker would be 
the one gaming accessory to 
escape the flood of flashing 
RGB lights, but this boomtastic 


: setup proves otherwise. We're 


not grumbling, though, as these 
glowers imitate the onscreen 
action for select games, so 


: fiery explosions and splashes 


of water are projected onto 
your bedroom wall. 


ee 
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LAPTOP SPECIAL 
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Paper and pens are so last decade - your progeny 
will need an ace machine to become A* students 


DELL CHROMEBOOK 3183 EDUCATION 2-IN-1 


from £259 / stuff.tv/ Dell3189 


Dell’s 2-in-1 Chromebook is 
designed to be school-proof 
from the moment kids leave 
the house, forget their bag 

is undone and see everything 
come crashing down on the 
driveway... just before Dad 
reverses over it. 

OK, so this is not quite 
indestructible, but Dell Drop 
Protection helps it withstand 
lockers, backpacks, buses and 
projectiles hurled across the 
school canteen. There's also 
a spill-resistant keyboard and 
rubberised edges for when 
you're recreating Harry Potter 
potions in science. 

Lurking under the covers 
is ahybrid laptop, with an 
admittedly low-resolution 


touchscreen, built specifically 
for the classroom. It’s powered 
by areliable Intel Celeron 
N3060 processor, used widely 
on Chromebooks around this 
price. There's also ten hours 
of battery life to last through 
lessons and beyond. 


All star 

Central to its usefulness is the 
ability to work in laptop, tablet 
or tent mode, where it can be 
flipped over and perched ona 
desk for students to view and 
write from any angle. Mind, this 
does make it harder to create 
phallic artwork without the 
teacher seeing. 

To help support aspiring 
smartarses there's something 
called the G Suite for Education, 
where Google keeps its apps 


for students and teachers 

in one online location. This lets 
Ms Krabappel distribute and 
mark essays easily, So now 
your dog needs to eat your 
computer and the entire cloud 
for you to get away with not 
handing in homework. 

Lastly, teachers, if you have 
control of the IT budget, a Dell 
charging cart lets you boost 
aclass worth of laptops all 
at once while wheeling them 
down the corridor. 


Tech specs 

Screen 11.6in Full HD 
touchscreen Processor Intel 
Celeron N3060 RAM 4GB 
Storage 16GB/32GB/64GB 
OS Chrome Dimensions 
304x208x21mmM, 1.43kg 


Stuff says A versatile Chromebook with the quality to cope with 
whatever happens in or outside of the classroom *&*&&* x 


COMPLETE THE SETU 


£49 / store.google.com 


Google's baby connected 
speaker is a great addition 

to bedroom desks. It's not just 
a capable introduction to the 
world of voice assistants, but 
the perfect companion to Dell's’ : 
school-savvy Chromebook. 
The Minilooks and sounds 
better than Amazon's Echo 
Dot, andis far more likely 

to be able to answer random 
questions from inquisitive kids. 


p 


Master Lock 
Computer Lock 


£15 / masterlock.eu 


Back in the day, Master Lock 
taught Houdini a thing or two 
about escapology, so it knows 
its onions when it comes to 
stopping stuff from going 
walkies. Its self-coiling 
combination lock for laptops 
extends from 10cm to 1.8m, 
leaving you plenty of slack 
to attach it to any immovable 
object you find. 


Google Daydream 
£99 / store.google.com 


If you're going down the Google 
route for your laptop, chances 


> are anaffordable Android 


smartphone is in the offing 
too. Slip that handset into the 
Daydream VR headset and 
kids get immersive access 

to educational apps such 


: as Expeditions, where they 
: Can virtually visit historically 


important places such as the 


» Taj Mahal and Colosseum. 


@ 

Grab some 
Philips Hue bulbs 
and Belkin WeMo 
plugs with the 
Home Mini, and 
Junior will be able 
to control an 
entire room with 
his or her voice 
without leaving 
the study chair. 


Not very good 
at remembering 
numerical 
passcodes? 
Fortunately 
there's a version 
of the Computer 
Lock that's 
unlocked with 

a four-letter 
combo instead. 


Don't have 

a compatible 
Android phone? 
No problem: 
Google and 
Lenovo are 
working on 
aDaydream 
headset that 
doesn't need 
extra hardware. 
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For an extra £70 
you can buy the 
Marble Edition 
of the Eclipse 
Charger in black 
or white. It has 
the same number 
of ports as the 
normal version, 
but looks 
seriously slick. 


A range of 
Paper Tablet 
smart notebooks 
and planners are 
available once 
you've run out 
of pages, and 
everything 
works with 

the Pen+ 

smart pen. 


eee 

If you've 
plumped for the 
wireless version 
of the Retro 
Classic, you'll get 
a6000mAh 
battery. Azio 
reckons it should 
last you about a 
month between 
charges. 


HUME WORKER 


LAPTOP SPECIAL 


Who needs the office when you ve got a workaholic 
PC that can tackle anything you throw its way? 


from £1899 / stuff.tv/ZBPro 
(available late August) 


It takes a lot for a ripple of 
excitement to stretch through 
the Stuff office when anew 
laptop is announced, but our 
first look at the Asus ZenBook 
Pro had us brimming with 
anticipation. Could it be that 
PCs are exciting again? 

Starting with the obvious, 
yes that's asecond display in 
the trackpad. The 5.5in Full HD 
ScreenPad is ace for dual tasks, 
ike referring to presentations 
or doing calculations without 
minimising windows on the 
main display — it's like having 
a smartphone embedded into 
the base of your laptop. 

This flagship touchscreen/ 
touchpad hybrid for pros has 


ASUS ZENBOUOK PRO 


a 15,6in Pantone-validated 

4K main display for accurate 
colour reproduction, It's 
surrounded by a super-skinny 
copper bezel, made from 
aluminium, and comes ina 
fetching Deep Dive Blue finish. 


Absolute power 

Under the hood there's the 
choice of an Intel Core i5, i7 

or six-core 8th-gen 9, paired 
up with 8GB or 16GB of RAM. 
Graphics are taken care of by 

a GeForce GTX 1050 Ti with 
4GB RAM, giving the ZenBook 
some gaming pedigree. 

You also get a fingerprint 
sensor, Amazon Alexa voice 
control and connectivity 
courtesy of two USB-C ports 
capable of supporting two 
external 4K displays at once... 


you know, for when you don't 
have enough displays already. 
Oh, and a third external display 
can be attached via HDMI, if 
you're absolutely mental. 

Given the mammoth specs, 
the ZenBook Pro isn't the most 
portable 15in laptop on the 
market and more of a desktop 
replacement. The 14in model 
coming later this year might 
be more backpack-friendly, 
andis equally laden with Asus 
bells and whistles. 


Tech specs 

Screen 15.6in 4K touchscreen 
Processor Intel Core i5/i7/i9 
RAM 8GB/16GB 

Storage 256GB/512GB/1TB 
OS Windows 10 Dimensions 
360x240x19mMmM, 1.8keg 


Stuff says The most exciting and feature-loaded Windows 10 
laptop since... well, Windows 10 KK *k**K* 


& 
Eclipse Charger 


£70 / nativeunion.co.uk 


If you have lost your marbles 
and hooked up two external 
displays to the ZenBook's 
USB ports, the Eclipse from 
Native Union offers a 3-port 
USB charging station for your 
other devices. The cylindrical 
device doubles as a winding 
cable-tidy to hide wires, and 
features Smart IC technology 
for asafe, high-speed power 
supply to your many gadgets. 


COMPLETE THE SETUP 


Moleskine Smart 
Writing Set 


£199 / moleskine.com 


With so many displays on 
offer we can forgive you for 
wanting a screen break from 
time to time. Moleskine's 
Smart Writing Set not only 
looks the part in any home 
study, but also means you 
can switch to pen and paper 
knowing full well everything 
sketched is transferred 
digitally to your computer, 


Azio Retro 


- Classic Keyboard 
from £160 / aziocorp.com 


» This keyboardis as stylish as 


they come, with backlit keys 
that look and soundlike a 
vintage typewriter. Choose 
between a Bluetooth or USB 


: wired model, with lashings of 


genuine leather, wood and 
polished alloy. This can get 


grubby under greasy fingers, 
» soit'sagood job a polishing 
: cloth comes bundled. 


00 
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You can't travel the world with a 10kg PC; here's 
a lightweight companion to keep you productive 


HP SPECTRE 13 [2018] 


from £1400 / stuff.tv/Spectre 


We all know someone who 
went on a gap year and 

10 years later they're still 
‘working’ from the island 
where The Beach was filmed. 
There's a word for people like 
this, but they'd prefer we call 
them ‘digital nomads’, 

OK, So we're jealous of 
the ability to work anywhere, 
any time, and scrape enough 
of a living to reside almost 
exclusively in Thai beach huts. 
It takes a particular type of 
laptop to support this type of 
existence andit's called the 
HP Spectre 13. 

Most HP laptops are solid, 
reliable machines focusing 
mainly on bang for your buck. 
So the Spectre has always 


been abit of asurprise, with 
its bling-tastic chromed gold 
hinge that makes all others 
look rather plain. 


Light relief 
This machine's real claim to 
fame, though, is its portability. 
A mere 10.4mm thick and only 
weighing 1.11kg, the Spectre 
is essentially alaptop-shaped 
prescription for curing cricked 
necks and aching backs. 
This uncompromising vision 
of alaptop primed for the 
future packs in Intel's Core i7 
processor, a 13in touchscreen 
AK display, and a choice of 
RAM and SSD configurations. 
You also get a pair of Bang & 
Olufsen speakers, 
Round the back you'll find 
USB-C connectivity and a pair 


of USB 3.0 ports — and before 
you lambast the lack of full-size 
USB or HDMI connections, HP 
has been good enough to 
provide all the necessary 
travel-friendly adaptors and 
dongles in the box. 
We're deeply in the love 
with the ceramic, carbon fibre 
and aluminium finishes, and 
reassured by the hunk of 
Gorilla Glass covering the 4K 
display. The only thing to let it 
down is mediocre battery life. 


Tech specs 

Screen 13.3in 4K touchscreen 
Processor Intel Core i7 

RAM 8GB/16GB 

Storage 512GB/1TB OS 
Windows 10 Dimensions 
308x224x10.4mm, 1.11kg 


Stuff says The spectacular Spectre packs plenty into a portable 
frame that will please constant travellers Kk *k xs 


COMPLETE THE SETUP 


@ 
BSO Play H8i 


£349 / beoplay.com 


The Spectre’s speakers 
feature Bang & Olufsen 
Signature Sound, so for 
consistency in the cans 
department these H8i 
Bluetooth noise-cancellers 
have got your covered. The 
on-ear design makes them 
lightweight and compact, as 
does the aluminium build, and 
aleather headband ensures 
they're hard-wearing. 


Knomo World 
Travel Adaptor 


£33 / knomobags.com 


Thanks to its fold-out pin 
mechanism, Knomo's World 
Travel Adaptor is super-slim 
for portability so it doesn't 
poke out and rip ahole in your 
hand luggage. Plug-wise 
you're covered for 220 
countries, while it's suitable 
for use with any USB charging 
cable so there's no favouritism 
between Apple and Android. 


eee 
Knomo Novello Rolltop 


£199 / knomobags.com 


Knomo's Novello is an 
everything-every where 
backpack that can increase 

or decrease in size and 
weather any storm. Waxed 
for water-resistance and with 
a 15in padded laptop section, 
it has other tricks up its rolltop 
sleeve as well: a dedicated RFID 
pocket protects against phone, 
bank card and passport data 
theft, for example. 


cs) 

Battery life for 
the Beoplay H8i 
headphones 

is between 

30 and 45 hours. 
And you can 
always switch to 
a 3.5mm jack if 
your electric juice 
completely runs 
out mid-flight. 


Included with 
the travel adaptor 
is a faux-leather 
protective sleeve. 
It helps prevent 
damage so you 
don't get stuck 
somewhere 
even scarier than 
Wales witha 
dead phone. 


The Knomo 
Novello Rolltop 
rucksack has 
room for an 
optional extra 
10,000mAh 
battery pack, so 
you'll never have 
to worry about 
your laptop 
conking out. 


KNOMO 
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With various 
options for 
storage size — 
from amodest 
500GBtoa 
whopping 5TB — 
there should bea 
DiskAshur 2 to 
fulfil every 
creative type’s 
needs. 


ee 

The Brydge 
12,9's 12-month 
battery life 
means there's no 
need to worry 
about it leeching 
power from the 
iPad Pro, so you 
don't need to set 
up camp next to 
a power outlet. 


eee 

It's not just the 
iPad Pro that the 
Apple Pencil can 
sketch and 
doodle on. It also 
works with 
2018's revamped 
iPad, So you 
needn't miss out 
if you baulked at 
the Pro's price. 


LREAIUR 
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Become an on-the-move multimedia maestro 
with this assortment of high-powered gadgetry 


from £769 / stuff.tv/iPadPro 


Say hello to the joker in our 
laptop pack. Yes, it’s a tablet, 
but no ordinary one: the 
oversized iPad Prois a 
creative’s dream because 

it’s absurdly powerful — almost 
to irresponsible levels. 

The Pro has a fantastic 
Retina display, a battery that 
asts all day long and processor 
performance to outpace most 
aptops. Add a keyboard and 
Apple Pencil into the mix and 
it becomes a productivity 
powerhouse too, and that's 
where our focus lies. 

Calling the iPad Pro fast isn't 
telling the full story. Apple's 
A10X Fusionis an absolute 
beast of a chip, providing 
enough grunt to run even 


APPLE iPAD PRO 1e.3in 


the most demanding apps, with 
three high-performance cores 
and three efficient low-power 
cores to extend battery life. 


Go Pro 

Stick an iPad Pro alongside 

a similar—priced laptop and 
the former comes out on 

top in benchmarks — it's that 
powerful. All that matters 

is how responsive, slick and 
instant everything feels. You 
could be editing an image 
with multiple layers then jump 
into a CAD design app, and it 
won't even need to redraw the 
screen. Mindblowing. 

Even the most demanding 
games are no match for it, 
with silky-smooth frame rates 
no matter what you play. The 
higher screen refresh rate 


only adds to the sense of 
buttery smoothness. 

There's plenty of storage 
space for these demanding 
apps, games and of course 
your collection of arty films. 
The entry-level iPad Pro has 
64GB, but you can step up to 
2560GB or even 512GB if you 
want. The Pro's extra power 
doesn't come at the expense 
of battery life either, with up 
to 10hrs possible — and that's 
a conservative estimate. 


Tech specs 

Screen 12.9in 2732x2048 
Retina Processor Apple A10X 
Fusion RAM 4GB Storage 
64GB/256GB/512GB 

OS iOS 11 Dimensions 
306x221x6.9mmM, 677g 


Stuff says It’s pricey for a tablet, but Apple’s ultra-powered 
iPad is worth every penny for creative geniuses KK *k*&* 


& 
iStorage DiskAshur 2 


£ 


rom £159 / istorage-uk.com 


Creatives tend to work with 
huge files sizes, soit pays to 
have extra storage on hand. 
The DiskAshur 2 is claimed to 
be the most secure external 
SSD in the world, featuring 
military-grade hardware 
encryption. If that isn't 
enough, you can protect 

the drive with a PIN that's 


required every time someone 
wants to connect to it. 


COMPLETE THE SETUP 


ee 
Brydge 12.9 


£140 / brydgekeyboards.co.uk 


If you're going to turn your 
iPad Pro into a fully fledged 
laptop, pair it with an equally 
remium Bluetooth keyboard. 
he Brydge 12.9 is forged from 
igh-grade aluminium and 

ses ahinge design for viewing 
ngles of up to 180°. The keys 
re LED-backlit and include a 
row for iOS special functions, 
and it's available in finishes to 
match the iPad itself. 
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Apple Pencil 


£89 / apple.com 


* Amagic wand when it comes 
» to sketching, jotting down 
> notes, painting amasterpiece 


r marking up documents. 


- O 
» Press harder for thicker lines 
a 


nd lighter for thinner ones. 


; Create shade by tilting, and 


ou can evenrest your other 


raw. It's compatible with a 
whole host of apps, including 


By 
> hand onthe screen while you 
d 


the full Microsoft Office suite. 
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@ Weather Timeline 
This elegant Android effort 
feels like weather forecasting 
in the future as you zip about 
its modern interface, tapping 
ocations onthe Places screen, 
scrolling timelines and perusing 
wiggly neon graphs. It's usable 
too, with flat colour outlining 
conditions: yellow for sun, blue 
for rain, and — one you'll soon 
get used to in Blighty — grey 
for drab cloud. 

Stuff says kkk KK 

£1.19 / Android 


@ Carrot Weather 
Equal parts fun and terrifying 
neither of those things usually 
being associated with weather 
apps), Carrot is helmed by an Al 
intent on the destruction of the 
human race. But for now she's 
content to provide weather 
forecasts — and dish out snark, 
insults and occasional games of 
‘hunt the landmark’. In short, it’s 
Dark Sky meets HAL 9000. 
Stuff says kk kk 

£ free (IAPs) / Android 

£4.99 (IAPs) /iOS 


ay 


@ Today Weather 


One for the minimalists, Today 
Weather has the kind of visual 
design that'd make Jony lve 
squee — all spindly fonts and 
sleek icons. But this app's 
packed with info too, from the 
massive temperature readout 
to details like air quality and 
sunset times. Just turn off the 
semi-random ‘representative’ 
photos, which really don't add 
to the experience. 

Stuff says * kk x 

£ free (IAPs) / Android, iOS 


YAHOO! 


i POCKET 
1 WEATHER 
1 DIVINE 


@ Yahoo Weather 
Like Today Weather, Yahoo's 
effort spruces up its interface 
with photographs, but in this 
case you get location-based 
images for biggish towns and 
cities. Scroll down a bit and you'll 
also find plentiful forecast info. 
Handy when you want some 
quick insight into whether it'll 
be sunny at the weekend — or 
temporarily forget what your 
hometown looks like. 

Stuff says kk Kx 

Efree / Android, iOS 
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@ Ventusky 


The most visually dazzling of 
weather apps, Ventusky shows 
the ebb and flow of weather 
patterns as slowly snaking 
wind-arrows that meander 
across a colourful map. A few 
taps will get you to weekly 

and hourly forecasts, and there 
are many ‘layers’ beyond rain 
and temperature available for 
dedicated weather wonks. 
Stuff says * kkk x 

£free (IAPs) / Android 

£2.99 /iOS 


UX National Weather 


@ Met Office 


It's not the prettiest, but the 
Met Office's official app is often 
the most accurate for people 
iving in the UK. It's a good bet 
for anyone who wants to go 
abit old-school too — you get 
the usualicons and graphs, but 
can also tap on a video forecast 
to see an actual human pointing 
at amap and looking suitably 
sombre when a weekend deluge 
is imminent. 

Stuff says kk *& ky 

Efree / Android, iOS 
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50 years of award-winning 
sound built into every pair 


‘.,.a fantastic 
audio package.’ ire 
Biarnind et + ht Bowers &Wilkins 
bowers-wilkins.co.uk/PX 


What Hi-Fi? 


[ Words Guy Cocker | 


FIRST TEST SONOS BEAM ZO 


Let it Beam 


A compact and affordable soundbar with voice-control smarts from 
Sonos, the masters of multiroom audio? Alexa, order us a dozen! 


onos has sat at the 


ig top of our hi-fi chart 
for aslongaswecan :‘ 
remember, but its : 


home cinema kit has always 
come with a hefty price tag: 
the Playbar and Playbase cost 
£699 apiece. 

So when the Beam was 
announced at just £399, we 
were all ears. Especially because 


the Beam also packs in Alexa 
and HDMI ARC compatibility, 
meaning you can ditch the TV 
remote and control things using 
your voice. 

So where's the catch? Well, 
onits own the Beam isn't quite 
as punchy as its predecessor: 
it's alot smaller than the Playbar, 
with fewer speakers and amps. 
Whether that matters depends 


on where you're coming from: 
if you're upgrading from your TV 


speakers, it sounds phenomenal; 
> there's more to it than just 


but if you're an existing Playbar 
or Playbase owner, you'll notice 
the audio isn't quite as crisp at 
high volumes. 

For most people, though, 
convenience is king, and this is 
where the Beam comes into its 
own, It's packed with features 


designed to make the most 
of the latest TVs, smart home 
tech and mobile devices — and 


built-in Alexa. 

Overall, it's the best soundbar 
you can buy right now for the 
money. If you've been holding 
off diving into the Sonos 
ecosystem, now might just 
be the time to jump in. 


[1] Raising the bar Called to the bar 


The Playbar is a great speaker, As long as you've got a fairly new 

but looks-wise you can definitely TV, the Beam will talk to it using 

tellit was released in 2013. The HDMI ARC — which means you can 

Beam is much more 2018, with turnit on and off using your voice. 

softer edges andachoiceofblack Got anolder telly? You'll have to 

or white finishes. And as long use the included optical adaptor. 5 | 

as your TV is over 30in, it won't It sounds the same, but the Beam See f 
block any of the picture. won't be able to control your TV. 5 ~ 


24 hours with 
the Sonos Beam 


5mins 10mins 15mins 25mins 45mins thr 2hrs 3hrs 6hrs 


Over the bar 


As the Beam is small enough to 

fit right under your TV, Sonos 
has put the buttons on top. You 
can control music playback and 
volume directly, as well as turning 
off the Alexa microphones if 

you want to talk to real people 
without being eavesdropped. 


Order at the bar 


Once you've updated the Sonos 
app on your mobile device and 
linked the soundbar to it, you're 
good to go with voice commands. 
Not every Alexa Skill works with 
the Beam just yet, but we expect 
newer features to filter through 
with time. 


[5] Parallel bars 


Sonos systems are always easy 
to expand. Want more bass? Add 
a Sub to your Beam. Want 5.1 
audio? Get a couple of Play:1 
speakers. It all works wirelessly 
and seamlessly, although if you 
want DTS or Dolby Atmos you'll 
have to look elsewhere. 


Shrs 20hrs 23hrs 


24hrs 


FIRST TEST SONOS BEAM ZOU 


Speakers 4 full-range woofers, 1tweeter, 3 radiators 
Voice commands Alexa with five-mic array 

Touch controls Volume up/down, skip forward/back, 
play/pause, mic mute 

Connectivity HDMI ARC, optical audio, Wi-Fi, Ethernet 
Dimensions 651x100x68.5mm, 2.8kg 


Wherehave you Beamall my life? 


This soundbar’s voice smarts are much more than just 
a tacked-on extra — it’s a properly handy Alexa device 
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Milt's all-knowing Milt's allears 

Most of the things you : This is one of the best 
can do with other Alexa i Alexa devices we've used 
devices, youcandowith intermsof listening. It can 
a Beam. Ask her for the } pick up the wake word 
weather, thelatestnews : fromacrossalarge room; 
headlines or her favourite ; and while you might have 
member of The Beatles, ? to shout over loud music, 
and she'll oblige. ? wenever struggled. 


? Milt's OK, Google 

: Prefer Google Assistant to 
} Alexa? You will be able to 

? use your preferred virtual 
: butler with the Beam at 

: some point in the future, 


Wi it’s all Fired up 

If you've fully bought into 
Amazon's ecosystem 
and have a Fire TV device, 
you can even request TV 
shows and movies. Using 
this setup, you'll pretty : but Sonosis being coy 
much eradicate theneed : about when.Don't hold 
for a traditional TV remote. } your breath. 


loaded with features, and will fit 

into the average living room without 
taking over. We'd still recommend 

a Playbar or Playbase for sound 
quality; but they're alot more money, don't 
have Alexa, and don't control your TV in the 
same slick way. For most people, the Bea 

is the best soundbar out there. | 


\ me) The Beam sounds great, comes 


a 


STUFF SAYS * 

A top choice for those looking 
to buy their first soundbar, and 
Sonos’s first bona-fide bargain 


ZO FIRST TEST 


The alternatives: 


Cheaper ways to rescue your telly’s audio from skinny-tinny hell 


Q Acoustics M3 


/ 


The M3 from British brand Q Acoustics 
manages to give off an air of understated 
cool and is out to do the simple things 
well. You won't find any voice smarts, 
just a remote control, the right number 
of inputs for your TV and a trapezoid 
design that’s pleasing on the eye. Sound 
emanates across 180° thanks to BMR 
(Balanced Mode Radiator) drivers. 


For a well-priced soundbar with HDMI 
ARC support, the M3 really delivers. It’s 
unfussy, stiff-upper-lip British stuff that 
does away with voice assistants to focus 
on great sound instead. The M3 booms 
with bassy low end, just managing to 
avoid compromising clarity or balance, 
and as aresult it doubles as an effective 
Bluetooth music speaker. But really it’s 
mostly at home with you, in the dark, 
making scary things even scarier. 


Speakers BMR drivers, subwoofer 
Connectivity HDMI ARC, optical, 
Bluetooth, RCA, NFC 

Dimensions 1000x125x90mm, 4kg 


It won’t add to your smart home 
but the M3 is masterful for movies 


Sky Soundbox 


/ 


French high-end speaker maker Devialet 
partnered with Sky late last year ona 
bespoke unit to reproduce the best audio 


for its programming schedule. The result 


is this stunted chunky monkey, designed 


to perch in front of your TV. Subscribers 
: get arather fat discount, making it much 


cheaper than the Beam; otherwise you're 


: looking at the thick end of £800. Eesh! 


Hooking a TV up to the 4K-supporting 
HDMI input throws out some serious 
sound. That's thanks to Devialet’s 
Class D amps, driving six woofers and 


; three full-range drivers. Processors send 


different sounds to specific speakers: 


for instance, anything ambient is handled 


by the rear-side ones so they reflect off 
Walls. It’s not quite surround sound, but 

if you're already in Sky's camp, the sound 
quality beats anything else at that price. 


Speakers 2 front-firing and 4 side-firing 


woofers, 3 full-range drivers 


Connectivity HDMI, optical, USB, Bluetooth 


Dimensions 375x210x95mm, 4kg 


A no-brainer if you’ve got Sky; not 
worth the full price if you haven’t 


Yamaha YAS-306 


/ 


Plenty of soundbars profess to simulate 


: surround sound; this one uses something 
: Called Air Surround Xtreme, which aims 

: to virtually reproduce aroom-filling 7.1 

: speaker setup from a bar under a metre 

: wide. It uses dual tweeters, woofers and 

: subwoofers, and is MusicCast-enabled 

: soit'll work with Yamaha's multiroom 

: system — whichis Alexa-friendly. 


For under £250 this might just be the best 


: attempt at virtual surround sound on the 


market. It really works — and the feature 


list is mightily generous too. Design-wise 
: the 306 is equally pretty popped in front 
: of the TV or wall-mounted, but there's no 


HDMI ARC... in fact there’s no HDMI at all, so 


your main option is to fall back onto digital 
: optical. It also lacks alittle low-end oomph. 


Speakers 2 woofers, 2 tweeters, 


2 built-in subwoofers 


Connectivity Alexa via MusicCast, optical, 
: digital coaxial, RCA, Ethernet, subwoofer 


out, Bluetooth, AirPlay, Wi-Fi 


Dimensions 950x131x72mm, 4.9kg 


It’s a yes for the YAS when it comes 
to features and virtual surround sound 
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online, by phone or in store 


View our full range of drones at wex.co.uk/drones 
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HOW TO 
DECIDE 


The green giant 


Bosch Rotak 43 LI Ergoflex 
Cables are annoying, but that needn't tempt 
you into choking the roses with petrol fumes: 
this battery-powered mower is cordless, 


litre container to sweep up your 


trimmings. The extended grass combs 


ensure a close shave, leaving 


your garden looking baby-faced. 
£270 / bosch-garden.com 


— —_ ~— 


Why waste your Sundays pushing about 
a lawnmower when you can just get a robot 


e work for you? This McCulloch 


‘bot can be programmed to mow lawns of 
up to 1000m* at any time of day you please, 


heel itself back to the charging 
ion once its work is done. 


£650 / mcculloch.com 


rein over your garden, but are also too lazy 
to push your mower, this Cobra is a good 
compromise. The self-propelled drive 
system means you only need to worry 
about steering, Just don't fall asleep, or 


WY) 

fag 

Lu 
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U 
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.: The snake in the grass 
Oo Cobra MX46SPB 

- If you're not prepared to give a robot free 
(alk 


og might get anasty shock. 


£345 / cobragarden.co.uk 


Blade trinity 


There are three types of mowing mechanism: 
cylinder, rotary and hover. Rotary blades are 
more versatile than cylinders, and hover mowers 
(also with rotary blades) are the easiest to push. 


The lazy levitator 
Flymo Glider 330 


Hovering gadgets are mostly still reserved 
for Futurama and Star Trek, yet Flymo has 
been making gravity—-defying lawnmowers 
since the 1960s. Floating on a cushion of 
air, this Flymo is a doddle to push around, 
while its foldable design makes it easy 


to shove in the shed. 
£100 / flymo.com 
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Garden looking wilder than a 
rock star’s beard? Ryan Jones 
has the best mower for every 
lawn, whether you're tending 
a postage stamp or managing 


; ‘er ladyship’s grounds A 


The blue beast 
Hyundai HYM430SP 


Hyundai's hot-rod lookalike has a touch of 
Transformers about it... but even without 
morphing abilities (we checked, it is 
definitely just a lawnmower), this is still 
a great machine, with rear-wheel drive 
and a safety feature that cuts power if 


you let go of the handle. 


£199 / hyundaipowerequipment.co.uk 
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The silent s snipper 
Stihl RMA 235 


No garden, regard 


trimmed youlike it, is worth 
eardrums over. Lightweight 


less of how neat! 


y 


bursting your 
and foldable, 


this battery-powered grass—muncher with 
five height settings is one of the quietest 
et, so there's no need 
to don your noise-cancellers. 
£225 / stihl.co.uk 


mowers on the mark 


The eae caretaker 
Honda Miimo HRM300 


At the price of a 4K telly, you'd hope this 
robot lawnmower could also fetch the post 
and put the bins out. Sadly its duties are 
restricted to the grass, but it does have a few 
smart features, such as detecting obstacles 
soit doesn't steamroll through your 


flowers or take 
£1500 /h 


a dip in the pond. 
onda.co.uk 


% 


The gas-guzzler 
Hayter Spirit 41 Autodrive 


With the best featu 


res of the two pet 


rol 


mowers to the left, including self-propulsion 


and rear-wheel dr 
most-loved mowers 


Hayter's unique frict 


blades, so there's m 


ive, this is one of t 


money can buy. 
ion disk protects 
inimal damage w 


it rolls over a hidden toy car. 
£315 / hayter.co.uk 


nen 


& cut to the chase 


he 
Plus, 
the 
hen 


Petrol mowers are the most powerful, but are 
pricey to maintain. Electric models cost less, but 
can be restricted by cables. Unpowered ‘push’ 
mowers are cheap... but need pushing, obvs. 
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The fuss-free flattener 
Ambrogio L60 Deluxe 


Setting up a robot lawnmower can be as tricky 
as making your house safe for reckless 
toddlers... but Ambrogio’s L60 Deluxe doesn’t 
need installation or a perimeter wire like most 
of its automated brethren. Simply plonk this 
compact grass-cutter down ina garden of up 
to 200m? and it'll soon set off onits mission to 
make your garden look as tidy as the ones 
where the Queen takes her dogs to do poopies. 
£899 / ambrogiorobot.com 


Your garden size is important for which mower 


The constant gardener fy F b Mulch appreciated 
/ 
i 


Rather than have you dump cuttings ina 
you buy. Most push, robot and electric mowers binbag, mulch mowers will finely cut the grass 


are only suitable for medium lawns, with petrol a ) and then spread it out onto your lawn as mulch 
the best pick for anything larger. 4 to return nutrients to the soil. 


verywhere you are 


Read it, like it, share it 
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GROUP TEST 


Glass and aluminium 
in your palm is no 
longer the preserve 
of flagship models. 
Time to wave 
goodbye to plastic? 


Nowadays you can 
spend £250 or less 
and still get an 
ultra-sharp 18:9 
screen — great news 
for gamers. 


Despite the increasing 
demands we place on 
phones, you should 
still expect a solid 
day and abit from 
your battery. 


= 


YO GROUP TEST BUDGET PHONES 


Honor /X 


Honor gets a double shout-out 
on this list — see also the 9 Lite on 
p62 — but the 7X is just about the 
most affordable route to a reliable, 
ultra-large-screen experience. 

It has a 5.93in display, a good 
chunk larger than any other on 
test — and size matters if you 
like to watch alot of YouTube 
or Netflix, or play games on the 
way to work. The 18:9 aspect 
ratio ensures it's amodern- 
looking screen, not just a big 
one, and slim bezels means it’s 
much easier to handle than 6in 
screens of past years. 

Just like other Honor phones it 
looks and feels great for the price: 


STUFF SAYS 


AGB of RAM helps 
with multitasking: 
apps and games pose 
very few problems 
for this Honor. 


TRB 


£230 - stuff.tv/Honor7X 


: this isn’t a plastic-shelled phone, 
: it's smoothly curved aluminium, 
: alot like an older-gen iPhone. 


Like the Honor 9 Lite, the 7X 
will stutter a bit with Android's 


: toughest games. But cut down 
: the graphics alittle in titles like 


Asphalt 8 and you'll be back to 
buttery-smooth racing. 
This phone also has amuch 


: higher-res camera than most 
: inits class, witha 16MP sensor. 


It's not great in low light, though, 


> and colour tends to look abit 


muted — check out the Moto 


: G6 Play opposite if you're more 
: of aphotographer than a video 


: streaming obsessive. And the 

: other thing that stops the Honor 
: 7X from ruling this list is battery 

: life. Despite alarge-sounding 

> 3400mAh cell, we were not 

: hugely impressed with this 

> phone's stamina. You may need 

: to give it a top-up before bedtime 
: onfrantic days. 


£free / Android, iOS 


POPP RU U COO OE COSC C COCO CSCC CE Cee eee 


* Screen 5.93in 2160x1080 LCD 
> Processor Kirin 659 

> RAM 4GB 0S Android 7 

: Cameras 16MP + 2MP rear, 

: 8MP front Battery 3400mAh 


Storage 64GB Dimensions 


> 157x75x7.6mm, 165g 


KK KIO 


£free / Android, iOS 


STUFF SAYS 


The 4000mAh 
battery is potentially 
world-beating, and it 

charges quickly via 
‘turbopower’ tech. 


Moto G6 Play 


Motorola's Moto G phones have 
been on our budget hot list for 
so long it’s getting boring. But 
the G6 Play is still the affordable 
phone we end up recommending 
to many people. 

Why? Well, it looks and runs 
like amuch more expensive 
phone, and lasts longer than just 
about anything else at the price: 
its 4000mAh battery runs for 
a solid day and a half. Those 
who just want a phone for work 
emails and messaging should 
easily be able to get two days of 
use between charges. And unlike 
just about every other phone 
at the price, the Moto G6 Play 


GROUP TEST BUDGET PHONES ZOU 


£149 / stuff.tv/MotoG6Play 


> supports fast charging. It gets 
> you from totally flat to full in 
> under two hours. 


There are other neat extras 


: too, such as arear fingerprint 
> scanner, splash-proofing and 
: 32GB of storage. 


: The G6 Play’s back is plastic 


rather than glass like the full-fat 
Moto G6, but it reacts to light in 


: thesame way asits pricier sibling, 
: casting aneat S-shaped swirl of 
: colour across the rear. 


Then there’s the screen. The 


: G6 Play has alarge 5.7in 18:9 
: display, so it looks modern, but 
: 1440x720 resolution means it 


> doesn't appear as sharp as the 
- Honor 9 Lite. 


Still, those are the only real 


: bad bits. Its entry-level CPU 

> plays games well, the cameras 
= are among the best at this price 
* andits smooth curves feel 

: great. That battery life gives 

: it something extra-special too. 


Oe eee eee eee UCC SOC CSCC CeCe eee eee eee) 


: Screen 5.7in 1440x720 LCD 

: Processor Snapdragon 430 

: RAM 2GB 0S Android 8 

> Cameras 13MP rear, 8MP front 
: Battery 4000mAh 

: Storage 32GB Dimensions 

> 154x72x8.9mm, 173g 


kok KI 


ZO GROUP TEST BUDGET PHONES 


£free (IAPs) / Android, iOS 


STUFF SAYS 


The bundled power 
block revs up the 
usual 5V charging 
to 12V, getting the 6 
from empty to fullin 
around 90 minutes. 


Nokia 6 (2018) 


In case you still hadn’t noticed, 
Nokia is back. And ina big way 
too. The Nokia 6 is where you 
see its affordable price and 
solid tech collide... and ‘solid’ 

is the word that perhaps suits 
this phone best. 

An aluminium body so sturdy 
you could use it to break open 
a coconut, solid battery life 
and fast charging all make the 
Nokia 6 aphone on which you 
can rely. 

Nokia hasn't cheaped-out 
on the hardware inside either. 
It has a Snapdragon 630 CPU, 
a mid-range model rather 
than a true bottom-rung 


£229 - stuff.tv/Nokia6 


: one.Demanding games andapps : 
: allrun fine on the 6. 


Bright orange-copper 


: highlights also add a spark 

> of colour to the moody all-black 
> design. Nokia's phones tend 

> tobereserved, but these little 

: flashes of character do make 

> them stand out. 


: The main issue is the Nokia 6's 
> screen. Right now every phone 
: maker going is moving over 

: to 18:9 extra-long displays, 

: but this one is still a standard 

: widescreen 16:9. There's nothing : 
: really wrong with that, but if you : 
> wanta phone that will still look 


current in two years, this one 


> probably isn't it. 


Still, it's also the only phone 


: here that’s part of Android One. 
: This means you get Google’s 

> phone software as intended, 

= with no bloated interface on 

: top that might cheapen the 

> look and feel. 


PCP eee CCC C COC OO CSCO OCOCOCOCOCC OCC CCC OCC eee 


> Screen 5.5in 1920x1080 LCD 

: Processor Snapdragon 630 

> RAM 3GB OS Android 8 

: Cameras 16MP rear, 8MP front 


Battery 3000mAh 


: Storage 32GB Dimensions 
> 149x76x8mm, 172g 


KK KK 
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Moto GB price £120 / stufttv/MotoGs 


What's the story? 

As we mentioned two pages 
ago, the easiest-to-recommend 
budget smartphone series of 
the past few years has been 
undoubtedly the Moto G. It’s 
good, it’s cheap and you can find 
it just about anywhere. 

And while tech prices have 
been steadily creeping up, last 
year’s Moto G5is still available... 
and still a rock-bottom wonder. 
There have been a few changes, 
though. The G5 is more like a 
metal-injected version of the 
old Moto G3 than 2016's Moto 
G4, because it has alittle 5in 
screen rather than a 5.5in one. 
If you want big-screen thrills 


> you'llhave to turn your attention : 
- tooneof the newer G6 models: — : 
> the G6 Play (see p59), the more 
> grown-up G6 or the ‘budget 

: flagship’ G6 Plus. : 
There's a panel of aluminiumin : 
* theremovable plastic back cover : 
: foratouch of class, andaneat : 
: finger scanner on the front. It’s 
> showier than old Moto Gs, but 
: thanks to the chunky screen : 
> bezel you're not going to convince : 
: friends it cost you £500. 


: Isit any good? 

: This phone does have loads of 

: great characteristics. The Full HD 
: screenis sharp and punchy, the 

: software is totally standard 


GROUP TEST BUDGET PHONES GUIS 


Android 7 apart from a couple of 
useful little tweaks, and despite 
the entry-level CPU it feels 
pretty snappy too. 

The G5 is certainly no match 
for the G6. But to get something 
that’s areal step up you'll have 
to spend £90-100 more, and 
that’s a lot in this price range. 


POPP PPP OC EC ECCS ESOC OCC CS SCC C Eee) 


TECH SPECS 

Screen 5in 1920x1080 LCD 
Processor Snapdragon 430 
RAM 3GB OS Android 7 
Cameras 13MP rear, 5MP front 
Battery 2800mAh 

Storage 16GB Dimensions 
144x73x9.5mm, 145g 


NOW 
INSTALL 
THIS 


al 


Google Photos 
£free / Android, iOS 
Affordable phones need 
to scrimp in some areas, 
and the default photo 
library is a prime 
austerity candidate. 
Google Photos is 

your rescue package, 
because it backs up your 
images and videos to 
the cloud. Also included 
is auseful editing suite. 


STUFF SAYS A smaller option than the G6 Play, and still a little belter keke 


HIGH FIVE 


The Moto G5's screen 
isn’t half as good as 
the 18:9 display on 
the newer G6, but 
thenitis a full 
£100 cheaper. 


PLL GET ME COAT 


The G5 is nano- 
coated, whichis a bit 
like being wrapped in 
an ultra-thin layer of 
clingfilm — but it’s not 

truly waterproof. 


ZO GROUP TEST 
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Honor phones tend to offer 


great value no matter how much 


you pay for them. The 9 Lite hits 
the sweet spot for the budget 
buyer — and we're talking ‘Ikg 
of pick’n’mix with syrup on top’ 
sweet, especially now that you 
can find it for a fair few quid less 
than the original asking price 

of £199. 

How often do you see a 
phone at this price with a glass 
back and aluminium sides? It’s 
the sort of design you might 
expect from a model at three 
times the cost. It has a legit 
18:9 Full HD screen for perfectly 


sharp images, and there are dual 


> cameras on the back — helping 
> you get the ‘bokeh’ background 
: blur effect that makes your 

: photos look alittle like they 

> were taken with a big DSLR. 


ad? 
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: Some of your friends may not 

: have even heard of Honor yet, 

> but you could easily trick them 
: into thinking you paid twice the 
: price for this one. In terms of 

: hardware per pound, it’s the 

: best you can currently get from 
: atrustworthy name. 


There are just a few niggles. 


The Kirin processor can only 
; just keep up with the demands 
: of playing high-end games, 


> which don't look as smooth as 
> onthe Moto G6 Play. Battery life 
> is worse here as well. 


> Honor’s EMUI software, which 
= does generally require a few 

> tweaks to get it how you like 

: it. But at least it lets you make 
: those tweaks. 


Pee ee eee Cee CeCe UCSC Cee eee eee eee eee 


> Screen 5.65in 2160x1080 LCD 

> Processor Kirin 659 

> RAM 3GB OS Android 8 

> Cameras 13MP + 2MP rear, 13MP 
: +2MP front Battery 3000mAh 

: Storage 32GB Dimensions 

> 151x72x7.6mm, 155g 


NOW 
INSTALL 
THIS 


And not everyone loves 


Sfree / Android iOS 


>F 


TECH S 


For pure phone per pound, you can't beat the 9 Lite 


With duallenses on 
both the back and 
the front, the 9 Lite is 
a quad-cam phone 
for bokeh lovers. 


aspect 
display fills almost 
the whole front of 


the 9 Lite’s screen 
with Android-y 
goodness. 


Ffree / Android, iOS 


STUFF SAYS 


Wileyfox went into 
administration in 
February, but is back 
inthe game with new 
backers and plans for 
new handsets. 


Wileyfox Swift 2X 


: smaller hands, and at a glance 
The 720p-screened smartphone : 
: it out as anything less thana 
* mid-range phone. 


is rapidly going the way of the 
Tamagotchi, Pogs and smallpox. 
They were all big once, but now 
they're pretty much dead and 
buried... whichis why we were 
delighted when Wileyfox made 
the step up to Full HD with the 
Swift 2X. 

We liked the Swift 2 and Swift 
2 Plus — two affordable phones 
with metal bodies and decent 
enough specs — but this one has 
a bigger battery as well as that 
sharper display. It's easy on the 
eye in blue/black or gold/ white 
brushed metal, the 5.2in screen 
means it fits comfortably even in 


GROUP TEST BUDGET PHONES GDM 


£200 / stuff.tv/Swift2X 


you'd be hard pushed to pick 


* Android runs smoothly enough, 
: loading apps in arespectable 

: time and not panicking when 

* you try to multitask. Games 

: play at areasonable frame rate 
: too, courtesy of the Adreno 505 
: GPU, but only if you're realistic 

: with detail settings (when the 

: apps support them). 


There’s a 16MP sensor made 


: by Samsung so you can get 
: plenty of detail in every shot, 
: with animpressively realistic 


: colour palette, although zooming 
: instill reveals a fair amount of 

= noise. Your pics will be fine for 

: Facebook, but you won't want 

> toprint them out poster-size. 

: Well, unless you're paying 

: homage to late-period 

> Monet, when his eyesight 

: was Starting to go. 
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: Screen 5.2in 1920x1080 LCD 
: Processor Snapdragon 430 

: RAM 3GB OS Android 7 

> Cameras 16MP + 2MP rear, 

: 8MP front Battery 3000mAh 
: Storage 32GB Dimensions 

: 144x72x8.8mm, 155g 
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©O@@ BETA YOURSELF 


ETA YOURSELF 


Pint VileW PLAY 


THE BASICS 
——— 


i See what’s on 

Start how you would with 
basic Freeview: fire up the 
guide and use your remote's 
arrow buttons to navigate the 
list. You'll get a brief synopsis 
of whatever you rest your 
selection on. For more in-depth 
details, press the info button. 


Mi Look ahead 
To look ahead without getting 
cramp, forget pounding the 
arrows and head to Schedule. 
This zips you to auser-chosen 
date and time; move back 
downwards into the guide 

to continue navigating from 
that point. When you're done, 
use Jump Now to have the 
guide return to what's on now. 


@ Channel-surf 
An alternative way to use the 
guide is for a mix of surfing, 


rowsing a 


hannel, ta 
econds th 


ndit'llsta 


f the guid 


b 
you know the 
a 
S 


to the relevant chann 
t playing in the 
ure preview, 
the context 
dits show 
hile you're 


a 
picture-in-pict 
This gives you 
O 


information w 
channel-hopping — a 
ather more slowly than in 


ean 


The newest incarnation of Freeview has integrated catch-up 
features — if your TV’s new enough to have it, Craig Grannell 
can show you how to make the most of its extra smarts 


the norma 


ae 


fashion. 


beit 


@ View now and next 
When you're already watching 
a show, tapping the info button 
brings up its details. Clicking 
the remote's right arrow 
button shows what's 

coming up on that channel. 
Alternatively, click the info 
button again to expand the 
details. Keep an eye out 
for SD>HD, which denotes 
content that's available in HD. 


li Record shows 
Recording Freeview requires 


nd previewing. If the requisite kit, but many TVs 
D of a particular have USB ports. If yours does, 

pitin. After afew connect and format a drive 

e guide will jump accordingly. You can then 


record a selection in the guide 
or the show you're currently 
watching by pressing record on 
your remote. Catch-up renders 
much recording redundant 
but those shows often vanish 
after amonth, whereas your 
own recordings stick around 
for as long as youlike. 


FINDING FAVOURITES 
———e 


@ Filter shows 

Go to Find and then Search, 
and you can quickly delve into 
what's currently available in 
Freeview Play. As you type, 
suggestion results are 
narrowed. Select one and 
click OK to get a results list. 
You'll then be able to watch 

a chosen show on catch-up. 


@ Get recommendations 
Choose Recommended in 
the Find section. You'll get 
alist of shows that you can 
browse by page, or filter by 
category. Don't be surprised 
if massively popular shows 
are hurled your way, though, 
rather than coolincie fare. 


CATCH-UP TV 
a. 


Mi View services 

If you've missed a show (or 
just the beginning of one), 
you can make use of Freeview 
Play's catch-up integration. 
On selecting the Catch Up 
ption, you'll see alist of 
vailable services. Select 

ne to open the relevant app, 
uch as ITV Hub. 


Novo 


@ Be appy 

These catch-up services are 
separate apps, so you must 
exit out of them to return 

to Freeview itself. But hey, 
they're providing you with the 
means to pause and rewind 
live TV without the need for 
a Freeview recorder. 


What's on next > 


D it 


DRAMA 
17:00 The Duch 


Law & Order 


18:00 Steptoe a.. 


18:40 Last of th... 


Collectable Timepiec 


a 


FREEVIEW 
EXPLORE 


@ Explore the hub 

When you're not sure what 
to watch, Freeview Explore 

is a great option as it provides 
recommendations from 
what's on catch-up across 
the full range of channels. 


Mi Get searching 
Within Freeview Explore 
is the ‘Search everything 
option. This broadly mirrors 
the search functionality 
mentioned elsewhere, 
only this time everything's 

done onan eye-searing white 
background with chunky type. 


li See what’s new 
Alongside the various channels 
at the top of the screenin 
Freeview Explore, you'll find 
Help & Alerts. This doesn't 
actually offer a great deal of 
help, but do click this option 

if you want to know what 
channels were recently added 
to the Freeview service. 


‘i> 


RADIO STATIONS 


li Get some sounds 
Plenty of people forget that 
you can use Freeview to listen 
to the radio. (In fact, some 
Stuff readers have probably 
forgotten radios even exist.) 
But if you head to channels 
700 and up in the guide, you 
can call up endless audio bliss. 
Or BBC Radio 1. 


i Go dark 

When radio's playing on your 
TV, abasic graphic will display 
show information and — if 
you're lucky — details about 
the current track. But you can 
hide all of this and pretend 
you're listening to a radio 
without a screen, Grandad. 


Vv 


OTHER 
OPTIONS 


If you're watching telly on 
a tablet or asmartphone, 
or have a streaming box 
attached to an old TV 
(see p115), TVPlayer can 
provide an approximation 
of the Freeview 
experience. You gain 
access to 100 channels, 
and of course you have 
all the individual channel 
apps for catch-up. 


If the hub aspect is what 
appeals to you most 
about Freeview Explore, 
then take alook at 
JustWatch. With this 
mobile app, you can 
select channels you 
care about and track 
favourite shows. Tap to 
watch something and 
the relevant app should 
open on your device. 


See what's next 


When saving money 

is the main driver for 
your viewing habits, but 
Freeview isn’t quite doing 
it for you, be mindful that 
video streaming services 
offer free trials. Between 
Netflix, Amazon and 
NowTV, new sign-ups 
can get 10 weeks of free 
premium telly. 


[ Words Marc McLaren | 


ZO TESTED FITBIT ACE 


£80 / stuff.tv/FitbitAce 


Fair play to Fitbit for coming up 


wit 


that can get young! 
feet and competing for the highest 


step-tally. Problem 


behave like an infan 


ha child-focused fitness tracker 


ings up on their 


is, the Ace can 
t too, 


How so? Well the Fitbit Ace 


is small, looks cute and doesn't 


Ca 


£ 


use you too MUC 


tasks, and prone 


utter stupidity. 


h trouble most 


f the time. But on the flip side it's 
also really annoying in some ways, 
able to complete the simplest 


to bouts of 


Atits heart, this is amature 


fitness device in a diminutive 


package. It 


tracks your child's 
steps, activities and sleep 
ooking every bit the sleek, stylish 


while 


th 


th 
th 


th 


band they've seen 
Daddy wearing. And it costs less 


an the adult vers 


Mummy and 


ion too. 


It's aimed at kids aged eight and 


above, and arrives with promises 


at it'll help drag them away from 


ose screens and 


nto the garden. 


But since it assumes that nippers 


is age have smartphones, and 


24hours with 
the Fitbit Ace 


Meh 
Evil 


offers little personalisation with 
only two colour options, the Ace 
feels likes a missed opportunity 
for coaxing kids outdoors. 


1Alta’d state 


Work, wrist and play 


Turn on the taps 


TESTED FITBIT ACE ZO 


Have you no heart? 


The parent trap 


App their game 


Dig out your smartphone and you'll uncover a few 
special features the Fitbit Ace has inits locker: 


Sees Matern 
” 
Brame 


TAM 
— ni | 
Sleeping rough 
Sleep-tracking data can 
only be viewed via the app, 
alerting you that Junior 
only got 7hrs of sleep. 
You can also set bedtime 
reminders, but they flash 


up on your kid's phone 
rather than on the Ace. 


0G AM 


A rude awakening 
Every parent hates the 
daily morning routine of 
shaking their kids awake 
for school. With the Ace's 
vibrating alarm, you 
can give them a shaking 
remotely while you remain 
tucked up in bed. 


Healthy competition 
Challenges let your 
children take on family 
members or friends to 
complete for the most 
steps in a certain time. 
Remember, they have 
shorter legs, so don't feel 
ashamed when they win. 


Adventure time 
The Adventures mode 
gives your kids a sort of 
digital excursion around 
Yosemite or New York. 
These come with photos 
and ‘hidden treasures’ 
along the way, and 
definitely have potential. 


That the Fitbit Ace exists is clearly 


a good thing — anything that 


encourages children to be active 
is to be applauded. Kids will like 
s Wearing it thank to its simplicity, 
while it’s also well built and fairly affordable, 
which will please most parents. But sadly 
they won't be so happy about the Fitbit app’s 
obvious deficiencies. @marc_mclaren 


The Ace succeeds in its goal of 
getting kids moving, but it’s liable 
to stress you out at the same time 


ZOE TESTED MINI (2018) 


Mini me 
BMW's latest Brit bombshell is packed with 


ingenious tech that can be customised to 
make it an extension of your true self 


from £15,905 / stuff.tv/Mini2018 


This year's Mini is the most 
customisable hatchback on the 
market. A fancy facelift is met by 
amonster options list, including 
the opportunity to 3D-print and 
laser-letter side scuttles, interior 
trim and illuminated door sills to 
your own specification, like you've 
gone mad with a label maker. 


O 


Regardless of the way you 
mod your Mini, you now get Union 
Jack rear lights. Fancy your name 
in lights? Pick a personalised 
message for the LED projectors 
and it reflects on the floor when 
you open a door. 


Step inside and you're met by the 
latest Mini Connected infotainment 
system and ahead-up display. 
There are also enough buttons to 
rival a fighter jet and anirresistible 
‘missile launcher’ start button. 


Allthe in-car tech is based on the 
iDrive system found in big brother 
BMW's cars. There's a super-sharp 
6.5in touchscreen (8.8in in some 
models) for streaming apps such 
as Spotify, and also on board are 
Apple CarPlay and Apple Watch 
integration, for notifying you when 
it's time to get going to reach your 
next destination. 


Bf Aircon, DAB and Bluetooth come 
as standard; sat-nav and wireless 
charging do not. Upgrading to the 
Chili Pack adds climate control, 
steering-wheel controls and 
different driving modes. Go really 
mad and you can spend over £30k 
on the John Cooper Works version. 


i Nice bit of KITT @ Car, where’s my dude? 
Anyone using Apple CarPlay will Mini FindMate is an optional fob 
Screen 6.5in/8.8in touchscreen know Siri has a way to go whenit that works like a Tile item tracker: 
Connectivity USB, Bluetooth comes to fulfilling in-car demands, pair it with your phone, then 
Engine 1.5!/2.01 petrol, 2.01 diesel so Mini uses its own Natural attachit to your precious laptop, 
Gearbox 6-speed manual or Language Understanding system handbag or Stormtrooper action 
7-speed Steptronic auto to process voice requests like figure; when it moves out of 
“Show me the way home”. Bluetooth range you'll be alerted. 


STUFF SAYS Dozens of gadgety options make this practically a modular Mini **« *&*& os 


Hold on... I’m all Mini adventures begin the moment you hit up the online car configurator — the 
for fancy tech, number of personalisation options on this facelifted model is so vast, suddenly 
but what about things like engine size and gearbox variant don't seem so important. But the good 
the ‘car’ part? news for petrolhead purists is, the Mini has matured and drives better than ever, 
James Day = whichever model you choose. 
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CARRY ON 
CANYONING 


Armed with cutting edge 4K camedas: we marched into the 
heart of the Arizona desert to shoot the ultimate HDR film. 


Starry night skies 
are ideal for 
demonstrating the 
infinte blacks and 
contrast of OLED. 


t’s raining in the desert. Not the 
damp stuff we Brits are used 
to, but grain upon grain of 
sand. With the wind across 
the the canyon gusting at 
over 40 miles an hour, every 
whoosh shakes a fine dusting of 
shingle over us. 

Within minutes, it’s in 
everything. Equipment, bags, 
lunch, teeth. Alistair Chapman— 
the director of photography 
leading our crew across the 
Arizona desert—grins and borrows 
a light-modifying umbrella, which 
he quickly uses to cover £60,000 
worth of camera equipment. 
Behind him, photographer Dave 
Stevenson grimaces. 

“We'll wing it,” he says. What he 


doesn’t know yet is that he’ll return $ 


home to a £600 repair bill. 

Two months later, he ruefully 
confesses, he still sees a shower 
of sand every time he extends the 
legs on his tripod. 

Northern Arizona is home to 
hundreds of slot canyons—narrow 
fissures in the Earth that plunge 
over a hundred feet into the 
ground. From the top they’re mere 
crevices. From below, the light 
strikes the rock at improbable 
angles, creating deeply saturated, 
abstract patterns carved by water 
over thousands of years. 

Right now, Secret Canyon, 
reached by an exhilarating eight 
mile ride across the desert in 
open-top, off-road vehicles, is 


home to a film crew. Two 
film-makers, a producer and a 
photographer—along with a 
coterie of co-stars including two 
extremely fortunate, prize-winning 
Stuff readers—are using the latest 
in 4K photography to create a film 
for Philips TV that not only catches 
the canyon at its best, but also 
does justice to the spirit of the 
location. The film takes in Native 
American culture, the realities of 
desert life and the blinding neon 
lights of Las Vegas. 

Catching the canyons at their 
best is hard. Wildly varying light 
levels mean creating the perfect 
exposure is difficult. Such 
environments call for top-end 


equipment and people who know => 
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how to use it. When we return 
home, it also calls for the perfect 
display to view it on. Fine details 
can only be served by a quality 4K 
display, while ultra-bright midday 
light requires the superb contrast 
and eye-popping colours of HDR 
(High Dynamic Range). 

Fortunately, our film is to be 
displayed on the Philips 803, a 4K 
HDR OLED TV that uses unique 
Ambilight technology and Phillips’ 
excellent “Perfect Natural Motion” 
processing to enchance the 
viewing experience. 


On the road again 
Day one of the shoot proves the 
most demanding. The bone rattling 
ride from the small town of Page, 
Arizona ends in a sandy area 
around a mile from the destination 
at the mouth of the canyon. The 
vehicles, unable to drive any 
further, leave the crew schelping 
cameras, lenses, tripods and 
waterproof cases on their backs 
across the desert. They’re 
rewarded by a spectacular 
landscape. Light bounces down to 
the canyon, picking out colours, 
patterns and textures that mean 
no journey along its 450-foot 
length looks the same twice. 

“A playground for 
photographers,” says Stevenson. 
Chapman, brolly still covering his 
equipment, agrees. “Every corner 
you turn, there’s another shot 
where you just go, ‘wow, | have 
to shoot that.” 

At nightfall, the crew returned, 
this time to shoot crystal-clear 
night skies from the unique 
confines of the slot canyon. With 
the lights of Page safely beyond 
the horizon, the crew laid out 
motorised tracks and high- 
resolution stills cameras, capturing 
spectacular moving timelapses of 
the skies above. 

After a few hours sleep, the 


A native Navajo dancer 
combines fancy footwork 
with a dozen hoops mere 
steps from a thousand-foot 
fall into the river below. 


Exploring the slot canyons of 
the Arizona desert was a 
once-in-a-lifetime trip for our 
Stuff readers. 


“Light bounces down to the canyon, 
picking out colours, patterns and textures” 


crew recruit a pair of Navajo hoop 
dancers in a bid to capture 
sophisticated motion, as well as 
the services of Dustin Farrell, a 
high-speed cameraman who 
brings with him a Phantom Flex 4K. 
Capable of shooting 1,000fps at 
AK, the Phantom Flex is part 
supercomputer, part video camera. 

“The image from it is just 
absolutely stunning,” says Farrell. 
He shoots five minutes of footage 
of the hoop dancers. That’s around 
3TB of data. 

The only question is where to 
shoot. The crew’s first option is a 
replica Navajo village—a 
rural-looking collection of muted 
earth tones and rich blue sky. 

The second is altogether more 
spectacular. Horseshoe Bend is a 
180-degree bend in the Colorado 
River, which over 4,000 people a 
day visit to gasp at the staggering 
thousand-foot vertical drop from 


the viewpoint to the river below. 

Where else would you put a pair 
of professional dancers? Less than 
a metre from the edge, combining 
fancy footwork with wrestling a 
dozen hoops, the dancers put on 
an incredible show. 

A night in a traditional Navajo 
camp beckoned. The crew takes 
the opportunity to shoot some 
spectacular night stars, while those 
able to get their wood-burners 
going enjoy a few hours’ 
comfortable sleep. 


My kingdom 


: for a horse 


The team’s final day in Arizona 
was spent more sedately: on 
horseback. You can’t make a film 
about the Wild West without 
horses, after all, and so it was that 
Paria River Ranch saddled up its 
finest fillies. Most of the crew 
explored the desert foothills, 


while a handful captured the 
wheels of the crew Jeep spinning 
in the dust at a thousand frames 
per second. 
Finally, a mere six hour drive to 
Vegas had cast and crew seeing 
out the final day of shooting in the 
rarified air of the Bellagio hotel, 
but not before dropping into Las 
Vegas’s Neon Museum to shoot a 
selection of its restored neon 
signs. From there, a night on the 
tiles beckoned, as did a 
Herculean editing job for 
producer Leigh Emmerson, the 
man tasked with turning hours of 
stunning footage into an equally 
stunning showcase for some of 
the world’s most innovative TVs. 


Watch the 90-second film 


and documentary at 
http.//bit.ly/StuffCanyon 
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The Phantom Flex 
doesn’t come cheap. 
But its 1.000FPS 4K 

sensor produces 

stunning pictures. 
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The TV 


If you’re going to fly a production 
crew—plus prize winners— 
halfway around the world, you 
have to be sure the film you’re 
making is going to look its 
absolute best. Thankfully, part 
two of Philips’ Extreme Earth 
series was shot for Philips’ 
incredible 55-inch and 65-inch 
OLED803 TVs. These Ultra HD 
OLED sets offer the infinite 
contrast ratio the film crew were 
banking on when they shot their 
overnight timelapses. And thanks 
to HDk, the canyon footage stood 
out without losing detail in the 
highlights or shadows, with the 
Philips TV displaying that huge 
difference between the brightest 
area of the frame and the 
darkest.—to stand out without 
losing detail in the highlights 
or shadows. . 
They’re also the first sets to 
feature Phillips’ second 
generation P5 Perfect Picture 
Engine, which includes a new 
Perfect Natural Reality function 
that uses an intelligent algorithm 
to enhance brightness, sharpness 
and contrast in SDR material. 
The result is a regular TV image 
hat can match the bespoke 
HDR content. 
Exceptional HDR and SDR 
picture quality isn’t the only 
headline. The premiere TV was 


s+ 


set up by Philips’ own experts, but 


if you don’t have your own TV 
expert to hand, there are built-in 
wizards that get your TV set up 
and looking its best in no time. 
Plus, with Android TV built-in, you 
have access to smart TV and 
on-demand services. 
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One of the stars of the show was 
Philips’ Ambilight technology. 
Ambilight is a series of LEDs behind 
the TV that detect colours near the 
edge of the display and fire them 
backwards onto nearby walls, 
producing a more immersive, 
colourful and impactful show. That 
means the neon of Las Vegas 
appear to spill well beyond the TV’s 
generous frame, while the-orange 
walls of the canyon extend past the 
edges of the sereen to produce.an 
experience as close as you can get 
to being there without picking 
desert sand out of your teeth. “= — 


Zi 


mm 


Learn more about the Philips 
OLED803 at www.philips.com/tv 


vA 


The premiere 
Putting together a showcase for 
Philips’ Ambilight TVs, even after 
spending five days in one of the 
world’s most visually spectacular 
locations, is no mean feat. So, 
with the job achieved, it made 
sense for the crew, to reunite 
somewhere just as visually 
striking. God’s Own Junkyard, in 
London, was chosen as the venue 
for the second part in Philips’ 
Extreme Earth series to make its 
debut. Thousands of 
reconditioned neon signs hang 
from the ceilings and cover every 
inch of wall space, giving 
the film crew the 
unique challenge 
of trying to shoot 
interviews 
without an old 
strip club sign 
winking away 


It’s in the detail 
Phillips’ OLED TVs 
produce stunning 

pictures, but they’re 

beautifully designed 
on the outside too. 


in the background. 

Two 65-inch Philips OLED TVs 
are set up at either end of the 
venue. One cycles through a 
montage of the still images from 
the shoot; the other takes the 
crew’s 90-second promo video 
and makes it outshine several 
tons of buzzing neon. With the 
footage shot with Ambilight in 
mind, and processed on the TV 
sets that will eventually display 
show it at the IFA consumer 
electronics expo in Berlin, 
excuses were always going to 
be thin on the ground. 

The moment comes and 
spectacularly goes. The orange 
hues of the canyon dance on the 
wall behind the TV, while the 
crew’s night sky timelapses 
showcase the infinite-contrast of 
OLED. The opinion is unanimous: 
a job well done. Roll on IFA. 


World glass 
The bundled XC 
15-45mm lens has 

image stabilisation and 
auseful Zoom range, \ ~ 
good for everything { 
from landscapes to 

portraits. 
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_and up, meaning you can contort 
it into all manner of positions. 
For selfies you can twist it fully 
round to 180°, while putting it into 
horizontal mode comes in handy 
when shooting near the ground. 
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You'll stru gle 
to finda£600 
camera that takes 
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STUFF SAYS Excellent image quality and great looks in one dinky package *%& *& %& v* 


TESTED FUJIFILM X-T100 ZO 


F619 (withiens) /stufftv/TIO0 
® The Fuji X- 1100 is a millennial’'s 
dream camera. Love selfies? It has 
a flip-round touchscreen. Vlogger? 
It's small and shoots 4K video. 
Instagram addict? It has a billion 
filters. But don't let all that put you 
off, because at £619 — and that's 
with an XC 15-45mm lens — this is 
aclassy bargain snapper for anyone, 
whatever your generation. 


@ This camera looks properly 
premium, like it might cost twice 

as much. It’s a resolutely rectangular 
shape, with no grip as such, but 

a clip-on effort is at least bundled 
with it. This helps, but bear in mind 
it's still so small that folk with large 
hands may struggle. 


M@ The 24.2MP APS-C CMOS 
sensor is more than 10 times the 
size of that inside most phones, 
and it shows. The photos you get 
here are excellent — sharp across 
the frame, packed with detail and 
bursting with colour. 


@ The Advanced SR+ Auto mode 
analyses the scene and selects the 
right settings based on what you're 
looking at. Point it at some trees 
and it'll optimise for landscape; 
zoom in close and you'll be shooting 
macro. It's not flawless, but it gets 
it right most of the time. 


® Given that it’s aimed at the 
YouTube generation, it’s bizarre 
that this Fuji maxes out at 15fps 
in 4K mode. Nah, we'll stick with 
Full HD — here at least you get 
plenty of options, up to 6Ofps. 


Sensor 24,2MP CMOS 

ISO range 200-12,800 

Displays 3in tilting touchscreen 
LCD and electric viewfinder 

Video 4k @ 15fps, 1080p @ 60fps 
Dimensions 121x83x4/7mm, 448¢ 


Let's not get too complicated here: a camera’s job is to take photos, and the X-T100 
does that very well. The fact that it’s also small, light, beautifully built and attractive 
is abonus, as is the well-thought-out control scheme. Like most X Series snappers, 


better stills UMM this is a camera that handles excellently. It’s not perfect, but at £619 including alens, 
Marc McLaren you wouldn't expect it to be. And where it matters, it gets things spot-on. 


ZO TESTED PARROT ANAFI 


Slick as a Parrot 


It’s neat, affordable and capable of superb 4K 
footage... but is the Anafi good enough to take 
on DJI’s squadron of airborne sharp-shooters? 
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£630 / stuff.tv/ParrotAnafi 


In all honesty, we're not big Parrot 


fans. The French maker's recent 
drones have wafted by us ona 
draught of disappointment... but 
the Anafi arrives like a perky gust 
of fresh air. 
Brilliantly compact, with great 
on-paper specs, this seems like 
the first Parrot with a serious 
chance of challenging DJl's fleet 
of five-star quadcopters. Making 
great strides from the limp 
efforts of the Mambo FPV and 
Bebop 2, it delivers excellent 
image quality, unique abilities 
and a slick flying experience, all 
for areasonable £630. 
But how does it match up to 
Stuff's current affordable drone 
champion, the DJI Mavic Air? Well, 
it's even easier to carry around 
than that tiny flyer, weighing 
only 320g and folding downin 
seconds to be slipped into its 
well-padded case. And the fact 
that both drone and controller 
can be swiftly recharged via 
USB-C means it's alSo easier 
to top up on the go. So that just 
leaves the small matter of how 
goodit is at flying and filming... 


24 hours with 
the Parrot Anafi 


® Good 
@ Meh 
@ Evil 


Imin = 5mins 


1Parrot fashion 
Despite its lightweight build, the 
Anafiis designed to resist winds 
of up to 31mph — and while we 
didn't have a weather station on 
hand to check the actual strength 
of the summer breeze, we flew it 
ona blustery seaside day without 
any major issues. 


2 Dead (good) Parrot sketch 
This is afun, agile drone to fly, 
particularly in its 33mph sport 
mode, and it responds well to the 
simple controls. It's not that fast 
when moving vertically up and 
down, but with an impressive 25 
minutes of flight time there's no 
need to rush that shot. 


6mins 30mins thr 2hrs 


3 Dangle the Parrot 
There's GPS assistance for 
outdoor hovering, but no collision 
detection or indoor stabilisation. 
Filming your cousin's wedding 
reception inside the marquee? 
Be careful: fully manual control 
means it won't stop itself from 
ploughing into Aunt Tabitha’s hat. 


5hrs 7hrs 9hrs 


TESTED PARROT ANAFI ZOU 


Camera 21MP 1/2.4in CMOS 

Video 4096x2160 @ 24fps, 3840x2160 @ 30fps 
Maximum speed 15m/s 

Max flight time 25 minutes Range Up to 4km 
Connectivity Wi-Fi, USB-A, USB-C charging 
Dimensions 240x175x65mm, 320g 


Everything flows 


Banishing memories of the Bebop 2's dreadful 
cinematic showing, the Anafi shoots like a pro 
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I'll make it clear : Mi Guiding star 

This is easily Parrot'sbest : The gimbalkeeps your 
flying camera, with crisp =} shots rock-steady, while 
21MP stills and great 4K ¢ the controls make pointing, 
footage. Youcanchoose =: panning andtilting the 
between widescreen = cameraacinch. You can 
4096x2160 at 24fpsand : evenpointit directly 
standard 3840x2160 : upwardsif youspota 
resolution at up to 30fps. : particularly pretty cloud. 


Speed of light 


As well as regular video : Videos and photos are 
clips you can shoot in ; stored onamicroSD card 
timelapse and slo-mo } that fits underneath the 
4 24-Parrot gold 5 Parrot homes formats, while serious : battery. A 16GB cardis 
The camera totes a digital Zoom Parrot claims a flying range of up snappers can shoot stills =: included, but that will fill 
that Parrot describes as ‘lossless’ to 4000m in perfect conditions, in Adobe DNG for more : up quite quickly if you're 
at up to 2.8x magnification in but we found it to be alot less controloverhowimages  : shootingin 4K —best get 
Full HD and 1.4x in 4K. In practice, than that, with warnings flashing turn out. something bigger. 
those claims hold water thanks up at 250m or so. Still, given the 
to some algorithmic magic. It's current drone laws in the UK, it's 
not ahuge amount of zoom, but not a huge deal: legally you can't 
it's better than having none at all. fly a drone out of eyesight range. The Anafi is far and away the best 


drone Parrot has made. The camera 
works brilliantly, stamina is decent 
and the whole thing is portable and 
approachable. We still believe the 
DJI Mavic Air is a better all-round purchase 
due to its collision detection and bigger 
range... but at over £100 cheaper, this little 
drone deserves to turn heads. @samkieldsen 


DJI’s flyers still lead the way, but 
this is a compact and affordable 
drone that does great 4K video 


23hrs_ Ss 24hrs 
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Richard Purvis, Production Editor 


Go out into the country 
without some kind of 
multi-tool and you're 
basically asking to be 
trapped under a fallen 
tree, lost in an underground cavern 
and/or eaten by a wolf. It’s sheer 
recklessness. The Swiss Army has 
all the best ones, of course — how 
else do you think Switzerland won 


all those famous wars? — and this 
‘jelly red’ number is an extra-techy 
take on the formula. As well as 

the usual array of cutters, twisters 
and prodders, it has an LCD screen 
that can function as a watch, timer, 
altimeter, barometer or thermometer. 
And there's an LED torch that’s perfect 
for emergency wolf-dazzling. 


[ 


Ph 
Otography Mitch Payne ] 


THE SECOND DEGREE 

Want to know how cold 

you are in °F, just to see 
if it looks even more 


grim than it is in °C? 
The thermometer and 
altimeter can be set to 
metric or imperial. 


A GOOD WRITE-UP 
The built-in ballpoint 
pen is pressurised, so it'll 
work even when you're 

lying on your back, 
staring at the tent roof 
and wishing you were 
in a proper bed. 


@@@ STUFF PICKS 


IT’S A FLAMING 
MIRACLE 
Special burner 

technology is at work ( - 
to create lower yet more 
powerful flames, making 
them near-impervious to 
gusts of wind. 
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CAMPINGAZ DOUBLE 
BURNER & TOASTER 


BRIEFCASE 
BREAKFAST 
It’s incredibly easy to 
transport with all the 
components stored 
inside the stove, 
including the legs (not 
your own, though). 


- £120 campingaz.com 


PRIMUS COOLER BAG 


Matt Tate, Hot Stuff Editor 
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I'm picturing the scene: 
I've just made it to the 
: end of a particularly 
. treacherous woodland 


trek, feet caked in mud, 
cuts all up my arms, and the fish | failed 
to catch was practically taunting me 
as it triumphantly swam away. It’s 
fair to say | need a beer, and luckily 
| remembered to pack a few bottles 


ROLLIOP BACKPACK Z2L 


in Primus's roomy 22L number. Now, 
ordinarily those beers would have 
stayed chilled for approximately four 
minutes, but the Cooler Bag Backpack 
uses EVA insulation to keep food and 
drink nice and cold while you stomp. 
Andits final trick? An integrated 
bottle-opener, because nobody 
needs a broken tooth in their tent. 
£60 / bearandbear.com 


| PRIMUS | 


STUFF PICKS @@@@ 


IT’S IN THE BAG 
The backpack’s design 
gives easy access yet 
makes it tricky for 
thieving squirrels to 
pinch your lunch. We 
hear that happens a lot 
in the wilderness. 


HEARTBREAK FRIDGE 
Made of tough nylon, 
Primus's bag is designed 
to be resistant to the 
kind of tears usually 
caused by tree branches, 
unfortunate slips and 
indignant bears. 


@@@@ STUFF PICKS 


COLEMAN TWIST+ 300 
[ED LANTERN 


Ryan Jones, Staff Writer 


: : ' boyd ROUGH AND READY 
Despite what pensioners into play. Not only is it useful for With its IPX4 


tell you, smartphones are beaming out 300 lumens of bright 
essential for camping. - light for up to nine hours, but its 
How else are you going lithium-ion battery can also fuel 
to call an ambulance after up your gadgets thanks to a USB 


splash-resistance 

and shatterproof 
polycarbonate lens, this 
lantern is fully prepared 


a badger mauling? Problem is, most - charging port. Just make sure your for your outdoor 
high-end handsets have the battery phone's also got signal, otherwise calyeoriilirek 
lifespan of amayfly andsoarehighly =: there'llbeno stopping the badger 

unlikely to outlast your trip. This is onslaught. You have been warned. 


where Coleman's LED lantern comes £60 / coleman.eu 


LET THERE BE LIGHT 
If you fancy extending 
your camping trip past 
the weekend, you can 
reduce the lantern’s 
output to 50 lumens to 
eke out 75 hours of 
battery life. 


STUFF PICKS 9@@@ 


OH SIT DOWN, 

OH SIT DOWN... 
Packed into its tiny 
carrying pouch, this chair 
weighs barely Ikg - ideal 
for those super-remote 
places that don't have 
any benches. 


FELINOX CRAIR TVVO 


i I I I el ...SIT DOWN 
NEXT TO ME 
Optional extras include 
rocking-chair feet, an 
inflatable headrest and 
a groundsheet for when 
you have the urge for a 
nice sit down in a swamp. 


£105 worldbackpacker.co.uk 


ZO GROUP TEST BUDGET IN-EARS 


3 OF THE BEST 


Happy to settle for some bargain buds rather than forking out to join the wireless 
revolution? Then this trio will be music to your ears, offering sonic quality for peanuts... 


SoundMagic E10C 


£40 / stuff.tv/E10C 


What’s the story? 

Google ‘best budget in-ears” and sonic 
wizards SoundMagic will likely top the results. 
The E10Cs are the latest in its range, and are 
just as good as their prestigious predecessors. 
Design-wise, they keep things classy with 

a metal housing around the earbuds, inline 
remote and headphone jack. The remote 
covers volume as well as playback, and 
works with both iOS and Android devices. 


Are they any good? 

A big reason the E10Cs have been so popular 
is that they work well with all kinds of music. 
Sure, the bass is alittle too boosted for more 
neutral tastes, but it’s decently controlled and 
helps the E10Cs sound more solid than you'd 
expect in this price range. They do thicken up 
the mid-range just slightly, and we'd fancy 
atouch more clarity, but clean, crisp treble 
ensures they have bite when it’s needed. 


Stuff says Kk kA 


Consistently in ‘best of’ lists for a reason, the 
E10Cs offer solid performance for the price 


£36 / stuff.tv/CX3.00 


Itching for a sonic comeback, Sennheiser is 
aiming high with its refreshed CX 3.00 in-ears. 
Though they're plastic, their design has been 
largely well-considered, with angled earbuds 
that allow for a great seal and comfortable 
fit, plus a tangle-free cable. We say ‘largely’, 
because the 90° headphone jack can prove 
challenging if you're trying to plug it into a 
cased device. There's no inline remote either. 


The CX 3.00s are capable of ahefty bass 
response, though it can verge on the overly 
warm on occasion. Mids are clear and direct, 
but we're missing a little bit of detail here 
and in the treble compared with the E10Cs. 
This means that, while they can do ‘punchy’ 
with decent authority, they don’t always 
sound as expressive as the competition and 
can lack a touch of excitement too. 


A confident sound that will please plenty, but 
atad more detail wouldn't go amiss 
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a RHA MA390 

> £20 / stuff.tv/MA390 
What's the story? 
The MA390s are a pair of cheap in-ear buds 
that look anything but. In fact, they’re the 
cheapest headphones that British company 
RHA makes, but still offer the premium build 
of those further up the range. That means 
aluminium over plastic, a fabric non-tangle 
cable and a handy one-button inline remote, 
for controlling calls and music. Sadly, there 
are no volume buttons present. 


Are they any good? 

Considering they sit at the seriously cheap 
end, there’s alot to like about these RHAs. 
The low end sounds punchy without being 
heavy-handed, and the mids have enough 
clarity to sound detailed over the top of it all. 
The treble isn’t the most refined, though, and 
there are some hard edges at volume. You'll 
get a wider soundstage from pricier pairs, 
but for 20 quid this is a bargain. 


Stuff says K&& ks 
Stylish budget buds that offer plenty to love 
when it comes to performance 


r.U. FF 


Brighten your bicusp 
the Colgate E1 smart 


| Aston Martin DB5 is here, and yes, it 
ector seat 


and plastic bricks will be chuffed to learn that Lego today 
290-piece replica of the Aston Martin DBS... 


Al-controlled Mystic 
drone knows just 
where to point its 
camera 


The Stuff Hot Five 


to the Stuff Sooo 
newsletter 

for your daily 

tech fix 


Sign up 
at stuff.tv/ 


Samsung Galaxy X foldable NEWS | Been 


phone 


Stuff 


To: Guy Cocker 


TicWatch Pro 
reviewed! Samsung 
Galaxy $10 preview! 
40 best things to 
watch on Amazon 
Prime Video! 


a _ 


The 11 best things to watch 


mexhnichiny UPGRADES 


ONE 
HUAWEI PANORAMIC 
VR CAMERA 


If the thought of three 
built-in cameras isn’t 
enough to sate your 
photographic appetite, 
Huawei also offers a neat 
plug-and-play 360° VR 
snapper, which packs 
dual 13MP Full HD tech for 
capturing neat interactive 
vistas. It also records video 
at 1920x960 and 30fps. 


£9e / amazon.co.uk 
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TWO 
MASTER LOCK 
PORTABLE SAFE 


This handy and sturdy 
number is large enough to 
house a P20 Pro, sunglasses 
and other accoutrements, 
and yet weighs next to 
nothing. A retractable 
wire means it can also be 
secured to an immovable 
object, so you can go off 
crowd-surfing once the 
perfect shot’s in the bag. 


£30 / masterlock.eu 


THREE 
JBL ENDURANCE 
JUMP 


Granted, the P20 Pro’s 
built-in speakers are ace, 
but fellow gym-goers might 
not take too kindly to the 
Vengaboys being blasted 
out of your handset. These 
Bluetooth headphones are 
sweat-proof, promise an 
eight-hour battery life and 
have a unique bud design to 
stop them falling out. 


£70 / uk.jbl.com 
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1 TAKE OVER 


THE TV 


Infrared blasters 
onmost new sm 


but Huawei still includes them 


onits handsets. 


the phone's top edge and you'll 


may be extinct 
artphones now, 


Look closely at 


notice alittle IR transmitter that, 


along with the S 
app, can be prog 
control anumbe 
entertainment d 
means your pho 


mart Controller 
rammed to 

r of household 
evices, It 

ne can act 


as auniversal remote, should 
the real zapper go walkies. 


Sett 


Resolution 
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4 MAKE THE MOST OF 
MASTER Al 


The P20 Pro's camera hardware 


is outstanding, b 
software — with 


ut soisits 
Master Al 


ecognising 19 scenes before 
you've even hit the shutter 
button. The tech makes skies 
bluer, softens skin tones and 
sharpens text when snapping 
documents. If you think the 
results feel too meddled-with, 
you can turn this automatic 
function off in settings. 


2 ARRANGE YOUR APPS 


Apple fans generally stick with 
iOS's default app arrangement, 
which is ahomescreen littered 
with little blighters just begging 
to be placed in folders. If you 
prefer amore organised apps 
menu bar, Huawei’s EMU! 8.1 
interface means you can 
trundle off to the handily 
accessible settings menu 

and make this change. Head 

to Settings > Display and 
choose the 'Drawer' option. 
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5 CRACK YOUR KNUCKLE 
(GESTURES) 

First introduced with the 
Huawei P10 series, so-called 
‘knuckle gestures’ act as 
excellent hot keys to access 
menus that would otherwise 
require multiple prods. Knocking 
on your device and sliding 
across the screen horizontally 
enables split-screen, for 
example, while knocking 

twice with one knuckle takes 

a screenshot. 


Notch 


De‘qun oO Hide notch 


3 SCOTCH THE NOTCH 
The iPhone X may have kicked 
off the notch craze, but the P20 
Pro's little black botherer has 
been known to interfere with 
certain apps — and some users 
do find it annoying. If this rings 
a bell with you, head to Settings 
> Display > Notch and hide that 
puppy. Baked-in software adds 
a black strip that goes neatly 
across the top of the screen, 

so the notch stays out of sight 
and out of mind. 


6 TRUST THE TWINS 
Anew function, dubbed App 
Twin, allows you to make a clone 
of any app you download or 


INSTANT UPGRADES @ 


purchase. This n 


night sound 


pointless, but the process 
doesn't share any of your 


personal inform 


ation or login 


credentials with the original 


app, which mea 


ns you can 


effectively jugg 


e between two 


social media profiles (Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram etc) 


without faff. 


Lr 


ADOBE 
LIGHTROOM 
Yes, there are 
in-app purchases, 
but if you're 
serious about 
making the 

most of the P20 
Pro's Leica lenses, 
this is the app 

to have. 

£free (IAPs) 


BEAR FOCUS 


TIMER 


As there are so 


many reasons 
to pick up the 
beautiful P20 Pro, 
Bear Focus Timer 
takes over your 
homescreen to 
encourage you 

to take a break. 


RECORD BIRD 
Keeping track of 
preferred musical 
acts is tough, so 
Record Bird does 
the hard work for 
you. Import artists 
from Spotify or 
Facebook and 
you'll receive 
alerts when new 
tunes drop. 

£free 
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ZO VERSUS 4K PROJECTORS 


Wonder 
walis 


BenQ TK800 


What's the story? 

Nothing can top the delirious stranger 
embraces, the half-time pies and the, 
er, colourful language you experience 
when attending a football match; but 
tech is doing its very best to replicate 
the feeling of being there. With VR still 
inits infancy, the first port of call for 
armchair supporters is surely ahome 
theatre setup... which brings us to the 
reasonably-priced BenQ TK800. 


Is it any good? 

It has Football and Sports viewing modes, 
but of course it’s not all about the footy. 
While the TK800 isn't giving you a native 
4K image — like many 4K-touting projectors 
it uses a technique called pixel shift to 
achieve the 8.3 million pixels needed to 
qualify — movies still look impressively 
sharp from the right source, and there’s 
auto keystone correction to prevent 
wonkiness. Everything about this 
projector is welcoming, from the simple 
controls to that friendly blue front panel. 
Connectivity is basic, but sufficient, 
although the addition of an optical input 
would have been welcome. If you're 
looking to go above Full HD without 
breaking the bank, this is a solid option. 


Price £1195 / stuff.tv/TK800 

Tech 4K2K with four-way XPR 
(1920x1080), native 16:9 aspect ratio 
@ 3000 lumens @ 10,000:1 contrast 
@ 1.07 billion colours @ Projection size 
60-300in @ 353x272x135mm, 4.2kg 


Stuff says Kx & & vx 
A likeable mid-range projector that doesn't 
demand total darkness to do its thing 


ViewSonic PX747-4K 


NOW ADD 
THESE 


@ WHARFEDALE 
DIAMOND A2 
SPEAKERS 

The built-in sound 
of either projector 
is never going to 
do Jonathan Pearce 
justice. Opt for 

a set of active 
speakers such 

as Wharfedale’s 
Diamond A2 
floorstanders, 
and you'll sidestep 
a speaker-wire 
spaghetti junction 
and bulky hi-fi 
separates. 

£999 / absolute 
sounds.com 


@ APPLE TV 4K 
Unlike a TV with the 
likes of Freeview 
Play already loaded, 
a projector requires 
an external Source 
to provide your 
content. Apple’s 
4K streaming 

box not only has 
you covered for 
on-demand and 
catch-up services, 
but also has the 
iTunes Store on 
hand to provide 
sackfuls of HDR 
movie content. 
£179 / apple.com 


1Get your shades on 
The undoubted star of the 
ViewSonicis its proprietary 
SuperColor™ tech, which 
keeps tones tip-top regardless 
of ambient light levels. 


2 Dapper zapper 
The included backlit remote 
control means you won't 
struggle to find the mute 
button for Glenn Hoddle in 


3 Lighter entertainment 
BenQ promises its 4K HDR 
image will sing in any lighting, 
so there’s no need to install 


wooden shutters to banish all 
evidence of the outside world. 


4 Socket to me 

The BenQ's connectivity 
options include HDMI (x2), 
USB (x2) and VGA, plus audio 
in and out sockets. Unlike the 


ViewSonic, it’s 3D-compatible. 
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Mobile techs 


next big le 


The Honor 10 is pioneering the at 
smartphone technology and settinc 


rtificial intelligence (All) is 
creeping into every part of our 
lives, and smartphone makers 
are beginning to realise the 
advantages of Al in aiding the 
daily lives of their users. It is becoming the 
next big thing, and setting a new standard 
for user experience. 
To bring its first Al-powered smartphone 
to market back in December in the form 

of the View 10, Honor built an Al chip; 

a processor integrated with a dedicated 
neural network processing unit (NPU) 

to deliver Al features and performance 

that aimed to surpass any CPU or 
GPU-powered architecture. That chip 

was the Kirin 970 processor, an innovation 
that Honor says not only represents 

a breakthrough in Al camera technology, 
but also “the beginning of the Al 2.0 era”. 


Al 2.0 


The introduction of Al into Honor’s 
smartphones was born out of a craving 

to deliver its customers an experience that 
its rivals didn’t have. It all started in 2011, 
with the establishment of a laboratory in 
partnership with the Chinese Academy 

of Sciences to enter the research and 
development stage of an Al-enabled 
chipset — something that would later 


HOW THE 1 LAKE 2 SKY 
HONOR 10’S The Al ...and then 
A.|. CAMERA camera applies 
MAKES FOR recognises customised 
SMARTER multiple optimisation 
PICTURE subjects... in one image 
TAKING 


become the Kirin 970. The project gave 
birth to the company’s first concept phone 
based on Al technology: the Honor Magic. 
Although only a prototype, it was a 
significant step in developing an 
Al-powered handset. 

“On the strength of our significant 
investment in research and development, 
Honor dared to put forth clear standards 
for Al technology, and these seta 
benchmark for the highly competitive Al 
industry,” says Honor’s spokesperson 
Wilkin Lee. “Subsequently, the launch 
of the first Kirin 970-powered consumer 
device, the Honor View 10, marked the 
beginning of a new Al era.” 

This new era, or “Al 2.0” as Honor 
calls it, refers to the company’s intelligent 
photography algorithms, which meant 
the Honor View 10 could identify 13 
types of scenes and objects, and 
adjust the phone’s camera settings 
automatically, improving the quality 
of the photos taken with no effort made 
on the user side. 

“This is why we maintain a half-year 
lead over the industry. When other 
smartphone companies were beginning 
to introduce scene recognition 
technologies, Honor had already 
entered the Al 2.0 era,” he adds. 


3 HILL 4 BUILDING 5 END SHOT 
Al algorithm ...according The NPU 
pairs to the context delivers 
subjects with of the image faster, more 
their optimal efficient 
camera algorithm 
settings... performance 


Honor 10 
Since the debut of the Kirin 970 
processor in the View 10 late last 
year, Honor has given the chip a new 
lease of life in the form of an update for 
its latest smartphone release, the Honor 
10. These tweaks allow the device to 
perform in a much more intelligent and 
smarter way. 

Lee refers to the Honor 10 as 
a “landmark moment in smartphone 
photography”, not only due to the 
breakthrough of the independent NPU 
in the Kirin 970 chipset, but also its fresh 
pairing with Semantic Image Segmentation 
technology, which basically allows the 
phone to identify multiple objects in one 
single image. 

Recognising over 500 scenarios in 22 
categories in real-time, the Honor 10 can 
use this tech to pinpoint the outlines of 
various surrounding objects with minimal 
effort, and identify their locations. The 
handset can also apply scene-specific 
parameters to each photo, making them 
look more professional. 

“Such cutting-edge technology can 
affect the phone’s efficiency or drain its 
battery,” says Lee. “However, the Honor 10 
is an exception to this rule as there is no 
potential lag or slow-down because the 
NPU processor is independently built-in for 
the latest generation of Kirin 970 chipset 
that is separate from the CPU, GPU and 
digital signal processing (DSP).” 

So how exactly does a neural network 
processing unit help achieve this? To 
explain it, Lee uses an example of the man 
versus machine battle in the ancient 
Chinese strategy board game, Go, 
considered perhaps the most complex 


game ever 
devised. 
In 2016, 
Google’s 
AlphaGo 
super-smart 
board-game-busting 
bot crushed South 
Korean grandmaster Lee 
Se-Dol four games to one. 
This marked the first time 
a computer programme had 
beaten a top player, and was 
immediately hailed as a landmark 
event in the development of 
artificial technology. 
“During the game, the backend 
server would evaluate every single 
possibility and then work out the next 
step most likely to guarantee a win,” 
Wilkin Lee explains. 
The Kirin 970 chip works in the same way. 
“While humans can only predict a few 
steps that immediately follow, the NPU is 
able to calculate a couple more, on the 
premise that it has undergone sufficient 
model training. All of these steps require 
a large number of sophisticated 
calculations, which are supported by the 
NPU’s massive computational resource 
because it has been customised for this 
sort of neural network operation.” 
This, Lee adds, means that an NPU is 
better than any general purpose processor 
in terms of performance and energy 
efficiency, and is reason behind the Honor 
10’s lightning-fast photo predicting skills. 


An ultrasonic 
fingerprint 
sensor under Al 

the glass. 


as standard 
So what’s in store for the Honor 10, and 
future Honor handsets? Honor is working 


le from Three 


arphon 


towards bringing on 


-device Also that 


smartphones can utilise these features 
without an internet connection, thus 
making them work more efficiently and 


simultaneously. 


“This will also augment users’ 
securities,” Lee says. “As we generate 
numerous confidential information on 
mobile every day, it’s better to store data 


on the mobile devic 


e to ensure safety, 


rather than in the cloud.” 

Further afield, in the Al-powered 
phones of the future, Honor believes 
that its Al chip will power brand new use 
cases and be applied to fields such as 
autonomous driving. By 2020, Honor 
thinks that over 80% of smartphones will 


be equipped with A 
thus become a diffe 


| functions and Al will 
rentiating factor for 


mobile manufacturers to retain old 
customers and acquire new users. 
“With the popularisation of 5G 


networks and the fu 
in consumer electro 


| integration of Al 
nics fields such as 


smartphones, the development of Al 
application and industrialisation will be 
further accelerated,” Lee claims. 


He even goes as 
mobile phones in th 
human intelligence” 


far as to state that 
e 5G era will “surpass 
in some measures, 


with ‘super apps’ being developed that will 
one day realise “the full potential” of Al. 


“Looking ahead t 


o future opportunities 


in the Al mobile market, Honor will draw on 
its technological advantages to bring 


about more compre 
Al experiences ina 
ecosystem,” Lee co 


hensive and personal 
better-rounded Al 
ncludes. 


“Honor will continue to stand at the 
peak of the mobile market in the future, 
leading the way in the Al mobile market.” 


arehouse and hihonor 


eeeeeee 


“eee 


ZOE TESTED PLAYR 


2arable’s THE HAND 


Can this body-hugging fitness we 
nsors unlock « your pro-footballer potential? ae 
The podslips snugly 
into the vest and only 
starts tracking when 
it feels you start 
moving. 


se 


£199 / stuff.tv/Playr 


For a while now, Premier League 
coaches have been strapping 
trackers to their thoroughbreds 
to measure training performance 
and prevent injuries. Catapult’s Playr 
system, aimed at Sunday league 
players and five-a-side warriors, 
finally brings elite-level insights 
to a green rectangle near you. 


*Seeeeeert” 


The slick and simple system 
consists of a lightweight tracking 
pod with GPS and motion sensors, 
afetching sports-bra-style vest, 
and asmartphone coaching app; 
they all connect via Bluetooth. The 
pod slips easily into place in the vest, 
where it’s secured by magnets. 


The pod captures a whopping 


1250 movement poin 


while 10Hz GPS — 10 ti 


accurate than your ph 


ts per second, 
mes more 
one — tracks 


your moves to the nearest metre. 
That's essential for logging Playr's 
impressive range of stats — including 
distance covered, sprint distance, 
top speed and power. 


Playr combines these GPS heat 
maps with a unique SmartCoach 
app that, intheory, should turn your 
personal performance stats into 
practical coaching advice in the form 
of in-app tips on things like sleep, 
hydration and nutrition. Sadly, the 
advice is somewhat limited and the 
personalisation feels a bit cursory. 


Battery life is great, giving five 
hours of tracking off a two-hour 
charge. The system is weather- 
resistant and the wireless charging 
dock is anice touch. 


Tracking 10Hz GPS Battery life 
3 matches Charge time 2hrs 
Memory 4GB Connectivity 
Bluetooth 4.0, wireless charging 
Compatibility iOS, Android 


STUFF SAYS With bette 


@ Train timetables 

The immediate post-session 
analysis on all your stats includes 
load and intensity assessments. 
These will keep you on your 

toes in training but help you 
avoid overcooking it as match 
day approaches. 


@ Playr ratings 

After each session you can 
see how you stack up against 
other footballers in the Playr 
community and pros who play 
in your position — brilliant for 
pretending you're almost up 
there with the GOAT. 


+4+4+++++ 
+4+4+4++++ 


could be the complete Playr k*&& &Y~ 


er coaching tips, this r 


talent 
y inits 


An excitin 
with plen 


locker... but can it 
go all the wa 


Kieran Alger 


If buying the gaffer a pint isn’t enough to earn you a place in the first team, perhaps 
furnishing him with some hard data will be? Well, to pull out a couple more classic 
football clichés, this Playr has plenty of potential; it just needs time to develop. We're 
told it’s early doors and the base of advice on offer will grow, but we did expect a bit 
more insight from the point of unboxing. 


FUJ, FILM 
SHOW ME YOUR 


av. -) 
TF: wusy?” 


EVERYDAY CREATIVITY, PURE AND 
SIMPLE WITH THE X<-T100 


24.2 Megapixel CMOS Sensor - ~180° Tilt & Flip Touchscreen LCD - Electronic Viewfinder 
Bluetooth & Wi-Fi Connectivity - Slow Motion HD - 4K Video 
Film Simulation Modes - Compatible with over 25 lenses 


FUJIFILM-xXT1O00.COM 
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Come Dyn with me 


There’s anew supersonic multiroom family on the block: Verity Burns kits out her 
home to see if Dynaudio Music can knock noisy neighbour Sonos off its perch 


/ 


If you haven't got music in every 
room of your house yet, what 
exactly have you been doing 
with your spare cash, hmm? Not 
to worry, though — there's anew 
multiroom system vying for your 
attention, andit's from Danish 
hi-fi lords Dynaudio. 

Four speakers make up the 
Dynaudio Music system, ranging 
from the portable Music 1— ideal 
for your kitchen or bedroom — to 
the larger-than-life Music 7 that 


as 


> 0 wet ete 


DYNAUDIO 


can handle your TV sound. 
They look good, offer more 
connectivity than their Sonos 
rivals, and have serious audio 
know-how stacked behind 
them. But is that enough to 
tear potential buyers away 
from Sonos? I've invited all four 
speakers of the family for a stay 
at my house to find out. 

The Dynaudio range has a 
striking design that oozes Nordic 
cool. Unlike the understated, 


This is a superb multiroom system that 
offers plenty to love for anyone who's 
© (looking for a stylish Sonos alternative 


minimalist lines of Sonos, these 
speakers have been designed to 
stand out — and certainly do in 
my living room with their angled 
edges. Around the edges there's 
a metal band that holds the 
speakers’ controls for volume, 
playback and six presets that 
can be set via the app. Is the 
design likely to divide opinion? 
Perhaps. They certainly make 
astatement, so they won't be to 
everyone's taste. | think they look 
blimmin' lovely, though. 
Connectivity varies depending 
on which speaker you go for. Of 
course, all of them are tooled up 
with Wi-Fi for music playback, 


There’s a choice 
of four colours for 
each speaker: red, 
blue, light grey or 
dark grey. 


and they have Bluetooth and 
support for AirPlay too. As far 
as physical connections go, all four 
offer 3.5mminputs anda USB 
port for device charging, while 
the Music 5 and Music 7 also 
offer an optical input, with the 
addition of an HDMI ARC input 
on the 7. 

The speakers come ready to 
go in setup mode out of the box, 
and the app walks you through 
getting them online. I'm using an 
iPhone, and the process couldn't 
be simpler. Once they're hooked 
up there are a few firmware 
updates to download; !'ll leave 
them to do that overnight. 


Music 1(£449) 
1x lin tweeter, 

1x 4in woofer 
Music 3 (£575) 
2x lin tweeters, 
1x 5in woofer 
Music 5 (£699) 
2x lin tweeters, 
2x 3in mid-range, 
1x 5in woofer 
Music 7 (£875) 
2x lin tweeters, 
2x 3in mid-range, 
2x 5in woofers 


t's only the second day in, and I've 
found a crippling flaw: there's no 
Spotify! Tidal is, for now, the only 
streaming service supported in 
the Dynaudio app, so if you don't 
subscribe to Jay-Z's hi-res service, 
the app's going to look pretty bare 
with just radio stations. You at least 
get anine-month free trial of Tidal 
with Dynaudio speakers, but not 
having support for the world's 
biggest streaming service still 
feels very restrictive. 
That said, | can still stream from 
Spotify, Apple Music or another 
service of choice via Bluetooth or 
AirPlay to listen to music on any of 
the speakers — | just have to jump 
backwards and forwards between 
apps constantly. Urgh. 


The Dynaudio Music app does look 
lovely. The homescreen is nicely laid 
ut, with the Dynaudio Music Now 
ustomised playlist at the top, 
our favourite artists below that, 
nd aselection of your saved Tidal 
aylists and recommended radio 
tations further down. It’s clean, 
ear and easy to navigate. 
Unfortunately, the user journey 
hasn't been so well considered. For 
example, there's no way to add to 
a queue and you can't fast-forward 


Oo 


ANnDU< A 


Donut of Truth © 


through a track if you're eager to 
get to the drop. Most annoyingly 
of all, though, there's no easy way 
to add or take out speakers from 


a group. You have to delete a group 


and start again from scratch. 


Allof these speakers sound great. 
There's arich, full-bodied sound 
here with plenty of punch, and it's 
fair to say there's an impressive 
rumble to the bass in each unit. 
Thankfully it's not flabby or 
overpowering, but instead weighty 
and authoritative. 
As for dynamics, the family 
stretches its legs with impressive 
skill. Play something that requires 
abit of gusto and even the little 
Music 1 will get right behind it. 

You can push these speakers to 
neighbour-bothering levels before 
you'll get any hint of resistance, and 
the spread of sound even in large 
rooms is superb. 


This is asuperb multiroom system 
that offers plenty to love for anyone 
who's looking for a stylish Sonos 
alternative. But it still has a way 

to goin terms of functionality and 
usability... particularly with prices 
that start at over £400 for the 
smallest speaker. 


STUFF SAYS 


As gorgeous 
to look at as it 
is to listen to; 
only the app 
lets Dynaudio 
Music down 
Kk KK 
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best-selling gadget 
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he Mario Tennis series 
T is back — but instead of 
simply replacing Rafa and 


Serena with Nintendo's wacky 
cast, this Switch title has put a 
new spin on the sport. 

With super-charged moves 
and an adventure mode packed 
with oddball challenges and boss 
battles, Acesis as delightfully 
Nintendo as they come. 

In previous Mario Tennis entries 
you'd mostly rely on more or less 
‘real’ shots: lobs, slices and so on. 
These all return, but now Mario 


> andcohave also gained a slew 
> of skills that Federer in his prime 
* would have envied. 


You can pause time to aim 


- shots, slow down the ball to make 
: it easier to hit, or even trigger a 


‘special shot’ that’s so powerful it 


* shatters your opponent's racket. 

> But this isn't quite an ‘instant win’ 

: button, as it's possible to counter 

* such shots with a well timed block. 
: It alladds a surprising breadth of 

: tactics to Aces. 


There's a very steep learning 


> curve to master all of these new 


: abilities, but Adventure mode does 
: afine job of teaching you. Here you 
* must complete creative challenges 
: Including atime trial where you 

> launch flaming balls at a bunch of 

* piranha plants. Bonkers on paper, 

: but most of the challenges feel 

* totally natural — 


and original. 
The star attraction of Mario 
Tennis Aces, though, is multiplayer, 


* The 1v1matches both online and 
: against the console are tensely 
: addictive fun. 


Bizarrely, online tournaments 


: are only available on certain days 


A superbly eccentric game that just needs a few more online features 


— 


Switch  stuff.tv/TennisAces 


- 


Mario Tennis 


The furry-lipped plumber serves up another multiplayer gem for the Nintendo eewitcit livened 
up by some radical new trick shots. Anyone for time-bending, racket-pulverising tennis? 


— 


. 


* aS part of planned events, which 

> leaves the online experience 

: feeling rather shallow on your 

> average day. At launch there 

> areno online tournaments, no 

: leaderboards and not even any 

> sort of ranking system, so it's 

* going to be tough to find someone 
> onyour skill level. 


But if you're happy to just play 


through the adventure and keep 

: the competitive matches for your 

: friends, this is undoubtedly one of 

: the Switch's best multiplayers yet. 
: Ryan Jones 


TESTED GAMESGZOS 


Mario Kart 8 Deluxe 


Golf Story 


GZOBTESTED 


Sjura Te 
orld’Evolution. 


Think the original Jurassic parkies did a terrible job of building a dinosaur 
wonderland? Then this is your chance to show them how it’s done... 


et's drop the rose-tinted 
L specs for asecond. John 
Hammond, inventor of the 


living dino theme park, is either the 
most naive character ever created 
or asick and twisted menace. 

But we don't really blame him... 
because if Jurassic World Evolution 
is anything to go by, watching 
velociraptors chase down frazzled 
guestsis an absolute hoot. 

Yes, this new business sim fulfils 
all of our dreams by giving us full 
control of our very own Jurassic 
Park, simulating the experience 
as closely as possible with a superb 
range of the monstrous beasts and 
more daring escapes than you'll 
find in Prison Break. 

And while there's no doubt the 
developers have purposely pulled 
nostalgia strings here, with John 
Williams’ score and Jeff Goldblum's 
voice acting providing flashbacks 
to the '90s, Evolution never feels 
dependent on such tactics — it's 
quite capable of standing on its 
own two Scaly feet. 

If you've ever played the likes 
of Zoo Tycoon, or indeed Jurassic 
Park's own Operation Genesis, 


oe See 
~ 4 


> you'll know the deal here. You build 
> your own theme park, ensure all 

> thecritters are happily secured in 

> their enclosures and do all you can 
> to keep your guests happy — which 
> mostly means keeping their heads 
> secured to their shoulders. 


Aside from the ability to tweak 


: dinosaur genetics and a dynamic 

> weather system that often wreaks 
* havocupon your park, there isn't 

> muchhere to help Evolution stand 

> out from your average sandbox 

* game. There are some performance 
: problems too — once you've built 

> your park up to a certain size, for 

> example, there's a noticeable lag 

> when roaming the map. 


But despite the barebones 


gameplay and technical issues, 

: Jurassic World Evolution is still a 

: wonderful experience. Unlocking 
: the 40-odd dinos and developing 
: the stature of your park is hugely 
: addictive, while the thrill of seeing 
:; those extinct leviathans step out 
: into your park for the first time is 

> as goosebump-raising as when 

: you first watched Spielberg's 

: Jurassic Park in the cinema. 

: RyanJones 


A rather basic building sim, but the dinosaur magic makes up for that 


h 


Storms, 
sabotage and 
unhappy dinos 
are all capable 

of breaking 
down fences. 


The gyrosphere 
lets visitors get 
close to the 
beasts without 
fear of being 
nibbled on. 


TESTED 
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The Crew 2 


y Marvel at America in miniature... but with no competitive multiplayer 
mode, things quickly get formulaic in this sandbox racer sequel 


: 


bisoft's open-world driving = inthis one there's no sense of 
U | sequel wants tobestreet + connection between races. Even 
; racing for the YouTube : worse, there's little to keep you 
y generation. Right from the start, > occupied if you do decide to do all 
When the road your nameless avatar isletloose +: thecross-country driving yourself. 
runs out, tap a ina shrunken, greatest-hits tour > Youmight think adding aircraft and 
button and you of the USA with one simple aim: get = boats would keep things fresh, but 
instantly swap insta-famous by showing off your the plane controls are tricky = until 
your car for = Si ‘ skills behind the wheel. ; you've put in the practice, flying 
--, * — How you earn those coveted : justisn’t as accessible as the 


a powerboat. online followers is up to you: on > other disciplines. 


tarmac, over dirt and gravel,onthe The racing itself is decent, but 
water...orinthe air.Andthere’sa : the game world feels hollow and 
whole lot of it allto go around. It'll = = inconsistent. The cars aren't as 
take you the best part of anhour +: free toroamas they once were, 
to drive across the whole country, +: the planes take precision that feels 
with day rolling into night as you : at odds with the arcade-style 
drive and weather fronts rolling in > racing... and why is it snowing on 
to blast you with rain and snow. : the Hollywood sign?! 
, Away fromthe picture postcard: With Forza Horizon having 
Different car : 7 locations, though, this worldfeels set the bar, Ubisoft hasn't done 
classes get , a bit... empty. Sure, people fill the : enough to make The Crew 2stand 
faster as you pavements, cars pootle alongthe : out. There's hope that updates 
progress, but roads, and streets are fullof shops : willadd content and give players 
not any more and restaurants; but your races > more reason to explore; but unless 
challenging and events take a lot of patience : you're desperate to take that 
; to search for. : virtual coast-to-coast road trip, 

The first game saw youheading : youmight want to wait andsee 
along the East Coast, then slowly > what the season pass delivers 
easing your way inland towards : later down the line. 
Middle America and beyond. But : TomMorgan 


A blast to begin with, but there’s just not enough going on here 
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‘Sonos Beam | 
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Available from the App Store, Google Play 
Newsstand and Kindle Newsstand 


This gadget has 


leapt straight 
outta testing 
and into our 
rankings. 
Time changes 
everything, 
including Stuff 
Top Ten placings. 
? 
® 
Searing with 
techy genius, 
a product that’s A solid gold 
set our hearts bargain. 
aflame. Worth owning, 
regardless of 
cashflow. 
Should | upgrade? 103 
Playlist 105 : Howto buy... ails 


a streaming box 
Streaming essentials 107 


The big question 111 : 5-minute hacks 120 
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TOP TENS) SMARTPHONES @ 


Huawei P20 Pro 


£669 / stuff.tv/P20Pro 


While Samsung and Apple's war for smartphone 
supremacy rages on, Huawei has sauntered 

up and knocked both companies off their feet 
with the P20 Pro. Serious snappers will love this 
flagship phone thanks to the triple-lens camera, 
with 5x zoom and a 40MP main sensor. Add 

to that a quite awesome AMOLED display, 
lightning-fast internals and a top-notch design, 
and you've got yourself a recipe for the best 
new smartphone of 2018. 


Stuff says kkk KK 
That triple-lens cam gives the P20 Pro 
the edge in the smartphone wars 


@ TIPSG 
TRICKS 


@ Activating ‘Natural 
Tone’ in settings will 
adjust the screen's 
brightness according 
to your environment. 


@ Tocapturea 
screenshot, simply 
double-tap the front 
of the P20 Pro with 
your knuckle. 

@ NOW ADD THIS 


@ Turn on ‘Face unlock’ AModern Huawei P20 Pro Case 


in ‘Security & privacy’ 
and you can wake up 
the P20 Pro with just 


With its fragile back, you'll want a 
case for your P20 Pro — one that 
accommodates the three sensors. 


£6.99 / amazon.co.uk 


a glance. 


Samsung Galaxy S9 

tok IK IK £619 / stufftv/S9 

Samsung's latest flagship isn't a huge upgrade on 
the Galaxy S8, but it's still a very welcome one. 


> 


BARGAIN 
he 


Honor 9 Lite 

tot KR from £183 / stufftv/Honor9Lite 
Cutting-edge design at a price that won't shred 
your wallet: this is an excellent budget phone. 


4 


Google Pixel 2 XL 

tottokbk from £549 / stufftv/Pixel2XL 

This Pixel sequel offers an incredible camera and the 
definitive Android experience. 


Moto G6 Plus 

tok kkk £239 / stufftv/MotoG6Plus 

Superb both on paper and in use, the G6 Plus raises 
the bar when it comes to affordable phones. 


SHOKG 


BARGAIN 
BUY 


Honor View 10 


@ Prices quoted are for handset only unless otherwise stated 


OnePlus 6 
from £469 / stufftv/OnePlus6 


Once again, OnePlus has banged 
out a superb bargain phone with 
all the sought-after features of a 
high-end handset for amuch less 
daunting price. With a glass design, 
bezel-less front, supercharged 
internals and OLED display, it'd 

be greedy to ask for more. 


Stuff says Kk 
Bow down to the bargain kings: 
OnePlus has aced it yet again 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW PHONES, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/SMARTPHONES 


Apple iPhone X 
from £959 / stufftv/iPhoneX 


There's no question that the 
iPhone X is a fantastic phone. 
Even notch-haters have to admit 
its design is majestic, while Face ID, 
a gorgeous display and a versatile 
camera all combine for one of the 
best all-round handsets you can 
buy. The only problem is the price. 


Stuff says kk 
An awesome iPhone that goes toe 
to toe with Android’s best offerings 


& 


@e 


i 


kk KK £450 / stufftv/View10 


A fantastic phone at a fantastic price, if not the same 
kind of outright bargain as the Honor 9, 


LG G7 ThinQ 
took: £599 / stufftv/G7ThinQ 


Anintensely bright display and clever BoomBox 
speaker tech give this LG oodles of originality. 


Sony Xperia XZ2 
tok ke: from £590 / stufftv/XZ2 


Sony's best handset yet offers plenty, but its 
competitors have made bigger strides. 


TOP TENS 


Pick it up cheap 


aes: 


The oppressive rule of wires is slowly 

coming to an end, as the LG G7 ThinQ 

joins the growing list of smartphones that , 

support Qi charging. Ikea offers one of the The iPhone X and 

most budget-friendly and best-looking Galaxy s9 both 

Should | UPpQ rade? wireless chargers, with a svelte wooden support wireless 

Ke G7 TH | N Q finish so — unlike most wire-free pads — it charging. 
doesn’t look like a lump of weird alien tech 

that’s been dumpedin your living room. 

£15 / ikea.com 


Ryan Jones 
Staff Writer 


Remember that kid in school 
who was never top of the 
class, but was just quirky enough that all 
the teachers still loved him? That's kinda Glorious 
like the LG G7 ThinQ. It can’t compete screen 
with the iPhone X or Galaxy S9 in terms 
of camera or design, but its wacky feature 
list and affordable price help it stand out 
from the competition. 
The G7’s special skills include a BoomBox 
speaker that’s beefy enough to matcha 
laptop's, a 1000-nit display that’s so bright 
it has no fear of sunlight, and a wide-angle 
camera — so you'll never again have to make 
the agonising decision of which friend to 
cut out of the holiday snaps. 


ThinQ before you buy 

Let’s get to the real question, though: is 

the G7 ThinQ good enough to persuade 

you to ditch last year’s G6? In short, 

yes. You get an improved QHD+ display, Camera 

speedier innards, a bump up to Android 8 isn’t great 

and a snazzier iPhone-imitating design. 

And since it'll only cost a reasonable £599, 

it seems like a simple choice. ' 
There's one issue, though: the OnePlus 6 ° (=. 

offers better value. So we recommend you OnePlus 6 oo 

opt for our bargain champion instead... but is cheaper 

if you really love the G7’s quirky features, 

then you're still getting a top-notch phone. 


GET STUFF-SOCIAL AT & 


TOP TENS) [ABLEJS 


Apple iPad Pro 10.5in 


/ stuff.tv/iPadPro 


The 9.7in iPad Pro was already sitting comfortably as our 
favourite tablet, but that wasn't good enough for Apple. Rather 
than giving its flagship tablet a few minor tweaks, it introduced 
a bigger screen and animmensely potent processor. In fact, this 
device is So powerful and flashy that it’s even blurring the lines 
between tablet and laptop. If you only want to browse social 
media and watch Netflix, the 10.5in iPad Pro is overkill; this is 

for those more interested in creation than consumption. 


Stuff says Kk KKK 
The iPad Pro puts all other tablets to shame - it’s 
unbeatable as a multimedia machine or creative tool 


Samsung Galaxy Tab S3 

£469 / stufftv/TabS3 

The Tab S3 is powerful and has a gorgeous 
screen, while the bundled stylus is a welcome 
extra that you don't have to be an artist to 
appreciate. It doesn't do half-measures, which 
is rare in an Android tablet. 

Stuff says kkk 

The first genuine rival to Apple’s iPad Pro 


2 


el 


Apple iPad (2018) 

from £319 / stufftv/iPad2018 

There might not be alot different here 
compared to the previous iteration of the 
standard iPad, but subtle improvements 
and arelatively affordable price mean this 
is the best tablet for most people. 

Stuff says kkk 

A versatile tablet for both work and play 


Huawei MediaPad M5 Pro 10.8 
tok AK from £369 / stufftv/M5Pro 
This may not beat the iPad Pro, but it gets 
you similar skills for much less cash. 


Amazon Fire 7 

tok teks: £50 / stufftv/Fire7 

Flawed, yes, but this is the best ultra-cheap 
tablet you can get — and now it has Alexa. 


4 


Urbanista Seattle Wireless 


£80 / stuff.tv/SeattleWireless 


Urbanista makes affordable headphones that sell in the kind of 
high-street shops where you won't usually find hardcore hi-fi 
nerds — so it’s areal surprise that the Seattles are some of the 
best-sounding affordable wireless cans around. They have a far 
more expansive and involving soundstage than most sub-£100 
pairs — they’re full and rich-sounding, with the sort of tasteful 
bass drive that will please the masses without turning off the 
chin-stroking crowd. 


Stuff says kk KKK 
Bags of style and fantastic sound quality at the right 
price - these Urbanistas are an absolute steal 


Beyerdynamic Byron 

£40 / stufftv/Byron 

These earphones have a sound we defy 
you not to like, with great mid-range detail 
that outdoes our long-term favourite 
SoundMagic E10Cs. They're the kind of 
in-ears you can happily wear all day, 

Stuff says kk 

Seriously classy in-ear headphones 


Sony WH-1000XM2 

£294 / stufftv/SonyWH 

Sony has given its previous over-ears a 
series of tweaks rather than a substantial 
upgrade, but that’s still resulted in a premium 
pair of noise-cancelling cans. Plus, they have 
an outstanding 40-hour battery life. 

Stuff says kk 

A premium price, but a fantastic pair of cans 


Sony WF-1000X 

kk KKH £148 / stufftv/SonyWF 

The best-sounding wireless in-ears we've 
heard, with superb noise-cancellation. 


SoundMagic E10BT 

tok tok& £50 / stufftv/E1OBT 

A Bluetooth version of some of the best 
affordable in-ears available. 


FOR THE FULL TOP TENS AND REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/TABLETS & STUFF.TV/TOP-10/HEADPHONES 


HEADPAONES (TOP TENS 


TOP TENS 


There’s no need to spend 
big to get thumb-flexing 
quality on the go: here’s 
our pick of the tablet titles 
you can download for nowt 


PLAYLIST 
BEST FREE 
TABLET GAMES 


MULTIPLAYER 
MAYHEM 


Fortnite 

Anyone with an 
internet connection 
will already be aware 
of this 100-player 
battle royale, but did 
you know you can 
play it on your iPad? 
Aside from the 
Nintendo Switch, 
this is the best way 
to make this online 
shooter portable — 
and Android owners 
will shortly be able 
to join the fun too. 
iOS (Android soon) 


: The Battle 

: of Polytopia 

: Essentially a mini 
Civilization, Polytopia 

; has youcommanda 

: tiny tribe, aiming to 

: discover new tech, 

; expand your empire 

; and duff up anyone 

; who getsin your way. 
Despite the isometric 


Hearthstone 
Whether they were 

: covered in Pokemon 
or hairy sportsmen, 

: there’s agood chance 

; you've got alot of 

: nostalgia for trading 
cards. Hearthstone 
is another addictive 

: collectathon, but with 

; adeeper and more 


Alto’s Adventure 
Sure, you could just 
play this snowboard 
adventure on your 
smartphone, but 
you'll really want to 
ogle the magnificent 
mountain backdrops 
onas big ascreen as 
possible. Plus, more 
thumb space will 
mean it’s easier to 


: Asphalt 8: Airborne 
: After seven games in 
* theseries, Gameloft’s 
: grown bored having 

: sports cars zoom 

: along at breakneck 

: speeds. So Asphalt 8 
; now sees your vehicle 
; Catapulted into the 

: air too, whereupon 

:; it can perform aerial 


Space Pioneer 
Neil Armstrong’s 
space venture looks 
as humdrum as an 
episode of Time 
Team compared 

to this intergalactic 
top-down shooter. 
From zapping aliens 
to upgrading your 
arsenal of blasters, 


pull off killer stunts 
and llama rescues. 


iOS, Android 


THE BEST 
UPCOMING 
TABLET 
GAMES 


: stunts that probably 
> aren't covered by 

= your insurance. 

> iOS, Android 


: worlds and simplified 


mechanics, Polytopia 


: offers plenty of depth. 
: {OS, Android 


TES: BLADES 

This Elder Scrolls title 
may not excite like the 
newly announced Skyrim 
sequel, but slashing your 
foes on tablet still looks 
bloody good fun. 


engrossing battling 
system than you'll 


: likely find elsewhere. 


iOS, Android 


COMMAND 

& CONQUER: 
RIVALS 

After bossing PC gaming, 
this real-time strategy 
series is set to invade 
the mobile market. 


GEl) SiUEF DEE ERED FOR RREE: 


you'll have endless 
fun conquering this 
infinite galaxy. 

iOS, Android 


GEARS POP! 

The last thing you'd 
expect from the gritty 
Gears of War seriesis a 
spin-off crossover with 
the cutesy Funko Pop 
figures, Yet here we are... 


TOP TENS) | APTORS @ 


TIPS & WhoneedsaTouch The universal 

TRICKS Bar? Youcanloginto clipboard lets you 
your Mac with your copy text on your 
iPhone's Touch ID iPhone and paste it 


using the MaclD app. _ directly to your Mac. Apple Mac Book Pro 
from £124 


9 (13in) / stuff.tv/MacBookPro 


The MacBook Pro didn't really need a big update 
in 2017, but we're not moaning that Apple gave it 
one, especially since it came at no extra charge. 
With the Kaby Lake processor giving the Proa 
big power boost, this is amonster laptop — even 
without the Touch Bar. When you factor in the 
gorgeous display, fantastic keyboard/touchpad 
and slick design, putting it at No1 was an easy 
decision... the only questionis, will the new 2018 
version (see p17) be able to top it? 


Stuff says kkk KK 
Performance, portability and a sensible 
price make this the king of laptops 


@ NOW ADD THIS 

Satechi Type-C USB 3 Hub 

Two ports not enough? This hub adds 
loads more and sits snugly against 
the MacBook Pro's side. 

£31 / satechi.net 


Dell XPS 13 (2018) 

tok AK from £1249 / stufftv/XPS13 

Royalty among Windows laptops, this is an 
ultra-portable we wish we could keep for good. 


Apple MacBook 

tok kw & from £1249 / stufftv/MacBook 

A Kaby Lake processor keeps the standard 
MacBook competitively brilliant. 


Huawei MateBook X Pro 

tok AAW from £1799 / stufftv/MateBookXPro 

A stylish Windows laptop with some clever ideas 
to get the maximum display for your collar, 


Lenovo IdeaPad 320S 

kkk kK from £330 / stufftv/IdeaPad320S 
Cheap and cheerful makes for a refreshing 
combination, especially if you're on a budget. 


Microsoft Surface Laptop Asus ZenBook UX310UA @ ponceiarare ae / stufftv/BladelS 
from £749 / stufftv/SurfaceLaptop from £600 / stufftv/ZenBook 8 ee sa Sac rehies 
This ultra-portable is a super-powered gaming 


behemoth, but gets very hot under pressure. 


Putting carpet on alaptop and Asus has hit that price sweet spot, 
restricting it to Windows 10 S undercutting the competition and 
sounds like a disaster on paper. making potential MacBook Air : Microsoft Surface Book 2 
Yet the Surface Laptopis a buyers think twice before hitching 9 kkk kK from £1499 / stufftv/SurfaceBook2 
fantastic portable machine with their wagon to Apple and macOS. A productivity powerhouse that’s flexible and 
everything you'd possibly need There's little else out there that’s portable, but it carries ahefty price premium. 
to meet that deadline in a hurry better without spending a whole 
or watch a film or two. lot more money, 

e- Apple MacBook Pro 15in with Touch Bar 
Stuff says kk Stuff says kk A 1 O tk KAS from £2349 / stufftv/MacBook 
Microsoft’s carpet-covered laptop MacBook styling, but not \ A flawed masterpiece, but one that's packed 
is an ultra-portable stunner for MacBook money with power andis fantastic to use. 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW LAPTOPS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/LAPTOPS 


NETFLIX 


Think that little elf creature looks like 
Bart Simpson after eating rotten sushi? 
That's because this animated fantasy is 

another Matt Groening creation, as we 
follow alcoholic princess Bean on her 
adventures through Dreamland. 


Better watch Saul — we've all been 
eagerly anticipating Jimmy's 
transformation into Breaking Bad's 
lawyer scoundrel, and following the 
events of last season's finale we may 
just get our wish this month. 


Jason Bateman is usually a jolly fellow, 


starring in all sorts of cheery comedies. 


But after he becomes entangled in the 
operations of a drug cartel in this tense 
Netflix crime drama, poor Jason's 
anything but jolly. 


@ NEW TO STREAMING 


It’s the month of the comeback 
kings as Thor finally delivers a 
fun flick, Premier League drama 
returns and the creator of The 
Simpsons goes full-on fantasy 


AMAZON 
VIDEO 


yew’ 


It’s hard to take John Krasinski 
seriously after so many years pulling 
pranks and selling paper on the US 
adaptation of The Office, yet here he is 
starring as a CIA agent in Tom Clancy's 
blockbusting action thriller. 


With so many years of human history 
to choose from for comedy material, 
Stalin’s death probably wouldn't top 

most people’s lists. But Alan Partridge 
co-creator Armando lannucci does a 

masterful job of setting up the laughs. 


Source Code has the kind of story you 
might find on the Syfy channel. But the 
tale of aUS army captain, who tries to 
prevent a bombing by transferring his 
consciousness to another person, is 
actually a rather good one. 


Is there a better way to celebrate the 
start of anew Premier League season 
than watching James Corden’s sporty 
panel show? Honestly, yes. But this is 

still a decent substitute when your 
mates can’t make the pub. 


Yes, we know the previous Thor films 
were as boring as your friends’ rants 
about work, but Ragnarok ups the 
bombastic action and wacky humour, 
delivering one of Marvel's best films 
yet. Plus you get to see Hulk smash. 


Take one look at Dwayne Johnson 
and learn he’s the star of an NFL 
comedy, and you'll surely assume he’s 
portraying an American footballer. 
Nope, he’s a financial manager. Did you 
walk into the wrong audition, Rock? 


TOP TENS) 1\s @ 


@ TIPSS 
TRICKS 


@ Use the Movie preset 
for standard viewing, 
and HDR Movie to 
make the most of 
HDR content. 


Philips 55POS9002 


£1499 / stuff.tv/SS5POS9002 


With a picture that’s punchier than LG’s, HDR 
performance to rival Sony’s and the stunning 
Ambilight wall-illuminating effect that helps 

it stand out from both, the Philips 55POS9002 
is just about the best thing going in the telly 
market right now. It also helps that it’s available 
at arelatively affordable price for an OLED 4K 
HDR set. A few major apps may be lacking, but 
a cheap streaming stick or 4K games console 


@ For best results 
we suggest turning 
off both motion 
processing and 
the light sensor. 


@ A Roku Streaming 


Stick+ (£80) will will solve that little quibble. 
make up for the TV's 
lack of apps with lots — Stuff says kkk KK 


of 4K HDR content. Ambilight is awesome, but even without 


it this is one of the best TVs ever 


@ NOWADD THIS Sky Q 

Once you've got a 4K TV, you'll want 
access to the best 4K content. Sky Q 

is a good bet for watching and recording 
all your favourite shows and films. 

from £20 + £20/month / sky.com 


Samsung QE65Q9FN 

eK IH £3799 / stufftv/QE6SQIFN 
Samsung's 4K QLED is good enough to compete 
with the very best OLEDs on the market. 


BARGAIN 
BUY 


LG OLED55C7V 

tok kK £1299 / stufftv/55C7V 

After anumber of price-cuts, this LG is now one 
of the most affordable OLEDs you can buy. 


LG OLED65W7 

kkk KK £4999 / stufftv/LGESW7 

The current benchmark in TV design and picture 
quality... but it’s ridiculously pricey. 


Samsung UESSMU8000 
toto £959 / stufftv/UES5MU8000 
Thought mid-range meant middle of the road? 


LG C8 Philips 50PUS6272 This fine Samsung will make you think again. 
£2699 / stufftv/LGC8 £504 / stufftv/50PUS6272 

Sony KD-65XF9005 
This year's LG flagship TV is not Not only does it have HDR and tk kk £1989 / stufftv/KDE5XF9005 
a huge upgrade on 2017's model. AK support, but this Philips also It may have a mid-range price, but this Sony's 
However, tweaks to the processor has that awesome Ambilight trick AK LCD panelis still a proper belter. 
have made this the best-looking that casts colourful lights upon 


OLED screen yet. Sure, the LG E8 your living room wall. This telly 


has amore jaw-dropping design has poor viewing angles and you'll gM Samsung UE4OMU6400 
and more immersive audio, but the need to fiddle with the settings 9 tk kK £469 / stufftv/UE4O 
C8 offers the exact same picture to get the best out of it, but those Most 4K TVs are frickin’ huge, but this 40in set 
quality at aless premium price. For are forgivable issues when you get — ~ Will fit any lounge — andit's ultra—affordable. 
this reason, it's our top pick from such a fantastic picture at sucha 
LG's impressive 2018 range. bargain price. 

Panasonic TX-55EZ952B 
Stuff says kk AIK Stuff says kkk IK 1 kK KY £1499 / stufftv/TX55EZ952B 
Small improvements make this This 4K HDR TV is a dream come HDR niggles and a tricky setup process keep 
the best OLED television yet true for bargain hunters the EZ952 just behind the best. 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW TELEVISIONS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/TVs 


TOP TENS) CONSOLES 


PlayStation 4 Pro 


£350 / stuff.tv/PS4Pro 


As a gaming platform, PlayStation 4 is the best around — which 
makes the PS4 Pro the best of the best. Games optimised 

for the new console look stunning on a 4K HDR TV, and are 
substantially improved by the extra grunt inside this slightly 
bigger machine. Sure, it can’t match the Xbox One X for sheer 
power or resolution, but it makes up for that with an impressive 
line-up of games — including Uncharted 4, Horizon Zero Dawn 
and Bloodborne — and virtual reality support. 


Stuff says kkk 
The system for console gamers who have a 4K TV 
and want the best catalogue of games on offer 


Nintendo Switch 

£280 / stufftv/NintendoSwitch 

Nintendo's console earned a promotion in 
our list after it impressed us with a growing 
list of fantastic games. Plus, no other device 
here offers the joy of portable gaming. Train 
journeys will never be boring again. 

Stuff says kkk 

This 2-in-1 console is the real deal 


Xbox One X 

£424 / stufftv/XboxOneX 

There's no doubt the Xbox One X is the 
most powerful console here, capable of 
producing stunning 4K visuals... but it simply 
doesn't have the line-up of games to usurp 
the PS4 Pro from top spot. 

Stuff says kkk 

A 4K monster held back by its game catalogue 


, PlayStation 4 Slim 
tok AK £245 / stufftv/PS4Slim 


4) enjoy PlayStation’s brilliant exclusives. 


Haven't got a 4K TV? This is the best way to 


Xbox One S 


BARGAIN ~. 
BUY om " 
5 ¥ J kkk £200 / stufftv/XboxOneS 
Po No longer our Xbox of choice, but the One S 


remains a serious affordable option. 


HTC Vive Pro 
5 £799 (headset only) / stufftv/VivePro 
This high-end headset offers the best 
virtual reality experience by along way, 
but its sky-high price means you should 
only really buy it if you're a VR obsessive 
with a super-powerful gaming PC. 
Stuff says kkk KT 
oO 


VR HEADSE IS (TOP TENS 


The Oculus Rift has been playing catch-up for a while; but now 
that it’s got the fantastic Touch Controllers, has boosted its 
room-tracking capabilities to match the Vive andhas hada 

price drop to undercut HTC’s standard headset by £100, it finally 
deserves to top our VR headset rankings. Its library of exclusive 
games has grown considerably since launch too, with the likes of 
Robo Recall, Lucky’s Tale and Lone Echo all added. This is now the 
best VR headset available that doesn't cost the world. 


Stuff says kkk KY 
Thanks to the price cut and much-needed updates, 
the Rift is now the best reasonably-priced VR headset 


HTC Vive 

£499 / stufftv/HTCVive 

Barring a£100 price difference, there isn't 
much difference between the HTC Vice 
and Oculus Rift in all honesty. But if you're 
thinking of upgrading to the Vive Pro inthe 
future, this is a great gateway headset. 
Stuff says kkk KH 

A solid choice for immersive virtual reality 


This hardcore headset is overkill for most 


Google Daydream View 

tok teks: £99 / stufftv/DaydreamView 

This budget-friendly option is the best way 
of bringing VR to the masses. 


PlayStation VR 

kok Wk £215 / stufftv/PlayStationVR 

It can deliver incredible experiences, but 
the PSVR is held back by teething issues. 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/GAMES-MACHINES 


TOP TENS 


God of War 


£45 / PS4 


A lot has changed for PlayStation’s god-slaying 
champion. Not only has Kratos gained some 
wrinkles and grown a chin-full of hair, but he’s 
also ditched his iconic Blades of Chaos for a 
magic axe and angered a whole new bunch 

of gods. But while the action is as breathtaking 
as ever, it’s the surprisingly mature storyline 
that’s the draw here, with the short-tempered 
Kratos learning the ropes of parenting. Don’t 
expect him to start telling dad jokes just yet. 


. Stuff says kk 
The epic return of Kratos is yet another 
phenomenal PS4 offering 


@ OR PLAY THIS Bayonetta 2 
» 2 If you're upset that God of War 
A ~ has binned its hack-and-slash 


3 roots, this eccentric Switch title 


4 \u is the perfect replacement. 


£41 / Switch 


TRICKS 


» Collect Frozen 
Flames by defeating 
various enemies to 
upgrade your trusty 
Leviathan axe. 


Throw your axe at 
enemies and it will 
freeze them in place, = 
leaving you to fight 

others with your fists. 


£48 / PS4 Xbox One, PC 
A few minor gripes aside, this is a brilliant 
evolution of the open-world FPS series. 


£38 / PS4, Xbox One, PC 


£45 / PS4, Xbox One, PC 


SS 


From a flame-spitting dinosaur 

to a poison-puking bird, there are 
plenty of hulking monsters to slay 
inthis Japanese RPG. But it's the 
addictive weapon-upgrade tree, 
beautiful open-worlds and online 
cooperative multiplayer that will dig 
their claws into you. 


FighterZis quite simply gorgeous, 
fantastic fun to play, and not 

so difficult that fighting-game 
newbies will be instantly put off. 
Dig deeper than the one-button 
auto combos, though, and you'll 
find anuanced game that genre 
fans are going to love picking apart. 


Fun for veterans and newcomers, 
World is one monster of a game 


This Super Saiyan fighter is a blast 
to play, and looks great too 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW GAMES, VISIT 


Fe) 
7 
a : 
ws ¢ £40 / Switch 
Ww = A superb and eccentric tennis game that needs 
= afew more online features to come out swinging. 
A f\ 
> «4 £28 / PS4,PC 
: Not quite the new king of JRPGs, but this 
aR charming taleis great fun nevertheless. 


£45 / PS4 Xbox One, PC 
This dinosaur building—-sim sandbox is barebones 
in features but still a fun nostalgic ride. 


£45 / PS4 
An average narrative adventure that sags under 
the weight of its own widescreen ambitions. 


£45 / PS4 Xbox One, PC 
Ubisoft's racer should be a blast to explore, but it 
all gets abit ‘Are we nearly there yet?" 


£36 / Xbox One, PC 


Worth a play with three mates, but sails too 


close to tedium to be a multiplayer classic. 


XBOX GAME PASS 


/ 
Owna ton of £50 games that you 
haven't quite got round to playing? 
We know that story all too well. 
There is a way, however, to get 
more value for money out of your 
gaming obsession, and that’s by 
subscribing to a Netflix-esque 
streaming service. 


Truth be told, this ‘stream buffet’ 


model is inits infancy for video 
games right now, and by no means 
ready to knock consoles of their 
throne. But with AAA games 
costing so much, you could save 
alot of dosh by subscribing. 

Our favourite streaming service 
for games? It’s undoubtedly the 
Xbox Game Pass. For just £7.99 
per month, you gain access toa 
huge library of titles, including old 
faves like Star Wars: Knights of the 


PLAY ON PC 


@D THE BIG QUESTION 


HOW CAN | SAVE 
MONEY ON GAMING? 


Old Republic and Banjo-Kazooie, as 


well as some of the best releases 
: onthe Xbox One — including 


Fallout 4, The Division and Rise 
of the Tomb Raider. 
Take note, though: any DLC you 


: wish to add to a game will need to 
: bepurchased. On the bright side, 
: you get an exclusive discount off 
: DLC content for being an Xbox 


Games Pass subscriber. 


PLAYSTATION NOW 
/ 


Next to Xbox’s service, PlayStation 
Now doesn’t look very appealing. It 
has amore expensive subscription 
and doesn't offer many PS4 games, 
instead dipping into the libraries of 
older consoles. 

That said, there are still plenty 
of great titles here thanks to Sony's 
impressive line-up of exclusives. 
There’s The Last of Us, the 
Unchartedtrilogy, various Ratchet 
& Clank titles, as well as entries 
in the Infamous, God of War and 
killzone series. You'll find a few 
fantastic third-party games too, 
such as Batman: Arkham City, Red 
Dead Redemption and BioShock. 


INSTANT EXCLUSIVES 


UTOMIK 


/ 


: Asif members of the PC master 

: race needed their egos pumped 

: up even more, PC streaming 

: service Utomik offers one of 

: the best deals around with 800 

; games for just £5.99 a month. 

: There's a decent variety of titles 

: too, from the narrative-driven The 


Walking Dead to the bombastic 
Borderlands and (the original) 
Stars Wars: Battlefront Il. 


Warframe 
It's hard 
to believe this 
co-operative 
third-person 
sci-fi shooter is 
free to download. 
And despite having 
microtransactions 
for upgrades, 
there's plenty 
on offer to enjoy 
without spending 
apenny. 
PS4, Xbox One, PC 


@ Fallout 
Shelter 
Bethesda’s popular 
mobile app has 
arrived on console, 
If you missed it the 
first time around, 
this Fallout entry 
will have you 
managing anuclear 
bunker, ensuring 
residents don't 
starve or get eaten 
by radroaches. 

PS4, Xbox One, PC, 
Switch, iOS, Android 


World 

of Tanks 
An MMO where 
you blast apart 
opponents with 
an army of tanks, 
Need we say 
more? Anew 
Mercenaries 
update also gives 
players afresh 
story, revamped 
maps and a bigger 
choice of vehicles. 
PS4, Xbox One, PC 


TOP TENS) +--i @ 


e o o 
TIPS & — WithiPhones and Sonos speakers 
TRICKS — Android devices, use a feature called 


you can control your _—‘ Trueplay that tunes 
Sonos speakers from the sound to your 


your lock screen. room's acoustics. Sonos multir oom 
system 


from £149 / stuff.tv/SonosOne 


If you want to pretend your favourite band is 
playing in your living room, there’s no better 
option than a Sonos wireless speaker. They 
look great, work with your smartphone and 
boom out your tunes with dazzling finesse 
— from the compact and Alexa-compatible 
One (£199) to the flagship Play:5 (£499) and 
the TV-friendly Beam (£399). 


Stuff says Kk kK 
Infinite music in every room without the 
need for custom installers? Sign us up! 


@ NOWADD THIS Spotify Premium 
Sick of playing your iTunes library 
on repeat? Sign up to Spotify for 
more new music than you could 
ever possibly listen to. 
£9.99/month / spotify.com 


Naim Mu-so Qb 

kkk KK £599 / stufftv/Mu-soQb 
Complements its big brother's more refined 
character with a confident presentation. 


Google Chromecast Audio 

tok kw £30 / stufftv/ChromecastAudio 
Stream Spotify to your old hi-fi with this smart 
and highly affordable dongle. 


Jam Heavy Metal 

kK KH £88 / stufftv/JamHM 

Classy sound and design at a bargain price: this 
is the best affordable Bluetooth speaker. 


KEF Muo 

kkk KK £179 / stufftv/KEFMuo 

The Muo sounds as good as it looks... which is 
very nice indeed. 


Sony PS-HX500 


Naim Mu-so Riva S 

kkk Kw £302 / stufftv/PSHX500 
£995 / stufftv/Mu-so £109 / stufftv/RivaS Convert your vinyl to hi-res digital audio with 

this great-sounding, affordable turntable. 
How much for a wireless speaker ?! With six drivers pumping out music 
Well, yes, but what a wireless with a tonal fidelity unrivalled by 
speaker it is. Naim has ploughed similarly priced speakers, this Riva UE Wonderboom 
all of its high-end hi-fi experience is amust-have for sound nerds. kk kK £60 / stufftv/Wonderboom 
into delivering a beautifully made, Take into consideration the 13-hour This little speaker might look cute, but it's a sonic 
great-sounding device with battery life anda USB port onthe grenade — one you can deploy anywhere. 
AirPlay, Spotify Connect and back to charge other devices, and 
aptX Bluetooth all on board. it's also a great travel companion. 
Pom, «__— Bowers & Wilkins T7 

Stuff says kkk Ik Stuff says kkk I F q kw KK £299 / stufftv/P7Wireless 
Awireless speaker that can make The top small wireless speaker for § There are amillion portable Bluetooth speakers 
a valid claim to be genuine hi-fi real sound-hounds in the world, but few classier than the B&W T7. 


FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW HI-FI, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/HI-FI-STREAMING 


RUNNING | | KIT | 


For the best 
kit and tech 
visit the 
website 


| ADVICE 


TOP TENS) HOME CINEMA 
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BARGAIN 
BUY 
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Sky Q 


from £20 + £20/month / stuff.tv/SkyQ 


Sky Q works flawlessly and could change the way you watch 

TV — especially now 4K’s arrived. With Sky Movies’ huge range 
of films and Sky Sports’ frequent doses of football and F1 now all 
in stunning Ultra HD, there’s something for everyone to treat their 
eyes with. And 2TB of storage means you can record 350 hours’ 
worth of entertainment, so you're unlikely to be sweating over 
which show needs deleting. Factor in its multiroom skills, and 
Sky Qis undoubtedly the best TV experience you can get. 


Stuff says kkk KK 
You'll have to cough up for a subscription, but this is the 
best box for watching both live and recorded shows 


Q Acoustics Media 4 

£229 / stufftv/Media4 

This soundbar has won awards two years in 
arow from our friends at What Hi-Fi? The 
Media 4 combines subtle detail with precise 
surround effects to be the best-sounding 
and best-value soundbar you can buy. 
Stuff says kkk 

A whole lot of under-telly hi-fi for the money 


Amazon Fire TV Stick 

£40 / stufftv/FireStick 

With fast, reliable performance and most 
of the major services included — as well as 
a veritable feast of other apps, games and 
curios - this is the best option out there for 
expanding the horizons of your old HD TV. 
Stuff says kkk 

Anace streaming stick with a voice assistant 


Sky Soundbox 

tok tek from £249 / stuffitv/SkySoundbox 

If you have a Sky Q subscription, you can get 
this fantastic audio booster on the cheap. 


Apple TV 4K 

kk kK £179 / stufftv/AppleTV4K 
Streaming boxes might be on the way out, 
but Apple's 4K version still has its uses. 


@ 


BARGAIN 
BUY 


TECH TOYS (fOP TENS 


Lego Boost Creative Toolbox 


£150 / stuff.tv/LegoCreative Toolbox 


Building Lego models is already ridiculously good fun, so think 
what great a time you'll have when the completed model turns 
into a functioning robot. With the accompanying tablet app, you 
can use simple coding to make the robot move, fire projectiles 
and play various games. And rather than retiring it to the dusty 
shelf once you're bored, you can rebuild him into four other 
programmable models: a harmonica-playing cat, a driveable 
rover, a working robot-builder and a playable guitar. 


Stuff says kk 
All hail Vernie and friends - for value and sheer fun, it’s 
hard to beat this programmable Lego kit 


Sphero BB-8 with Force Band 

£130 / stufftv/BB8 

BB-8 was fun even without the Force Band. 
Now it will make you feel like a proper Jedi, 
letting you controlit with gestures— and 
that's worth more than all the snow on 
Hoth. See also the new BB-9E model. 

Stuff says kkk AK 

BB-8 is a bona fide Force sensation 


Propel Star Wars 
X-Wing Battling Drone 
£88 / stufftv/SWDrone 

The Star Wars Battling Drone works indoors 
* and outdoors, and doesn't require a licence 
or CAA permit to fly. It's a total blast... just a 
shame there's no camera or app. 
Stuff says kk AK 
Is the Force strong with this one? You betcha! 


Razor Crazy Cart Shift 

tok kK £253 / stufftv/Shift 

A go-kart toy meant for kids that can make 
grown adults grin like maniacs. 


Anki Cozmo 

tok KK £188 / stufftv/Cozmo 

He's a bit pricey, but Cozmo's a great laugh 
and has buckets of personality. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/HOME-CINEMA & STUFF.TV/TOP-10/HI-FI-STREAMING 


@ HOW TO Buy 


Is your telly too old to host all 
your favourite video apps? 
Rather than buying a pricey 
new set, how about using 
one of these clever devices? 


HOW TO BUY 


Amazon 
Prime Video 
Original content may 
be lacking compared 
to Netflix, but Prime 
Video has a number 
of great films. 


Netflix 
The streaming king 
continues to push out 
top-quality original 
content such as 
Altered Carbon and 
Annihilation. 


Now TV 
It’s a bit pricey, 
but Now TV lets you 
watch the latest films, 
blockbuster TV shows 
and Sky Sports 
action. 


ANY STREAM WILL DO? BONUS FEATURES 


First of all, you'd 


best check whether 
you actually need 

a streaming device: 
most modern smart 


TVs already have 


all the major apps 
pre-installed. But if 
you haven't invested 
in anew living-room 
showpiece for a few 
years, then a cheap 
dongle is a great way 


of getting access 
(subscription not 
included) to apps 


such as Netflix and 
Amazon Prime Video. 


Get this: 


£30 / google.com 


: If you're shopping for 
: astreaming gadget, 
: you'llneed to make 
: sure you buy one that 
: has the apps you're 
: after. You won't find 
: Amazon Prime Video 
: onthe Now TV Smart 


Stick, for example, 


: while the Amazon 


Fire TV Stick lacks 
Now TV. Those two 


: just can’t get along. 
: The Roku Express is 
: one of the few cheap 
: sticks that has all the 
: major apps as well as 
: Catch-up services. 


Get this: 


. £30 / roku.com 


: Thelatest trend for 
; streaming sticks is 
: to offer 4K resolution. 


However, there’s one 
issue: if your TV does 


: 4K, it probably already 
: has the Netflix, Now 

: TVand Amazon Prime 
: Video apps, leaving 

: such devices pretty 


much redundant. 


Some say you get 


better performance 


: with the likes of Apple 
: 4K TV; but as telly 
; Operating systems 


keep improving, that 
might change. 
Get this: 


: £179 apple.com 


@ ANKER 
NEBULA CAPSULE 


Who needs a television when you 
can use a pocketable projector? 
This Coke-can-sized beamer 
comes fully loaded with all the 


big-hitting apps. 


: Fed up of flexing your 
: little thumbs every 

: time you have to pick 
: something to watch? 

: Acouple of streaming 
> gadgets now let you 

: control your TV via 

: voice commands. The 
: Amazon Fire TV has 

: Alexa built in, so you 

: caninstantly locate 
your favourite teen 

: soap just by saying 

: the title. Amazon's 

: upcoming Fire TV Box 
: will evenlet you use 

: voice controls without 
: hitting a button. 


Get this: 


£40 / amazon.co.uk 


: @SKYQ 


: Looking for an excuse 
: to buy anew games 

: console? As well as 

: playing the likes of 

: Callof Duty, both the 

> Xbox One and PS4 

> (and their 4K models) 

: have allthe streaming 
apps you'll ever need. 


Get this: 


: £250 / playstation.com 


sf you're not ready to move on 


from the satellite, Sky Q offers 
: quality performance with 4K 


> resolution, multiroom magic and 


a huge list of top-notch TV shows 


: including Game of Thrones. 


TOP TENS) SMART HOME &B 


@ TIPSS 
TRICKS 


@ Check out the app's 
Energy Savings 
Report to see how 
well you're doing 
each month. 


@ Crank up the nerdery 
by tinkering with 
Tado's IFTTT channel 
or adding it to your 
Homekit setup. 


@ Hook up an Amazon 
Echo or Google 
Home to change 
the temperature 
with your voice. 


BARGAIN 
BUY 


Netatmo Welcome 
£158 / stufftv/NetatmoWelcome 


Netatmo's smart cam has face 
recognition capability, which 
works well once it's got to know 
you, and the usual motion and 


noise detection is easy to control. 


You can also remotely monitor 
your house to keep the paranoia 
at bay while on holiday, 


Stuff says kkk KK 
A neat security cam with loads of 
features and storage options 


Nest 3.0 
£279 + installation / stufftv/Nest3 


This is one of the cleverest (and 
best-looking) smart thermostats 
onthe market. Nest learns your 
habits — when you're in, when 
you're likely to need alot of hot 
water and so on — soit can control 
the boiler to save energy and keep 
that shower nice and toasty. 


Stuff says kk 
Asimple and mess-free smart 
thermostat with Alexa compatibility 


Tado Smart 
Thermostat 


from £199 + installation / stuff.tv/Tado 


It might not be as pretty as the Nest 3.0, but 
Tado has quietly evolved into the best all-round 
smart heating system around. Like autopilot 
for your boiler, it senses when you're leaving 
home or coming back thanks to the app’s 
geolocation. And Tado's gadgety goodness 

is second to none, with the option of zonal 
control for individual rooms and voice smarts 
from the likes Alexa and Google Assistant. 


Stuff says kkk I 
Tado roasts the competition with its 
combination of simplicity and smarts 


|) @ NOWADD THIS 
Tado Smart Radiator Thermostats 
Once you've tasted the joys of zonal 
smart heating, you and your wallet 
willnever go back. 
— £59 each/ tado.com 


Philips Hue Starter Kit 

tek ek from £60 (white) / stufftv/PhilipsHue 
Become an indoor god with the smartest way 
of lighting up your home remotely. 


Amazon Echo Dot 

tok kK £35 / stufftv/EchoDot 

Shame about the poor-quality speaker, but the 
Dot is a better buy than the full-size Echo. 


A good home cam that becomes a great one 
outdoors. Your shed has never been so secure. 


Netgear Arlo Pro 
tok ke & £195 / stufftv/ArloPro 


Google Wifi 

tok kk £129 / stufftv/GoogleWifi 

A signal-spreading wonder that'll make your old 
router look like a tech dinosaur. 


Nest Hello 

tok tek £229 / stufftv/NestHello 

Not only is this a nifty smart doorbell, but it also 
doubles as a useful outdoor security camera. 


Amazon Echo Spot 

tok teks £120 / stufftv/AmazonEchoSpot 

There still aren't enough screen-based Alexa 
apps, but it's an improvement on the Echo Show. 


Apple HomePod 

totob k's £319 / stufftv/HomePod 

For Apple Music users who want a high-end 
smart speaker, this is a cracking choice. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS OF THE BEST SMART HOME DEVICES, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/SMART-HOME-DEVICES 


TOP TENS) DRONES 


DJ| Mavic Air 


£769 / stuff.tv/MavicAir 


By combining the best bits from the Spark and Mavic Pro, 

DJ has made a cracking gadget for both beginners who want 
stunning aerial travel videos and those who just want to fly a 
nimble drone at full pelt around the local park. Not only can it 
shoot 4K video and be folded up to fit snugly in your backpack, 
but it also packs a range of autonomous skills — helping you to 
take fantastic videos even if you aren't the greatest pilot in the 
world. Allin all, this is our clear favourite high-flying drone. 


Stuff says Kk 
The best non-professional drone you can buy - the 
Mavic Air takes airborne cameras to new heights 


DJI Spark 

£449 / stufftv/DJISpark 

The Spark is the most user-friendly drone 
on this list, allowing you control it via hand 
gestures or asmartphone, while it's so diddy 
it will easily fit in your bag for a day out in the 
park. The 15-minute fly time is short, though. 
Stuff says kkk 

The perfect drone for beginners 


DJI Mavic Pro 

£899 / stufftv/MavicPro 

Despite the tiny proportions, DJ| hasn't had to 
make any sacrifices for the Mavic Pro. In fact, 
it's got more tech packed inside it than the 
Phantom 4 — and the foldable arms and 
compact controller add to its portability. 
Stuff says kkk KK 

The Mavic Pro is the ultimate hobbyist drone 


@ Parrot Anafi 
— kt IK £630 / stufftv/Anafi 
. The Anafiis a compact, (relatively) 
affordable and 4K-capable high-flyer. 


a Ryze Tello 
5 took bY £92 / stufftv/Tello 
Not without its technical shortcomings, 


but there's no better £100 toy drone. 


i) COMPACT CAMERAS 


TOP TENS 


Sony DSC-RX100 V 


£899 / stuff.tv/RXIOOV 


We wouldn't recommend buying this update if you already 

own the old lV model, but a few improvements have ensured 
that Sony remains the top dog in our compact camera list. The 
RX100 V is one of the finest point-and-shoots we've ever seen, 
with a flexibility that few pocket cameras can muster. While 
you do have to pay ahefty sum for that versatility and all-round 
performance, we reckon it’s the camera to buy if you want 
fantastic-looking snaps from your holidays. 


Stuff says kkk 
A small improvement over the RX100 IV, but Sony’s 
getting closer to premium point-and-shoot perfection 


Panasonic Lumix TZ200 

£729 / stufftv/TZ200 

This Panasonic compact is a significant 
upgrade from the TZ100, offering extra 
reach with the zoom lens, better colour 
reproduction, and an improved experience 
when using the electronic viewfinder. 
Stuff says kkk 

Small, neat and not dramatically overpriced 


Panasonic Lumix LX100 

£499 / stufftv/LX100 

One of the most capable premium 
compacts on the market. It can capture 
4K footage, but its superb stills and HD 
video performance are what make this 
Panasonic stand out. 

Stuff says kkk 

A star performer when it comes to the basics 


Fujifilm X1OOF 

kk KKK £1199 / stufftv/XIOOF 

The best street shooter around if you don't 
need the flexibility of interchangeable lenses. 


Canon G1X Mark III 

tok teks: £899 / stufftv/GIXMarklll 

This cam stuffs Canon's DSLR tech (including 
an APS-C sensor) into a pocketable form. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST SMART HOME TECH, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/COMPACT-CAMERAS 


TOP TENS 


@ TIPS& 
TRICKS 


@ For aperture-priority 
shots, set shutter 
speed to auto and 
turn the lens ring to 
the desired f-number. 


ols TI OS, 


@ Pressing the Q 
button will open a 
custom meny, giving 
you quick access to 
loads of settings. 


@ Tapping an area on 
the 3in touchscreen 
will let you set the 
focus point or take 
an instant shot. 


éy 


Sony A Ill 
£1999 / stufftv/SonyA7iii 


This compact DSLR's 24,.2MP 
sensor, super-fast processor and 
capability to shoot 4K video at 
30fps are already enough to make 
photographers drool. But it's the 
spectacular low-light snapping 
Skills that truly elevate this Sony 
to the elite bracket. 


Stuff says kk kK 
A fantastic all-rounder that excels 
in low-light conditions 


SYSTEM CAMERAS @ 


Panasonic Lumix G9 
£1499 / stufftv/LumixG9 


The G9 is the best Lumix camera 
to date and a cracking choice for 
wildlife or action photography, 
With 4K video and a variety of 
handy shooting modes on board, 
it's one of most versatile high-end 
mirrorless cameras you can buy 
right now. 


Stuff says kkk 
The perfect companion for the 
travelling wildlife photographer 


BARGAIN 
BUY 


Fujifilm X-T20 


£749 / stufftv/XT20 


Coming with the same 24.3MP APS-C sensor 
and processor as the X-T2, plus a touchscreen 
(which its sibling lacks), the X-T20 will leave 
you with alot more spare cash in your account. 
And for most people, the model will deliver 
results that are just as good as its pricier big 
brother's. With well laid-out controls, a huge 
viewfinder, excellent autofocus and access 

to superb lenses, the X-T20 is just one more 
fantastic mirrorless camera from Fujifilm. 


Stuff says Kk kK 
The X-T20 nails the sweet spot between 
price and performance 


™*= @NOWADD THIS 
Manfrotto 190 Go! Carbon Fibre Tripod 
You no longer have an excuse for 
wobbly photos with this carbon-fibre 
tripod. It weighs just 1.65kg. 
£235 / manfrotto.co.uk 


Sony A6500 

KAKA KK £1279 / stufftv/A6500 

A cracking system cam for action photography, 
but stick with the A6300 if your budget is tight. 


Fujifilm X-H1 

kK IH £1699 / stufftv/XH1 

By adding in-body image stabilisation, Fuji has 
created a wonderful all-rounder. 


Panasonic GH5S 

tok kk £2199 / stufftv/GH5S 

A compact system camera that’s a pro at video, 
if slightly disappointing for stills. 


Canon EOS 80D 

kk kK £898 / stufftv/80D 

The 80Dis so easy to use that even a toddler 
would get some great shots with it. 


Nikon D500 

kk AK £1619 / stufftv/D500 

The best APS-C camera you can buy, and well 
worthits slightly painful price tag. 


Nikon D850 

kk KKK £3499 / stufftv/D850 

This super-cam has enough fantastic features 
to excelin pretty much any situation. 


Fujifilm GFX 50S 

totok kk £5999 / stufftv/GFX50S 

It's not cheap, but no camera we've tested takes 
better photos than this. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW CAMERAS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/SYSTEM-CAMERAS 


@ TIPSS 
TRICKS 


@ Chickens killed you 
in Zelda again? You 
can rewind up to five 
minutes and pretend 
it never happened. 


@ For full-fat nostalgia 
you can read the 
instruction manual 
for each of the SNES 
games online. 


@ Stop trying to raid 
Bowsers castle in 
one sitting, and use 
one of the four save 
slots to take a break. 


Raspberry Pi Zero W 
from £9.16 / stufftv/PiZeroW 


It might be nearly twice the price of 
the original Pi Zero, but when you're 
Still getting change from a tenner 
the wireless Piis fantastic value. 
Simplicity is key, with no need to 
mess about with dongles or hubs. 
This also means your Pi projects can 
be squeezed into smaller places. 


Stuff says * kk 
The Pi Zero was already brilliant; 
wireless add-ons make it better 


Beene ne ee Sf fe | he le 


BARGAIN 
BUY 
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6) find at this bargain price. 


UE Wonderboom 
£60 / stufftv/Wonderboom 


If you want a cheap portable 
Bluetooth speaker, you can't go 
wrong with either the Jam Heavy 
Metal or the UE Wonderboom. eo) 
But the latter makes this list for 

its funky design and waterproofing. 
Asit's Stuff's reigning hi-fi gadget 
of the year, this is a super bargain. 


Stuff says kkk 
Our absolute favourite hi-fi gadget, 
and for well under £100 


@) BUDGET BUYS (TOP TENS 


SNES Classic Mini 


£80 / stuff.tv/ClassicMini 


Why bother splashing out over £200 ona 
games console when you can get the SNES 
Classic Mini for a fraction of that? Especially 
when you get 21 classic titles pre-installed on 
this nostalgia-inducing machine, including the 
likes of Super Metroid, A Link to the Past, Super 
Mario World and the never-before-released 
Star Fox 2. And with two controllers bundled in 
the box, you'll be able to start the Super Mario 
Kart action right away. 


Stuff says kk 
With 21 classic games installed, gamers 
won't find better value anywhere 


@ NOWADD THIS 

8Bitdo Bluetooth Retro Receiver 

Fed up of those short cables? Use 
this clever device to connect most 
modern controllers wirelessly. 
£16.14 / 8bitdo.com 


Moov Now 

totktok te £45 / stufftv/MoovNow 

The best budget tracker you can buy — gives 
most Fitbits arun for their money. 


Amazon Echo Dot 

tok a & £35 / stufftv/EchoDot 

This smart home assistant is alot smaller than 
the full-size Echo, but it's amuch bigger bargain. 


Beyerdynamic Byron 
tok kkk £40 / stufftv/Byron 
The best-sounding earphones you'll be able to 


@ a Ryze Tello 
tok KS: £92 / stufftv/Tello 
A omit the skies without breaking the bank with 
this affordable toy drone. 
8) 


Vodafone Smart N8 

tok kb £80 / stufftv/SmartN8 

As phone prices creep towards the realm of the 
ridiculous, Vodafone offers a bargain alternative. 


Ikea Tradfri 

tok teks: from £15 / stufftv/IkeaSmartLights 
Philips Hue might have colour-changing bulbs, 
but Ikea’s Tradfri smart lights are crazy cheap. 


Mobvoi Ticwatch E 
1 O ok £146 / stufftv/Ticwatch 
: Fancy a watch that's both smart and good at 
fitness tracking? This is our bargain ticker pick. 


FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THESE GADGETS, AND TO EXPLORE MORE TOP TEN LISTS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10 


TOP TENS 


PLAY STEAM GAMES 
ON YOUR PHONE 


There’s no need to hit pause : 
on your gaming when you’ve  : 
: to pair acontroller. While 


left the house. Use this app 


to access your Steam library : 


from your smartphone: 


@ Linked up 

First off, download the 
Steam Link app. Sadly, 
only Android (5.0 or later) 
users will have any luck 
here — it’s said to be 
coming to iOS later. Note 
that you'll need at least 
31MB of storage, anda 
handset with fairly beefy 
internals. Sorry, but your 
10-year-old phone isn’t 
going to cut it. 


@ Take control 
The app will then ask you 


you can use your PS4 and 


> Xbox pads, mapping the 
> buttons for third-party 

: devices can be a pain. 

: You're best off using a 

: Steam Controller instead. 


@ Full Steam ahead 


Connect your PC and 


: smartphone to the same 
: network, launch Steam 

= onyour PC and follow 

: thesteps on your phone. 


Press ‘Start Playing’ and 


you can begin streaming 


your Steam library. 


RECOVER DELETED 
PHOTOS ON iPHONE 


@ 

In order to rescue your 
snaps, switch on your Mac 
(Windows support is on 
its way) and download 
iPhone Photo Recovery 
from minicreo.com. Hook 
your iPhone up to your 
Mac and open up the app 
you've just installed. It will 
ask to create a backup 
folder of your photos. 
Grant it permission. Once 
completed you'll get a 
preview all of the photos 
you've ever deleted, with 


the option to export them. 


| 


@ 

If you fancy a similar app 
that restores lost photos 
to your Android device, try 
out DiskDigger. There are 
many alternative apps, 
but this one has the least 
intrusive adverts. 


FIND MORE HANDY 5-MINUTE HACKS AT 


efel0 
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Fujifilm X-T20 review 
The X-T20 nails the sweet spot between price 
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Ever wondered what's up with the links in Stuff? We've got a team of retail pros who 
scour the web to find you the best gadget deals - visit any stuff-tv link in this issue and 


you ll be taken to the best deal for that product. If you make a purchase, we may get 
a small commission. It's that simple, and has no impact on how much you pay. 


NEXT BIG THING? 


BOARD GAMES WITH ALEXA 


h, for people with no friends? So Alexa is now a scary old man? Go on then, how much is it? 

Not quite. How would Amazon's No, Alexa's still the friendly (if slightly robotic) pal It'll set you back £25, whichis pretty good for 

disembodied cylindrical companion you ask to turn your lights off every night — she's something with decent replayability, and looks 

roll the dice? No, you'll need Alexa and just invited a few friends round to play. Sensible even better when you find out new packages of 
friends for this. Remember a 1990s board game Object's first Alexa-powered board game is questions and characters are due to be released 
series called Atmosfear? It came with a VHS called When In Rome. It comes with the board, at alater date. You could argue that the board 
tape featuring a ghoulish on-screen character counters and cards, but to start the game you isn't even necessary to play agame onan Echo, 
who'd guide you through the game as you need to activate the accompanying Skill on your but without it there's no focal point for the teams, 
played... well, a company called Sensible Object Echo. Alexa then acts as quizmaster, introducing which diminishes the social nature of playing a 
has realised that if you swap the telly and characters to ask multiple-choice questions as game like this in the first place. Besides, we'll all 
videotape for an Amazon Echo, you get an you move around the world map. She'll also keep be gathered around Alexa awaiting our orders 
updated, interactive version of this curiously track of the score and whose turnit is next, so once she's enslaved the human race anyway, 
'90s phenomenon. you can focus on getting the questions right. so why would you want to start doing that now? 


DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE! ON SALE 6 SEPT 


2G... 


TIME TO STEP 0 
PTHAT TREADMILL 


With so many demands from work, home and family, 
there never seem to be enough hours in the day for you. 
Why not press pause once in a while, curl up with your 
favourite magazine and puta little oasis of ‘you’ in your day. 


“~~ 
, ’ - x ‘ = 
> PRESS PAUSE 
ENJOY A MAGAZINE MOMENT ~ 
To find out more about Press Pause, visit: 


pauseyourday.co.uk 


